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Commission Regulation (EC) No 589/2008 of 23 June 2008
laying down detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation

(EC) No 1234/2007 as regards marketing standards for eggs

Article 1

Definitions

The definitions in Article 2(1) of Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 and points 5 and 7.3 of
Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 shall apply as appropriate.

In addition, the following definitions shall apply for the purpose of this Regulation:

(a) ‘pack’ means a wrapping containing Class A or B eggs, excluding transport packaging
and containers of industrial eggs;

(b) ‘loose sales’ means the offer for retail sale of eggs to the final consumer, other than
in packs;

(c) ‘collector’ means any establishment registered in accordance with Article 6 of
Regulation (EC) No 852/2004 to collect eggs from a producer for delivery to a packing
centre, to a market selling exclusively to wholesalers whose undertakings are approved
as packing centres, or to the food or non-food industry;

(d) ‘sell-by date’ means the maximum time limit for delivery of the egg to the final
consumer according to point 3 of Chapter I of Section X of Annex III to Regulation
(EC) No 853/2004;

(e) ‘food industry’ means any establishment producing egg products intended for human
consumption, excluding mass caterers;

(f) ‘non-food industry’ means any business producing products containing eggs not
intended for human consumption;

(g) ‘mass caterers’ means the entities referred to in [F1Article 2(2)(d) of Regulation (EU)
No 1169/2011];

(h) ‘industrial eggs’ means eggs not intended for human consumption;

(i) [F2‘batch’ means the eggs in packs or loose from one and the same production site or
packing centre, situated in one place, with one and the same laying date or date of
minimum durability or packing date, the same farming method and, in case of graded
eggs, the same quality and weight grading;]

(j) ‘repacking’ means the physical transfer of eggs to another pack or the re-marking of
a pack containing eggs;

(k) ‘eggs’ means eggs in shell — other than broken, incubated or cooked eggs — that are
produced by hens of the species Gallus gallus and are fit for direct human consumption
or for the preparation of egg products;

(l) ‘broken eggs’ means eggs showing breaks of both the shell and the membranes,
resulting in the exposure of their contents;

(m) ‘incubated eggs’ means eggs from the time of insertion in the incubator onwards;
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(n) ‘marketing’ means holding eggs for the purpose of sale, including offering for sale,
storage, packing, labelling, delivery, or any other form of transfer, whether free of
charge or not;

(o) ‘operator’ means a producer and any other natural or legal person involved in the
marketing of eggs;

(p) [F3‘production site’ means an establishment keeping laying hens, registered in
accordance with:

(i) in England, the Registration of Establishments (Laying Hens) (England)
Regulations 2003

(iii) in Scotland, the Registration of Establishments Keeping Laying Hens
(Scotland) Regulations 2003,

(iv) in Wales, the Registration of Establishments (Laying Hens) (Wales)
Regulations 2004;]

(q) ‘packing centre’ means a packing centre within the meaning of Regulation (EC) No
853/2004 that is authorised according to Article 5(2) of this Regulation and where
eggs are graded by quality and weight;

(r) ‘final consumer’ means the ultimate consumer of a foodstuff who will not use the food
as part of any food business operation or activity;

(s) [F4‘producer code’ means the distinguishing number allocated to the production site
in accordance with the legislation applying in the relevant constituent nation.]

(t) [F5‘third country’ means any country or territory other than—

(i) the United Kingdom,

(ii) the Bailiwick of Guernsey,

(iii) the Bailiwick of Jersey, or

(iv) the Isle of Man.]

(u) [F6‘relevant authority’ means:

(i) in relation to England, the Secretary of State;

(iii) in relation to Scotland, the Scottish Ministers;

(iv) in relation to Wales, the Welsh Ministers;

(v) ‘the English welfare regulations’ means the Welfare of Farmed Animals (England)
Regulations 2007

(x) ‘the Scottish welfare regulations’ means the Welfare of Farmed Animals (Scotland)
Regulations 2010

(y) ‘the Welsh welfare regulations’ means the Welfare of Farmed Animals (Wales)
Regulations 2007

(z) ‘constituent nation’ means England, Wales, or Scotland, as the case may be.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Words in Art. 1(g) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(2)(a)(i); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F2 Substituted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 458/2013 of 16 May 2013 correcting
Regulation (EC) No 589/2008 laying down detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation (EC)
No 1234/2007 as regards marketing standards for eggs.

