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Regulation (EC) No 593/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 17 June 2008 on the law applicable to contractual obligations (Rome I)

CHAPTER II

UNIFORM RULES

Article 6

Consumer contracts

1 Without prejudice to Articles 5 and 7, a contract concluded by a natural person for
a purpose which can be regarded as being outside his trade or profession (the consumer) with
another person acting in the exercise of his trade or profession (the professional) shall be
governed by the law of the country where the consumer has his habitual residence, provided
that the professional:

a pursues his commercial or professional activities in the country where the consumer
has his habitual residence, or

b by any means, directs such activities to that country or to several countries including
that country,

and the contract falls within the scope of such activities.

2 Notwithstanding paragraph 1, the parties may choose the law applicable to a contract
which fulfils the requirements of paragraph 1, in accordance with Article 3. Such a choice may
not, however, have the result of depriving the consumer of the protection afforded to him by
provisions that cannot be derogated from by agreement by virtue of the law which, in the absence
of choice, would have been applicable on the basis of paragraph 1.

3 If the requirements in points (a) or (b) of paragraph 1 are not fulfilled, the law
applicable to a contract between a consumer and a professional shall be determined pursuant
to Articles 3 and 4.

4 Paragraphs 1 and 2 shall not apply to:
a a contract for the supply of services where the services are to be supplied to the

consumer exclusively in a country other than that in which he has his habitual residence;
b a contract of carriage other than a contract relating to package travel within the meaning

of Council Directive 90/314/EEC of 13 June 1990 on package travel, package holidays
and package tours(1);

c a contract relating to a right in rem in immovable property or a tenancy of immovable
property other than a contract relating to the right to use immovable properties on a
timeshare basis within the meaning of Directive 94/47/EC;

d rights and obligations which constitute a financial instrument and rights and obligations
constituting the terms and conditions governing the issuance or offer to the public and
public take-over bids of transferable securities, and the subscription and redemption of
units in collective investment undertakings in so far as these activities do not constitute
provision of a financial service;

e a contract concluded within the type of system falling within the scope of Article 4(1)
(h).
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(1) OJ L 158, 23.6.1990, p. 59.

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.1990.158.01.0059.01.ENG
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