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ANNEX I

MINIMUM CRITERIA FOR ORGANISATIONS TO OBTAIN
OR TO CONTINUE TO ENJOY COMMUNITY RECOGNITION

(referred to in Article 3)
A.GENERAL MINIMUM CRITERIA

1. A recognised organisation must have legal personality in the State of its location. Its
accounts shall be certified by independent auditors.

2. The recognised organisation must be able to document extensive experience in
assessing the design and construction of merchant ships.

3. The recognised organisation must be equipped at all times with significant managerial,
technical, support and research staff commensurate with the size of the fleet in its class,
its composition and the organisation’s involvement in the construction and conversion
of ships. The recognised organisation must be capable of assigning to every place of
work, when and as needed, means and staff commensurate with the tasks to be carried
out in accordance with general minimum criteria under points 6 and 7 and with the
specific minimum criteria under part B.

4. The recognised organisation must have and apply a set of own comprehensive rules
and procedures, or the demonstrated ability thereto, for the design, construction and
periodic survey of merchant ships, having the quality of internationally recognised
standards. They must be published and continually upgraded and improved through
research and development programmes.

5. The recognised organisation must have its register of ships published on an annual
basis or maintained in an electronic database accessible to the public.

6. The recognised organisation must not be controlled by shipowners or shipbuilders, or
by others engaged commercially in the manufacture, equipping, repair or operation
of ships. The recognised organisation is not substantially dependent on a single
commercial enterprise for its revenue. The recognised organisation does not carry out
class or statutory work if it is identical to or has business, personal or family links to
the shipowner or operator. This incompatibility shall also apply to surveyors employed
by the recognised organisation.

7. The recognised organisation must operate in accordance with the provisions set
out in the Annex to IMO Resolution A.789(19) on specifications on the survey
and certification functions of recognised organisations acting on behalf of the
administration, in so far as they cover matters falling within the scope of this
Regulation.
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