F3 Art. 1(p) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural
Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(2)(a)(ii) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1453, regs. 1(2)(b),
14(6)(a)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F4 Art. 1(s) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural
Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(2)(a)(iii); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F5 Art. 1(t) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Agriculture (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU Exit)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1402), regs. 1(3), 3(2); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F6 Arts. 1(u)-(z) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural
Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(2)(a)(iv) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1453, regs. 1(2)(b),
14(6)(b)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 2

Quality characteristics of eggs

1 Class A eggs shall have the following quality characteristics:
a shell and cuticle: normal shape, clean and undamaged;
b air space: height not exceeding 6 mm, stationary; however, for eggs to be marketed as

‘extra’, it may not exceed 4 mm;
c yolk: visible on candling as a shadow only, without clearly discernible outline, slightly

mobile upon turning the egg, and returning to a central position;
d white: clear, translucent;
e germ: imperceptible development;
f foreign matter: not permissible;
g foreign smell: not permissible.

2 Class A eggs shall not be washed or cleaned, before or after grading F7....

3 Class A eggs shall not be treated for preservation or chilled in premises or plants where
the temperature is artificially maintained at less than 5 °C. However, eggs which have been kept
at a temperature below 5 °C during transport for not more than 24 hours or on retail premises
or in annexes thereto for not more than 72 hours shall not be considered as chilled.

4 Class B eggs shall be eggs which do not meet the quality characteristics provided for
in paragraph 1. Class A eggs which no longer have those characteristics may be downgraded
to Class B.
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Textual Amendments
F7 Words in Art. 2(2) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(3); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F8Article 3

Washed eggs

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F8 Art. 3 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural

Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(4); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 4

Grading of Class A eggs by weight

1 Class A eggs shall be graded by weight as follows:
a XL — very large: weight ≥ 73 g;
b L — large: weight ≥ 63 g and < 73 g;
c M — medium: weight ≥ 53 g and < 63 g;
d S — small: weight < 53 g.

2 The weight-grading shall be indicated by the corresponding letters or terms as defined
in paragraph 1 or by a combination of both, which may be supplemented by the corresponding
weight ranges. Other additional indications may be used, provided that such indications are
not likely to be mistaken for the letters or terms defined in paragraph 1 and comply with
[F9Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011].

3 By way of derogation from paragraph 1, where Class A eggs of different sizes are
packed together in the same pack, the minimum net weight of the eggs shall be given in grams
and the indication ‘Eggs of different sizes’ or equivalent terms shall appear on the outer surface
of the pack.

Textual Amendments
F9 Words in Art. 4(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(5); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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Article 5

Packing centres

1 Only packing centres shall grade and pack eggs and label their packs.

Only undertakings satisfying the conditions laid down in this Article shall be authorised
as packing centres.

2 The competent authority shall authorise packing centres to grade eggs and shall allot
a packing centre code to any operator whose premises and technical equipment are suitable for
grading eggs by quality and weight. No suitable technical equipment for grading eggs by weight
shall be required for packing centres working exclusively for the food and non-food industry.

[F10The competent authority shall allot the packing centre a packing centre code. The
packing centre code must include the code ‘UK’.]
3 Packing centres shall have the technical equipment necessary to ensure that eggs are
handled properly. This should include as appropriate:

a suitable candling equipment, automatic or continuously staffed throughout, allowing
the quality of each egg to be examined separately, or other appropriate equipment;

b devices for measuring the height of the air space;
c equipment for grading eggs by weight;
d one or more approved balances for weighing eggs;
e equipment for marking eggs.

4 The authorisation referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 may be withdrawn at any time if
the conditions provided for in this Article are no longer fulfilled.

