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Regulation (EU) No 1299/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 17 December 2013 on specific provisions for the support from the European

Regional Development Fund to the European territorial cooperation goal

CHAPTER I

General provisions

Article 1

Subject matter and scope

1 This Regulation establishes the scope of the ERDF with regard to the European
territorial cooperation goal and lays down specific provisions concerning that goal.

2 This Regulation defines, for the European territorial cooperation goal, the priority
objectives and organisation of the ERDF, the criteria for Member States and regions to be
eligible for support from the ERDF, the financial resources available for support from the ERDF,
and the criteria for their allocation.

It also lays down the provisions necessary to ensure effective implementation,
monitoring, financial management and control of operational programmes under the
European territorial cooperation goal ("cooperation programmes"), including when
third countries participate in such cooperation programmes.

3 Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013 and Chapter I of Regulation (EU) No 1301/2013 shall
apply to the European territorial cooperation goal and to cooperation programmes thereunder,
except where specifically provided for under this Regulation or where those provisions can only
apply to the Investment for growth and jobs goal.

Article 2

Components of the European territorial cooperation goal

Under the European territorial cooperation goal, the ERDF shall support the following
components:

(1) cross-border cooperation between adjacent regions to promote integrated regional
development between neighbouring land and maritime border regions in two or more
Member States or between neighbouring border regions in at least one Member State
and one third country on external borders of the Union other than those covered by
programmes under the external financial instruments of the Union;

(2) transnational cooperation over larger transnational territories, involving national,
regional and local partners and also covering maritime cross-border cooperation in
cases not covered by cross-border cooperation, with a view to achieving a higher
degree of territorial integration of those territories;

(3) interregional cooperation to reinforce the effectiveness of cohesion policy by
promoting:
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(a) exchange of experience focusing on thematic objectives among partners
throughout the Union, including in relation to the development of regions
referred to in Article 174 TFEU on the identification and dissemination
of good practices with a view to their transfer principally to operational
programmes under the Investment for growth and jobs goal but also, where
relevant, to cooperation programmes;

(b) exchange of experience concerning the identification, transfer and
dissemination of good practices in relation to sustainable urban
development, including urban-rural linkages;

(c) exchange of experience concerning the identification, transfer and
dissemination of good practices and innovative approaches in relation to the
implementation of cooperation programmes and actions as well as to the use
of EGTCs;

(d) analysis of development trends in relation to the aims of territorial
cohesion, including territorial aspects of economic and social cohesion, and
harmonious development of Union territory through studies, data collection
and other measures.

Article 3

Geographical coverage

1 For cross-border cooperation, the regions to be supported shall be the NUTS level 3
regions of the Union along all internal and external land borders other than those covered by
programmes under the external financial instruments of the Union, and all NUTS level 3 regions
of the Union along maritime borders separated by a maximum of 150 km, without prejudice to
potential adjustments needed to ensure the coherence and continuity of cooperation programme
areas established for the 2007-2013 programming period.

The Commission shall adopt a decision, by means of implementing acts, setting out the
list of cross-border areas to receive support, broken down by cooperation programme.
Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure
referred to in Article 150(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

That list shall also specify those NUTS level 3 regions of the Union taken into account
for the ERDF allocation for cross-border cooperation at all internal borders, and those
external borders covered by the external financial instruments of the Union, such as the
ENI pursuant to the ENI legislative act and the IPA II pursuant to the IPA II legislative
act.

When submitting draft cross-border cooperation programmes, Member States, in duly
justified cases, and, in order to ensure the coherence of cross-border areas, may request
that NUTS level 3 regions other than those listed in the decision referred to in the second
subparagraph, are added to a given cross-border cooperation area.

At the request of the Member State or Member States concerned, in order to facilitate
cross border cooperation on maritime borders for outermost regions, and without
prejudice to the provisions of the first subparagraph, the Commission may include, in
the decision referred to in the second subparagraph, NUTS level 3 regions in outermost
regions along maritime borders separated by more than 150 km as cross-border areas
which may receive support from the corresponding allocation of those Member States.
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2 Without prejudice to Article 20(2) and (3), cross-border cooperation programmes may
cover regions in Norway and Switzerland and also cover Liechtenstein, Andorra, Monaco and
San Marino and third countries or territories neighbouring outermost regions, all of which shall
be equivalent to NUTS level 3 regions.

3 For transnational cooperation, the Commission shall adopt a decision, by means of
implementing acts, setting out the list of transnational areas to receive support, broken down
by cooperation programme and covering NUTS level 2 regions, while ensuring the continuity
of such cooperation in larger coherent areas based on previous programmes, taking account,
where appropriate, of macro-regional and sea-basin strategies. Those implementing acts shall be
adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred to in Article 150(2) of Regulation
(EU) No 1303/2013.

When submitting draft transnational cooperation programmes, Member States may
request that additional NUTS level 2 regions located adjacent to the regions listed in
the decision referred to in the first subparagraph are added to a given transnational
cooperation area. Member States shall give reasons for such a request.

4 Without prejudice to Article 20(2) and (3), transnational cooperation programmes may
cover regions in both of the following third countries or territories:

a the third countries or territories listed or referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article;
b the Faroe Islands and Greenland.

Without prejudice to Article 20(2) and (3), transnational cooperation programmes may
also cover regions in third countries covered by the external financial instruments of the
Union, such as the ENI pursuant to the ENI legislative act, including the relevant regions
of the Russian Federation, and the IPA II pursuant to the IPA II legislative act. Annual
appropriations corresponding to the support of the ENI and IPA II to those programmes
shall be made available, provided that the programmes adequately address the relevant
external cooperation objectives.

