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Regulation (EC) No 1367/2006 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
6 September 2006 on the application of the provisions of the Aarhus Convention
on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-making and Access

to Justice in Environmental Matters to Community institutions and bodies

TITLE III

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION CONCERNING PLANS AND
PROGRAMMES RELATING TO THE ENVIRONMENT

Article 9

1 Community institutions and bodies shall provide, through appropriate practical and/
or other provisions, early and effective opportunities for the public to participate during the
preparation, modification or review of plans or programmes relating to the environment when
all options are still open. In particular, where the Commission prepares a proposal for such a
plan or programme which is submitted to other Community institutions or bodies for decision,
it shall provide for public participation at that preparatory stage.

2 Community institutions and bodies shall identify the public affected or likely to be
affected by, or having an interest in, a plan or programme of the type referred to in paragraph 1,
taking into account the objectives of this Regulation.

3 Community institutions and bodies shall ensure that the public referred to in
paragraph 2 is informed, whether by public notices or other appropriate means, such as
electronic media where available, of:

a the draft proposal, where available;
b the environmental information or assessment relevant to the plan or programme under

preparation, where available; and
c practical arrangements for participation, including:

(i) the administrative entity from which the relevant information may be
obtained,

(ii) the administrative entity to which comments, opinions or questions may be
submitted, and

(iii) reasonable time-frames allowing sufficient time for the public to be informed
and to prepare and participate effectively in the environmental decision-
making process.

4 A time limit of at least eight weeks shall be set for receiving comments. Where
meetings or hearings are organised, prior notice of at least four weeks shall be given. Time
limits may be shortened in urgent cases or where the public has already had the opportunity
to comment on the plan or programme in question.

5 In taking a decision on a plan or programme relating to the environment, Community
institutions and bodies shall take due account of the outcome of the public participation.
Community institutions and bodies shall inform the public of that plan or programme, including
its text, and of the reasons and considerations upon which the decision is based, including
information on public participation.
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