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Council Regulation (EC) No 1186/2009 of 16 November 2009 setting
up a Community system of reliefs from customs duty (codified version)

TITLE II

RELIEF FROM IMPORT DUTY

CHAPTER XXI

Goods imported for trade promotion purposes

A.
Samples of goods of negligible value

Article 86

1 Without prejudice to Article 90(1)(a), samples of goods which are of negligible value
and can be used only to solicit orders for goods of the type they represent with a view to their
being imported into the customs territory of the Community shall be admitted free of import
duties.

2 The competent authorities may require that certain articles, to qualify for relief, be
rendered permanently unusable by being torn, perforated, or clearly and indelibly marked, or
by any other process, provided such operation does not destroy their character as samples.

3 For the purposes of paragraph 1, ‘samples of goods’ means any article representing a
type of goods whose manner of presentation and quantity, for goods of the same type or quality,
rule out its use for any purpose other than that of seeking orders.


