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Regulation (EC) No 715/2009 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
13 July 2009 on conditions for access to the natural gas transmission networks
and repealing Regulation (EC) No 1775/2005 (Text with EEA relevance)

Article 6

Establishment of network codes

1 The Commission shall, after consulting the Agency, the ENTSO for Gas and the other
relevant stakeholders establish an annual priority list identifying the areas set out in Article 8(6)
to be included in the development of network codes.

2 The Commission shall request the Agency to submit to it within a reasonable period
of time not exceeding six months a non-binding framework guideline (framework guideline)
setting out clear and objective principles, in accordance with Article 8(7), for the development
of network codes relating to the areas identified in the priority list. Each framework guideline
shall contribute to non-discrimination, effective competition and the efficient functioning of the
market. Upon a reasoned request from the Agency, the Commission may extend that period.

3 The Agency shall formally consult the ENTSO for Gas and the other relevant
stakeholders in regard to the framework guideline, during a period of no less than two months,
in an open and transparent manner.

4 If the Commission considers that the framework guideline does not contribute to non-
discrimination, effective competition and the efficient functioning of the market, it may request
the Agency to review the framework guideline within a reasonable period of time and re-submit
it to the Commission.

5 If the Agency fails to submit or re-submit a framework guideline within the period
set by the Commission under paragraphs 2 or 4, the Commission shall elaborate the framework
guideline in question.

6 The Commission shall request the ENTSO for Gas to submit a network code which
is in line with the relevant framework guideline, to the Agency within a reasonable period of
time not exceeding 12 months.

7 Within a period of three months after the day of receipt of a network code, during
which the Agency may formally consult the relevant stakeholders, the Agency shall provide a
reasoned opinion to the ENTSO for Gas on the network code.

8 The ENTSO for Gas may amend the network code in the light of the opinion of the
Agency and re-submit it to the Agency.

9 Once the Agency is satisfied that the network code is in line with the relevant
framework guideline, the Agency shall submit the network code to the Commission and may
recommend that it be adopted within a reasonable time period. The Commission shall provide
reasons in the event that it does not adopt that network code.

10 Where the ENTSO for Gas has failed to develop a network code within the period
of time set by the Commission under paragraph 6, the Commission may request the Agency
to prepare a draft network code on the basis of the relevant framework guideline. The Agency
may launch a further consultation in the course of preparing a draft network code under this
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paragraph. The Agency shall submit a draft network code prepared under this paragraph to the
Commission and may recommend that it be adopted.

11 The Commission may adopt, on its own initiative where the ENTSO for Gas has failed
to develop a network code, or the Agency has failed to develop a draft network code as referred
to in paragraph 10 of this Article, or upon recommendation of the Agency under paragraph 9 of
this Article, one or more network codes in the areas listed in Article 8(6).

Where the Commission proposes to adopt a network code on its own initiative, the
Commission shall consult the Agency, the ENTSO for Gas and all relevant stakeholders
in regard to the draft network code during a period of no less than two months.
Those measures, designed to amend non-essential elements of this Regulation by
supplementing it, shall be adopted in accordance with the regulatory procedure with
scrutiny referred to in Article 28(2).

12 This Article shall be without prejudice to the Commission's right to adopt and amend
the Guidelines as laid down in Article 23.
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