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Commission Regulation (EC) No 718/2007 of 12 June
2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006
establishing an instrument for pre-accession assistance (IPA)

PART II

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS

TITLE I

TRANSITION ASSISTANCE AND INSTITUTION BUILDING COMPONENT

CHAPTER III

Implementation

Section 1

Framework for implementation and principles

Article 73

General principles

1 Assistance under this component shall be granted through centralised, decentralised or
joint management, in accordance with Articles 53 of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002.

2 The objective shall be decentralised management where national programmes are
concerned.

[F13 Regional and horizontal programmes shall be implemented by the Commission on a
centralised basis or by joint management with international organisations as defined by Article
53d of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EU) No 80/2010 of 28 January 2010 amending Regulation

(EC) No 718/2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an instrument
for pre-accession assistance (IPA).

Article 74

Structure and authorities in the event of centralised and joint management

In the event of centralised or joint management, the national IPA coordinator shall be
the sole contact person of the Commission, in accordance with Article 32.
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Article 75

Structure and authorities in the event of decentralised management

1 Where, in the event of decentralised management, in accordance with Article 22(2)(b),
the national IPA coordinator exercises his responsibility for the programming of this component
at national level, he shall carry out the following tasks:

[F1a organise the preparation of the proposals as referred to in Article 69,]
b elaborate and present to the Commission the project fiches referred to in Article 69,
c monitor the technical execution of the national programmes.

2 [F1With reference to Article 28, the operating structure shall include one or more
implementing agencies, which shall be established within the national administration of the
beneficiary country or under its direct control.]

The national authorising officer shall, after consulting the national IPA coordinator,
designate programme authorising officers to head the implementing agencies.

The programme authorising officers shall be officials within the state administration of
the beneficiary country. They shall be responsible for the activities carried out by the
implementing agencies in accordance with Article 28.

3 Programme authorising officers shall designate officials within the national
administration as senior programme officers. Under the overall responsibility of the programme
authorising officer concerned, senior programme officers shall carry out the following tasks:

a be responsible for the technical aspect of the operations within line ministries,
b assist the programme authorising officers in the good and timely preparation and

implementation of operations at technical level,
c be in charge of the coordination within each priority axis set down in the beneficiary

country's project proposal.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EU) No 80/2010 of 28 January 2010 amending Regulation

(EC) No 718/2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an instrument
for pre-accession assistance (IPA).

Article 76

Accreditation of the operating structure and conferral of management powers

1 Where Community funds have been managed by existing national bodies in the
beneficiary countries under Regulation (EEC) No 3906/89 or Regulation (EC) No 2500/2001
prior to the date of entry into force of this Regulation, those bodies (hereinafter referred to as
the ‘existing national bodies’) shall manage funds under the transition assistance and institution
building component, until the Commission adopts a Decision on conferral of management
powers.

2 In no case the existing national bodies can manage funds under the transition assistance
and institution building component without a conferral of management powers under this
Regulation for more than one year from the entry into force of this Regulation.
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3 The Commission shall decide whether to confer management powers on the existing
national bodies in particular having regard to the list of deviations submitted in accordance
with paragraph 4 and the decision taken by the national authorising officer in accordance with
paragraph 5.

4 The national authorising officer shall carry out an assessment of the operating
structure, which include the existing national bodies, with regard to the requirements referred to
in Article 11. In particular, he shall establish a list of any requirements under this Regulation, as
set out in Article 11, which the operating structure does not comply with, based on an opinion
of an external auditor functionally independent from all actors in the management and control
system.

The list of deviations shall be sent to the Commission at the latest four months after the
entry into force of this Regulation.

5 Where the non-compliance referred to in paragraph 4 is deemed to be compatible with
the efficient and effective functioning of the operating structures, the national authorising officer
may decide to accredit the bodies concerned under this Regulation.

At the latest five months after the entry into force of this Regulation, he shall send to
the Commission a decision relating to the accreditation of the bodies concerned. This
decision shall include a roadmap, with time bound objectives, laying down the steps to
be taken to remedy the non-compliance as set out in the list referred to in paragraph 4.
The roadmap shall be agreed with the Commission.

6 Where the non-compliance referred to in paragraph 4 is not deemed to be compatible
with the efficient and effective functioning of an operating structure, the national authorising
officer shall proceed to establish an accreditation for the operating structure concerned, in
accordance with the provisions of Article 13.

7 In the event the Commission decides to confer management powers on the existing
national bodies under this Regulation, the Commission Decision may lay down further
conditions on the national authorities. In the event of further conditions, the Commission shall
set a time limit for compliance by the national authorities for the conferral of management
powers to remain effective. The Commission Decision shall also lay down the list of ex ante
controls as referred to in Articles 14(3).

8 Irrespective of the national authorising officer's decision, the Commission may decide
to maintain, suspend, or withdraw the conferral of management powers on any of the bodies
concerned at any time.

9 At all stages, the national authorising officer shall ensure that all the information
required by the Commission is provided by the beneficiary country.

Article 77

Implementation principles in the event of twinning projects

1 Twinning projects shall be set up in the form of a grant, whereby the selected
Member State administrations agree to provide the requested public sector expertise against the
reimbursement of the expenses thus incurred.

The grant may in particular provide for the long term secondment of an official assigned
to provide full time counsel to the administration of the beneficiary country as resident
twinning advisor.
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The twinning grant shall be established in accordance with relevant provisions of Part
One, Title VI on grants of Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 1605/2002 and Commission
Regulation (EC, Euratom) No 2342/2002.

2 A twinning manual including notably a system of fixed rates and prices for
the reimbursement of the provided public sector expertise by the selected Member State
administrations shall be established by the Commission and updated regularly.

[F1Article 78

Implementation principles in the event of
participation in Community programmes and agencies

In the case of participation in Community programmes and agencies, implementation
shall consist in the payment, to the programme and agency budget, of the part of the
financial contribution of the beneficiary country which is financed under IPA. The
payment shall be made by the national fund in the case of decentralised management and
by ministries or other public bodies concerned in the beneficiary countries in the case
of centralised management. In the latter case, there will be no pre-financing payments
of the Community contribution by the Commission.]

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EU) No 80/2010 of 28 January 2010 amending Regulation

(EC) No 718/2007 implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1085/2006 establishing an instrument
for pre-accession assistance (IPA).
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