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Regulation (EC) No 110/2008 of the European Parliament and
of the Council of 15 January 2008 on the definition, description,

presentation, labelling and the protection of geographical indications
of spirit drinks and repealing Council Regulation (EEC) No 1576/89

CHAPTER I

SCOPE, DEFINITION AND CATEGORIES OF SPIRIT DRINKS

Article 3

Origin of ethyl alcohol

1 The ethyl alcohol used in the production of spirit drinks and all of their components
shall not be of any origin other than agricultural, within the meaning of Annex I to the Treaty.

2 The ethyl alcohol used in the production of spirit drinks shall comply with the
definition provided for in Annex I(1) to this Regulation.

3 The ethyl alcohol used to dilute or dissolve colorants, flavourings or any other
authorised additives used in the preparation of spirit drinks shall be ethyl alcohol of agricultural
origin.

4 Alcoholic beverages shall not contain alcohol of synthetic origin, nor other alcohol of
non-agricultural origin within the meaning of Annex I to the Treaty.
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