Textual Amendments
F10 Words in Art. 5(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(6)(a); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 6

Time limit for grading, marking and packing eggs and marking packs

1 Eggs shall be graded, marked and packed within 10 days of laying.

2 Eggs marketed in accordance with Article 14 shall be graded, marked and packed
within four days of laying.

3 The date of minimum durability referred to in Article 12(1)(d) shall be marked at the
time of packing in accordance with [F11Annex 10 to Regulation (EU) No 1169/2011].
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Textual Amendments
F11 Words in Art. 6(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(7); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 7

Information displayed on transport packaging

1 Without prejudice to Article 18 of Regulation (EC) No 178/2002, at the production
site, each transport packaging containing eggs shall be identified by the producer by:

a the producer’s name and address;
b the producer code;
c the number of eggs and/or their weight;
d the laying date or period;
e the date of dispatch.

In the case of packing centres supplied with unpacked eggs from their own production
units, situated at the same site, identification on transport packaging may take place at
the packing centre.

2 The information referred to in paragraph 1 shall be applied to the transport packaging
and be contained in accompanying documents. A copy of those documents shall be kept by
any intervening operator to whom the eggs are delivered. The originals of the accompanying
documents shall be kept by the packing centre that grades the eggs.

Where batches received by a collector are subdivided for delivery to more than one
operator, the accompanying documents may be substituted by appropriate transport
container labels, provided that the latter include the information referred to in paragraph
1.

3 The information referred to in paragraph 1 applied to the transport packaging shall not
be modified and shall remain on the transport packaging until removal of eggs for immediate
grading, marking, packing or further processing.

F12Article 8

Marking of eggs for cross-border delivery

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F12 Art. 8 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural

Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(8); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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Article 9

Producer code

1 The producer code [F13must] be easily visible and clearly legible and be at least 2 mm
high.

2 Without prejudice to [F14point 3(1) of part 6 of Annex 7 to Regulation (EU) No
1308/2013], where it is not possible for technical reasons to mark cracked or soiled eggs,
marking with the producer code shall not be compulsory.

Textual Amendments
F13 Word in Art. 9(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(9)(a); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F14 Words in Art. 9(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(9)(b); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 10

Indications on Class B eggs

The indication referred to in [F15point 3(1) of part 6 of Annex 7 to Regulation (EU) No
1308/2013] shall be a circle at least 12 mm in diameter around the letter ‘B’ at least 5
mm high, or an easily visible colour spot of at least 5 mm in diameter.

Textual Amendments
F15 Words in Art. 10 substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(10); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

[F16Article 11

Marking of eggs delivered directly to the food industry

[F171 Save as otherwise provided for by the sanitary legislation, nothing in this Regulation
prevents the relevant authority from using any power that authority has to exempt operators
from the marking obligations provided for in point 3(1) of part 6 of Annex 7 to Regulation (EU)
No 1308/2013 where eggs are delivered directly from the production site to the food industry.]

2 In the cases referred to in the first paragraph:
F18a . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

b when the derogation concerns a supplier situated in a third country, the eggs shall be
delivered to industry only provided that their final destination with a view to processing
is checked by the competent [F19authority];
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
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http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/9/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
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c the delivery shall be under the full responsibility of the food industry operator, which
accordingly undertakes to use the eggs only for processing.]

Textual Amendments
F16 Substituted by Commission Regulation (EC) No 598/2008 of 24 June 2008 amending Regulation (EC)

No 589/2008 laying down detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation (EC) No 1234/2007 as
regards the marketing standards of eggs.

F17 Art. 11(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural
Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(11)(a) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1445, regs. 1(2)(a), 19);
2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F18 Art. 11(2)(a) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(11)(b)(i); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F19 Word in Art. 11(2)(b) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(11)(b)(ii); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 12

Marking of packs

1 Packs containing Class A eggs shall bear on the outer surface in easily visible and
clearly legible type:

a the packing centre code;
b the quality grading; packs shall be identified either by the words ‘Class A’ or the letter

‘A’, whether alone or in combination with the word ‘fresh’;
c the weight grading in accordance with Article 4(2) of this Regulation;
d the date of minimum durability in accordance with Article 13 of this Regulation;

F20e . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
f as a special storage condition in accordance with [F21Article 9(1)(g) of Regulation (EU)

No 1169/2011], an indication advising consumers to keep eggs chilled after purchase.

2 In addition to the requirements laid down in paragraph 1, packs containing Class A
eggs shall bear on the outer surface in easily visible and clearly legible type the farming method.

