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Council Regulation (EC) No 1083/2006 of 11 July 2006 laying down general
provisions on the European Regional Development Fund, the European Social Fund
and the Cohesion Fund and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 (repealed)

TITLE I

OBJECTIVES AND GENERAL RULES ON ASSISTANCE

CHAPTER III

Geographical eligibility

Article 5

Convergence

1 The regions eligible for funding from the Structural Funds under the Convergence
objective shall be regions corresponding to level 2 of the common classification of territorial
units for statistics (hereinafter NUTS level 2) within the meaning of Regulation (EC)
No 1059/2003 whose gross domestic product (GDP) per capita, measured in purchasing power
parities and calculated on the basis of Community figures for the period 2000 to 2002, is less
than 75 % of the average GDP of the EU-25 for the same reference period.

2 The Member States eligible for funding from the Cohesion Fund shall be those whose
gross national income (GNI) per capita, measured in purchasing power parities and calculated
on the basis of Community figures for the period 2001 to 2003, is less than 90 % of the
average GNI of the EU-25 and which have a programme for meeting the economic convergence
conditions referred to in Article 104 of the Treaty.

3 Immediately following the entry into force of this Regulation, the Commission shall
adopt the list of regions fulfilling the criteria under paragraph 1 and of Member States fulfilling
the criteria under paragraph 2. This list shall be valid from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013.

The eligibility of Member States for the Cohesion Fund shall be reviewed in 2010 on
the basis of Community GNI figures for the EU-25.

Article 6

Regional competitiveness and employment

The regions eligible for funding from the Structural Funds under the Regional
competitiveness and employment objective shall be those not covered by Article 5(1)
and Article 8(1) and (2).

When presenting the national strategic reference framework referred to in Article 27,
each Member State concerned shall indicate the NUTS level 1 or NUTS level 2 regions
for which it will present a programme for financing by the ERDF.
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Article 7

European Territorial Cooperation

1 For the purpose of cross-border cooperation, the NUTS level 3 regions of the
Community along all internal and certain external land borders and all NUTS level 3 regions
of the Community along maritime borders separated, as a general rule, by a maximum of
150 kilometres shall be eligible for financing taking into account potential adjustments needed
to ensure the coherence and continuity of the cooperation action.

Immediately following the entry into force of this Regulation, the Commission shall
adopt, in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 103(2), the list of the
eligible regions. This list shall be valid from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013.

2 For the purpose of transnational cooperation, the Commission, in accordance with the
procedure referred to in Article 103(2), shall adopt the list of the eligible transnational arecas
broken down by programme. This list shall be valid from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013.

3 For the purpose of interregional cooperation, cooperation networks and exchange of
experience, the entire territory of the Community shall be eligible.

Article 8

Transitional support

1 The NUTS level 2 regions which would have been eligible for Convergence
objective status under Article 5(1) had the eligibility threshold remained at 75 % of the average
GDP of the EU-15, but which lose eligibility because their nominal GDP per capita level
will exceed 75 % of the average GDP of the EU-25, measured and calculated according to
Article 5(1), shall be eligible, on a transitional and specific basis, for financing by the Structural
Funds under the Convergence objective.

2 The NUTS level 2 regions totally covered by Objective 1 in 2006 under Article 3 of
Regulation (EC) No 1260/1999 whose nominal GDP level per capita, measured and calculated
according to Article 5(1), will exceed 75 % of the average GDP of the EU15 shall be eligible,
on a transitional and specific basis, for financing by the Structural Funds under the Regional
competitiveness and employment objective.

Recognising that, on the basis of revised figures for the period 1997 to 1999, Cyprus
should have been eligible for Objective 1 in 2004 to 2006, Cyprus shall benefit in 2007
to 2013 from the transitional financing applicable to the regions referred to in the first
subparagraph.

3 The Member States eligible for funding from the Cohesion Fund in 2006 which would
have continued to be eligible had the eligibility threshold remained at 90 % of the average GNI of
the EU-15, but which lose eligibility because their nominal per capita GNI will exceed 90 %
of the average GNI of the EU-25 measured and calculated according to Article 5(2), shall be
eligible, on a transitional and specific basis, for financing by the Cohesion Fund under the
Convergence objective.

4 Immediately following the entry into force of this Regulation, the Commission shall
adopt the list of regions fulfilling the criteria under paragraphs 1 and 2 and of Member
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States fulfilling the criteria under paragraph 3. This list shall be valid from 1 January 2007 to
31 December 2013.
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