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COMMISSION REGULATION (EC) No 737/2008 

of 28 July 2008 

designating the Community reference laboratories for crustacean 
diseases, rabies and bovine tuberculosis, laying down additional 
responsibilities and tasks for the Community reference 
laboratories for rabies and bovine tuberculosis and amending 
Annex VII to Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European 

Parliament and of the Council 

THE COMMISSION OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 

Having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Community, 

Having regard to Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 of the European 
Parliament and of the Council of 29 April 2004 on official controls 
performed to ensure the verification of compliance with feed and food 
law, animal health and animal welfare rules ( 1 ), and in particular 
Article 32(5) and (6) thereof, 

Having regard to Council Directive 2006/88/EC of 24 October 2006 on 
animal health requirements for aquaculture animals and products 
thereof, and on the prevention and control of certain diseases in 
aquatic animals ( 2 ), and in particular Article 55(1) thereof, 

Whereas: 

(1) Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 lays down the general tasks, duties 
and requirements for Community reference laboratories for food 
and feed and for animal health. The Community reference labora­
tories for animal health and live animals are listed in Part II of 
Annex VII to that Regulation. 

(2) Directive 2006/88/EC lays down the animal health requirements 
for the placing on the market, and the importation and the transit 
through the Community of aquaculture animals and products 
thereof, and certain minimum preventive and control measures 
for certain diseases in those animals. Pursuant to that Directive, 
the Community reference laboratories for aquatic animal diseases 
are to comply with the functions and duties laid down in Part I of 
Annex VI thereto. 

(3) Following the completion of the selection procedure of a call for 
designation, the Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture 
Science (Cefas), Weymouth Laboratory, United Kingdom, should 
be designated as the Community reference laboratory for crus­
tacean diseases. 

(4) Following the completion of the selection procedure of a call for 
designation, the Laboratoire d’études sur la rage et la pathologie 
des animaux sauvages of the Agence Française de Sécurité 
Sanitaire des Aliments (AFSSA), Nancy, France, should be 
designated as the Community reference laboratory for rabies. 
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( 1 ) OJ L 165, 30.4.2004, p. 1, as corrected by OJ L 191, 28.5.2004, p. 1. 
Regulation as last amended by Council Regulation (EC) No 301/2008 (OJ 
L 97, 9.4.2008, p. 85). 

( 2 ) OJ L 328, 24.11.2006, p. 14. Directive as amended by Commission Directive 
2008/53/EC (OJ L 117, 1.5.2008, p. 27).



 

(5) Following the completion of the selection procedure of a call for 
designation, the Laboratorio de Vigilancia Veterinaria 
(VISAVET) of the Facultad de Veterinaria, Universidad 
Complutense de Madrid, Madrid, Spain, should be designated 
as the Community reference laboratory for bovine tuberculosis. 

(6) The Community reference laboratories for crustacean diseases, 
rabies and bovine tuberculosis should be designated for an 
initial period of five years from 1 July 2008 in order to enable 
the assessment of their performance and compliance. 

(7) In addition to the general functions and duties laid down in 
Article 32(2) of Regulation (EC) No 882/2004, certain specific 
responsibilities and tasks linked to the characteristics of the 
agents causing the disease should be carried out at Community 
level to ensure enhanced coordination. Therefore, these additional 
specific responsibilities and tasks should be laid down in the 
present Regulation for the Community reference laboratories for 
rabies and bovine tuberculosis. 

(8) Part II of Annex VII to Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 should 
therefore be amended accordingly. 

(9) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance 
with the opinion of the Standing Committee of the Food Chain 
and Animal Health, 

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 

▼M2 

Article 1 

The Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture Science (Cefas), 
Weymouth Laboratory, United Kingdom, is hereby designated as the 
EU reference laboratory for crustacean diseases from 1 July 2008 until 
30 June 2018. 

▼M3 __________ 

▼B 

Article 4 

In Part II of Annex VII to Regulation (EC) No 882/2004, the following 
points 15, 16 and 17 are added: 

‘15. Community reference laboratory for crustacean diseases 

Centre for Environment, Fisheries & Aquaculture Science 
(Cefas) 

Weymouth Laboratory 

The Nothe 

Barrack Road 

Weymouth 

Dorset DT4 8UB 

United Kingdom 
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16. Community reference laboratory for rabies 

AFSSA — Laboratoire d’études sur la rage et la pathologie des 
animaux sauvages, Nancy, France 

54220 Malzéville 

France 

17. Community reference laboratory for bovine tuberculosis 

VISAVET — Laboratorio de vigilancia veterinaria, Facultad de 
Veterinaria, Universidad Complutense de Madrid 

Avda. Puerta de Hierro, s/n. Ciudad Universitaria 

28040 Madrid 

Spain’ 

Article 5 

This Regulation shall enter into force on the 20th day following its 
publication in the Official Journal of the European Union. 

This Regulation shall be binding in its entirety and directly applicable in 
all Member States. 

▼M3 __________ 

▼B 
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