For the identification of the farming method only the following terms shall be used:
a for conventional farming, the terms [F22'Free range eggs’, ‘Barn eggs’ or ‘Eggs from

caged hens'], and only if the relevant conditions laid down in Annex II are fulfilled;
b for organic production, the terms set out in [F23Article 23(1) of Council Regulation No

834/2007].

The meaning of the producer code shall be explained on or inside the pack.

[F24The identification of the farming method may be complemented by the indication
‘Enriched cages’ where laying hens are kept in systems of production in accordance
with the requirements laid down in—

i) Schedule 4 to the English welfare regulations,
iii) Schedule 3 to the Scottish welfare regulations,
iv) Schedule 4 to the Welsh welfare regulations.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/598
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/598
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/598
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/11/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/11/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1445
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1445/regulation/1/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1445/regulation/19
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/11/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/11/b/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/11/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/11/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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The terms referred to in this paragraph must appear in English, but may also appear in
any other language.]

3 Paragraph 2 shall apply without prejudice to national technical measures going beyond
the minimum requirements laid down in Annex II, [F25provided that they are compatible with
retained direct EU legislation].

4 Packs containing Class B eggs shall bear on the outer surface in easily visible and
clearly legible type:

a the packing centre code;
b the quality grading; packs shall be identified either by the words ‘Class B’ or the letter

‘B’;
c the packing date.

[F265 The relevant authority may require that the labels be affixed to packs of eggs in such
a way so as to be broken when opening the packs.]

Textual Amendments
F20 Art. 12(1)(e) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(a)(i); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F21 Words in Art. 12(1)(f) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(a)(ii); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F22 Words in Art. 12(2)(a) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(b)(i)(aa); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F23 Words in Art. 12(2)(b) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(b)(i)(bb); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F24 Words in Art. 12(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(b)(ii) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1453, regs.
1(2)(b), 14(7)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F25 Words in Art. 12(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(c); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F26 Art. 12(5) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural
Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(12)(d); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 13

Indication of the date of minimum durability

The date of minimum durability referred to in [F27Annex 10 to Regulation (EU) No
1169/2011] shall be fixed at not more than 28 days after laying. Where the period of
laying is indicated, the date of minimum durability shall be determined from the first
day of that period.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/1/e
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/a/i
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/1/f
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/a/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/b/i/aa
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/b/i/bb
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/b/ii
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1453
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1453/regulation/1/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1453/regulation/1/2/b
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2020/1453/regulation/14/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/c
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/12/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/12/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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Textual Amendments
F27 Words in Art. 13 substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(13); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 14

Packs marked as ‘extra’

1 The words ‘extra’ or ‘extra fresh’ may be used as an additional quality indication on
packs containing Class A eggs until the ninth day after laying of the eggs.

2 Where indications referred to in paragraph 1 are used, the laying date and the time limit
of nine days shall be shown on the pack in such a way as to be easily visible and clearly legible.

Article 15

Indication of how laying hens are fed

Where an indication of how the laying hens are fed is used, the following minimum
requirements shall apply:

(a) reference may be made to cereals as a feed ingredient only where they account for at
least 60 % in weight of the feed formula given, of which no more than 15 % of cereal
by-products may be part;

(b) without prejudice to the minimum of 60 % referred to in point (a), where reference is
made to a specific cereal, it shall account for at least 30 % of the feed formula used.
If specific reference is made to more than one cereal, each shall account for at least
5 % of the feed formula.

Article 16

Information to be displayed for loose egg sales

For loose egg sales, the following information shall be given in such a manner as to be
easily visible and clearly legible to the consumer:

(a) the quality grading;

(b) the weight grading in accordance with Article 4;

(c) an indication of the farming method equivalent to that referred to in Article 12(2);

(d) an explanation of the meaning of the producer code;

(e) the date of minimum durability.

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/eur/2008/589/article/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/uksi/2019/1422/regulation/4/13
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/2020/1/schedule/5/paragraph/1/1
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Article 17

Quality of packs

Without prejudice to the requirements laid down in Chapter X of Annex II to Regulation
(EC) No 852/2004, packs shall be shock-resistant, dry, clean and in good repair, and
be of materials which protect the eggs from extraneous odour and the risk of quality
deterioration.

Article 18

Industrial eggs

Industrial eggs shall be marketed in packaging containers with a red band or label.

Those bands and labels shall show:

(a) the name and address of the operator for whom the eggs are intended;

(b) the name and address of the operator who has dispatched the eggs;

(c) the words ‘industrial eggs’ in capital letters 2 cm high, and the words ‘unsuitable for
human consumption’ in letters at least 8 mm high.

Article 19

Repacking

Packed Class A eggs may be repacked only by packing centres. Each pack shall contain
only eggs of a single batch.

Article 20

Records to be kept by producers

1 Producers shall record information on the farming methods, specifying for each
farming method used:

a the date of placing, age at placing and number of laying hens;
b the date of culling and the number of hens culled;
c daily egg production;
d the number and/or weight of eggs sold per day or delivered daily by other means;
e the names and addresses of purchasers.

2 Where the feeding method is indicated in accordance with Article 15 of this
Regulation, producers shall, without prejudice to the requirements laid down in part A, III of
Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 852/2004, record the following information, specifying for each
feeding method used:

a the quantity and type of feed supplied or mixed on-site;
b the date of delivery of feed.
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3 Where a producer uses different farming methods on a single production site, the
information referred to in paragraphs 1 and 2 shall be broken down by hen house.

4 For the purposes of this Article, instead of keeping records of sales and deliveries,
producers may keep files of invoices and delivery notes marked as indicated in paragraphs 1
and 2.

Article 21

Records to be kept by collectors

1 Collectors shall record separately, by farming method and by day:
a the quantity of eggs collected, broken down by producer, giving the name, address and

producer code, and the laying date or period;
b the quantity of eggs delivered to the relevant packing centres, broken down by producer,

giving the name, address, packing centre code and the laying date or period.

2 For the purposes of this Article, instead of keeping records of sales and deliveries,
collectors may keep files of invoices and delivery notes marked as indicated in paragraph 1.

Article 22

Records to be kept by packing centres

1 Packing centres shall record separately, by farming method and by day:
a the quantities of ungraded eggs they receive, broken down by producer, giving the name,

address and producer code and the laying date or period;
b after the eggs are graded, the quantities by quality and weight grade;
c the quantities of graded eggs received coming from other packing centres, including the

code of those packing centres and the date of minimum durability;
d the quantities of ungraded eggs delivered to other packing centres, broken down by

producer, including the code of those packing centres and the laying date or period;
e the number and/or weight of eggs delivered, by quality and weight grade, packing date

in the case of Class B eggs or the date of minimum durability in the case of Class A
eggs, and by purchaser, with the name and address of the latter.

Packing centres shall update their physical stock records each week.

2 Where Class A eggs and their packs bear an indication of how laying hens are fed in
accordance with Article 15, packing centres using such indications shall keep separate records
in accordance with paragraph 1.

3 For the purposes of this Article, instead of keeping records of sales and deliveries,
packing centres may keep files of invoices and delivery notes marked as indicated in paragraphs
1 and 2.

Article 23

Time limits for keeping records

Records and files referred to in Articles 7(2), 20, 21 and 22 shall be kept for at least 12
months from the date of their creation.
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Article 24

Checks

1 The [F28relevant authority] shall appoint inspection services to check compliance with
this Regulation.

[F292 The inspection services referred to in paragraph 1 shall check the products covered by
this Regulation at the different stages of marketing, as appropriate. Apart from random sampling,
checks shall be carried out on the basis of a risk analysis, taking into account the type and
throughput of the establishment concerned, as well as the operator’s past records as regards
compliance with the marketing standards for eggs.]

3 For Class A eggs imported from third countries, the checks provided for in paragraph
2 shall be made [F30before being offered for sale to the final consumer or to mass caterers].

Class B eggs imported from third countries shall be released for free circulation only
after checking at the time of customs clearance that their final destination is the
processing industry.

4 Apart from random sampling, operators shall be inspected at a frequency to be
determined by the inspection services on the basis of a risk analysis as referred to in paragraph
2, taking account, at least, of:

a the results of previous checks;
b the complexity of the marketing channels followed by the eggs;
c the degree of segmentation in the production or packing establishment;
d the quantity of eggs produced or packed;
e any substantial changes from previous years in the type of eggs produced or processed

or in the marketing method.

5 Inspections shall be conducted regularly and be unannounced. Records referred to in
Articles 20, 21 and 22 shall be made available on first request to the inspection services.

Textual Amendments
F28 Words in Art. 24(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(14); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F29 Substituted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) No 342/2013 of 16 April 2013 amending
Regulation (EC) No 589/2008 laying down detailed rules for implementing Council Regulation (EC)
No 1234/2007 as regards marketing standards for eggs.

F30 Words in Art. 24(3) substituted (S.) (1.1.2022) by The Eggs (Amendment) (Scotland) Regulations
2021 (S.S.I. 2021/460), regs. 1, 2; substituted (E.) (1.1.2022) by The Eggs (England) Regulations 2021
(S.I. 2021/1413), regs. 1(1), 2(2); and substituted (W.) (4.3.2022) by The Eggs (Wales) Regulations
2022 (S.I. 2022/209), regs. 1(1), 2(2)
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Article 25

Decisions on non-compliance

1 Decisions by inspection services following inspections provided for in Article 24
indicating non-compliance with this Regulation may only be taken for the whole of the batch
which has been checked.

2 Where the checked batch is deemed not to comply with this Regulation, the inspection
service shall prohibit its marketing, or importation if the batch comes from a third country,
unless and until proof is forthcoming that it has been made to comply with this Regulation.

3 The inspection service which made the check shall verify whether the rejected batch
has been or is being made to comply with this Regulation.

Article 26

Tolerance for quality defects

1 The following tolerances shall be allowed when checking batches of Class A eggs:
a at the packing centre, just before dispatch: 5 % of eggs with quality defects;
b at the other marketing stages: 7 % of eggs with quality defects.

2 For eggs marketed as ‘extra’ or ‘extra fresh’, no tolerance shall be allowed for the
height of the air space at the time of packing or import.

3 Where the batch checked contains fewer than 180 eggs, the percentages referred to in
paragraph 1 shall be doubled.

Article 27

Tolerance for egg weight

1 Except in the case provided for in Article 4(3), in the checking of batches of Class A
eggs, a tolerance shall be allowed as regards the weight per egg. Such batches may contain not
more than 10 % of eggs of weight grades adjacent to that marked on the packing, but not more
than 5 % of eggs of the next lower weight grade.

2 Where the batch checked contains fewer than 180 eggs, the percentages referred to in
paragraph 1 shall be doubled.

Article 28

Tolerance for marking eggs

A tolerance of 20 % of eggs with marks that are illegible shall be allowed in the checking
of batches and packs.
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Article 29

Eggs for export to third countries [F31and for movement into Northern Ireland]

Eggs packed and intended for export [F32, or movement into Northern Ireland,] may be
made to comply with requirements different from those laid down in [F33Annex 7 to
Regulation (EU) No 1308/2013] and this Regulation as regards quality, marking and
labelling, or with additional requirements.

Textual Amendments
F31 Words in Art. 29 heading inserted (31.12.2020) by S.I. 2019/1422, reg. 4(15)(a) (as substituted by The

Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural Products (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU
Exit) (No. 2) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1453), regs. 1(2)(b), 14(8))

F32 Words in Art. 29 inserted (31.12.2020) by S.I. 2019/1422, reg. 4(15)(b)(i) (as substituted by The
Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural Products (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU
Exit) (No. 2) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1453), regs. 1(2)(b), 14(8))

F33 Words in Art. 29 substituted (31.12.2020) by S.I. 2019/1422, reg. 4(15)(b)(ii) (as substituted by The
Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural Products (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU
Exit) (No. 2) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1453), regs. 1(2)(b), 14(8))

Article 30

Imported eggs

[F341 Before eggs may be imported into Great Britain from a third country, the Secretary of
State must make a determination of equivalence.

Any determination must include an evaluation of the rules on labelling and marketing,
farming methods and control and an assessment of whether the requirements contained
in this Regulation are effectively met by operators in the third country concerned.

The Secretary of State must review the evaluation regularly.]
2 Eggs imported from third countries shall be clearly and legibly marked in the country
of origin with its ISO 3166 country code.

[F352A. Eggs and packs of eggs moving from Northern Ireland to Great Britain must be marked
in accordance with the requirements in this Regulation and in Annex 7 to Regulation (EU) No
1308/2013.]

3 Where there is not sufficient guarantee as to the equivalence of rules as referred to
in [F36paragraph 1 above], packs containing eggs imported from the countries in question shall
bear on the outer surface in easily visible and clearly legible type:

a the country of origin;
b the farming method as ‘[F37non-UK] standard’.

[F38Eggs may continue to be marked as ‘non-EC standard’ [F39for the period beginning
with 30 September 2022 and ending with 31 December 2023].]
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Textual Amendments
F34 Art. 30(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Agriculture (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU Exit)

Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1402), regs. 1(3), 3(3) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1452, regs. 1(2)(b),
7(2)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F35 Art. 30(2A) inserted by S.I. 2019/1422, reg. 4(15A) (as inserted by The Common Organisation of the
Markets in Agricultural Products (Miscellaneous Amendments) (EU Exit) (No. 2) Regulations 2020
(S.I. 2020/1453), regs. 1(2)(b), 14(9))

F36 Words in Art. 30(3) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(16)(a); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F37 Word in Art. 30(3)(b) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(16)(b); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F38 Words in Art. 30(3) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Common Organisation of the Markets in
Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(16)(c) (as amended by S.I. 2020/1453, regs. 1(2)
(b), 14(10)); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F39 Words in Art. 30(3) substituted (E.) (30.9.2022) by The Food Information (Amendment of Transitional
Provisions) (England) Regulations 2022 (S.I. 2022/938), regs. 1(1), 12; substituted (W.) (30.9.2022)
by The Food Information (Amendment of Transitional Provisions) (Wales) Regulations 2022 (S.I.
2022/939), regs. 1(2), 12; and substituted (S.) (30.9.2022) by The Food Information (Transitional
Provisions) (Miscellaneous Amendments) (Scotland) Regulations 2022 (S.S.I. 2022/265), regs. 1(1), 2

F40Article 31

[F40Reporting]

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F40 Deleted by Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2017/1185 of 20 April 2017 laying down

rules for the application of Regulations (EU) No 1307/2013 and (EU) No 1308/2013 of the European
Parliament and of the Council as regards notifications to the Commission of information and
documents and amending and repealing several Commission Regulations (Text with EEA relevance).

F41Article 32

Notification of infringements

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F41 Art. 32 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in Agricultural

Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit) (No. 2)
Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(17); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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Article 33

Exceptions for the French overseas departments

1 By way of derogation from Article 2(3), eggs intended for retail trade in the French
overseas departments may be dispatched chilled to those departments. In that case, the sell-by
date may be extended to 33 days.

2 In the case referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article, in addition to the requirements
provided for in Articles 12 and 16, the wording ‘chilled eggs’ shall appear and particulars as to
refrigeration shall be given on the outer surface of the pack.

The distinguishing mark for ‘chilled eggs’ shall be an equilateral triangle of at least 10
mm along the sides.

F42Article 34

Exceptions for certain regions of Finland

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F42 Arts. 34-37 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(18); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F42Article 35

Evaluation of practices regarding certain voluntary labelling

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F42 Arts. 34-37 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(18); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F42Article 36

Penalties

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
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Textual Amendments
F42 Arts. 34-37 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(18); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

F42Article 37

Notifications

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Textual Amendments
F42 Arts. 34-37 omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(18); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)

Article 38

Repeal

Regulation (EC) No 557/2007 is hereby repealed with effect from 1 July 2008.

References to the repealed Regulation and to Regulation (EC) No 1028/2006 shall be
construed as references to this Regulation and shall be read in accordance with the
correlation table in Annex IV.

Article 39

Entry into force

This Regulation shall enter into force on the seventh day following its publication in the
Official Journal of the European Union.

It shall apply from 1 July 2008.

Article 33 shall apply until 30 June 2009.

F43...

Textual Amendments
F43 Words in Signature omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Common Organisation of the Markets in

Agricultural Products and Common Agricultural Policy (Miscellaneous Amendments etc.) (EU Exit)
(No. 2) Regulations 2019 (S.I. 2019/1422), regs. 1, 4(19); 2020 c. 1, Sch. 5 para. 1(1)
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