Such regions shall be equivalent to NUTS level 2 regions.

5 For interregional cooperation, support from the ERDF shall cover the entire territory
of the Union.

Without prejudice to Article 20(2) and (3), interregional cooperation programmes may
cover the whole or part of the third countries or territories referred to in points (a) and
(b) of the first subparagraph of paragraph 4 of this Article.

6 For information purposes, regions of third countries or territories referred to in
paragraphs 2 and 4 shall be mentioned in the lists referred to in paragraphs 1 and 3.

7 In duly justified cases, in order to increase the efficiency of programme
implementation, the outermost regions may, in a single programme for territorial cooperation,
combine the amounts of the ERDF allocated for cross-border and transnational cooperation,
including the additional allocation provided for under Article 4(2), while complying with the
applicable rules for each of those allocations.

Article 4

Resources for European territorial cooperation goal

1 Resources for the European territorial cooperation goal shall amount to 2,75 % of the
global resources available for budgetary commitment from the ERDF, ESF and the Cohesion
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Fund for the 2014-2020 programming period and set out in Article 91(1) of Regulation (EU)
No 1303/2013 (i.e., a total of EUR 8 948 259 330) and shall be allocated as follows:

a 74,05 % (i.e., a total of EUR 6 626 631 760) for cross-border cooperation;
b 20,36 % (i.e., a total of EUR 1 821 627 570) for transnational cooperation;
c 5,59 % (i.e., a total of EUR 500 000 000) for interregional cooperation.

2 For programmes under the European territorial cooperation goal, the outermost
regions shall be allocated not less than 150 % of the ERDF support they received in the
2007-2013 programming period for cooperation programmes. In addition, an amount of EUR 50
000 000 from the allocation for interregional cooperation shall be set aside for outermost regions'
cooperation. Concerning thematic concentration, Article 6(1) shall apply to that additional
allocation.

3 The Commission shall communicate to each Member State its share of the global
amounts for cross-border and transnational cooperation as referred to in points (a) and (b)
of paragraph 1, broken down by year. Population size in the areas referred to in the second
subparagraph of Article 3(1) and the first subparagraph of Article 3(3) shall be used as the
criterion for the breakdown by Member State.

Based on the amounts communicated pursuant to the first subparagraph, each Member
State shall inform the Commission whether, and how, it has used the transfer option
provided for in Article 5 and the resulting distribution of funds among the cross-border
and transnational programmes in which the Member State participates. The Commission
shall, on the basis of the information provided by Member States, adopt a decision,
by means of implementing acts, setting out a list of all cooperation programmes and
indicating the global amount of the total ERDF support for each programme. Those
implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the advisory procedure referred
to in Article 150(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013

4 The contribution from the ERDF to cross-border and sea-basin programmes under
the ENI and to the cross-border programmes under the IPA II shall be established by the
Commission and the Member States concerned. The ERDF contribution established for each
Member State shall not subsequently be reallocated between the Member States concerned.

5 Support from the ERDF to individual cross-border and sea-basin programmes under
the ENI and to the cross-border programmes under the IPA II shall be granted provided that
at least equivalent amounts are provided by the ENI and the IPA II. That equivalence shall be
subject to a maximum amount set out in the ENI legislative act or the IPA II legislative act.

6 The annual appropriations corresponding to the support from the ERDF to cross-
border and sea-basin programmes under the ENI and to the cross-border programmes under the
IPA II shall be entered in the relevant budget lines of those instruments for the 2014 budgetary
exercise.

7 In 2015 and 2016, the annual contribution from the ERDF to the programmes under
the ENI and the IPA II, for which no programme has been submitted to the Commission by
30 June under the cross-border and sea-basin programmes under the ENI, and under the cross-
border programmes under the IPA II, and which has not been re-allocated to another programme
submitted under the same category of external cooperation programmes, shall be allocated to
the internal cross-border cooperation programmes under point (a) of paragraph 1 in which the
Member State or Member States concerned participates or participate.

If by 30 June 2017, there are still cross-border and sea-basin programmes under the
ENI and cross-border programmes under the IPA II which have not been submitted to
the Commission, the entire contribution from the ERDF referred to in paragraph 4 to
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those programmes for the remaining years up to 2020, which has not been re-allocated
to another adopted programme under the same category of external cooperation
programmes, shall be allocated to the internal cross-border cooperation programmes
under point (a) of paragraph 1 in which the Member State or Member States concerned
participates or participate.

8 Any cross-border and sea basin programmes, referred to in paragraph 4, adopted by
the Commission shall be discontinued, or the allocation to the programmes shall be reduced, in
accordance with the applicable rules and procedures, in particular if:

a none of the partner countries covered by the programme have signed the relevant
financing agreement by the deadline set out in accordance with the ENI legislative act
or the IPA II legislative act; or

b the programme cannot be implemented as planned due to problems in relations between
the participating countries.

In such cases, the contribution from the ERDF referred to in paragraph 4 corresponding
to annual instalments not yet committed, or annual instalments committed and de-
committed totally or partially during the same budgetary year, which have not been
re-allocated to another programme of the same category of external cooperation
programmes, shall be allocated to the internal cross-border cooperation programmes
under point (a) of paragraph 1 in which the Member State or Member States concerned
participates or participate, at its or their request.

9 The Commission shall provide an annual summary of the financial implementation of
cross-border and sea-basin programmes under the ENI, and of cross-border programmes under
the IPA II, to which the ERDF contributes in accordance with this Article, to the Committee
established under Article 150(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1303/2013.

Article 5

Transfer option

Each Member State may transfer up to 15 % of its financial allocation for each of
the components referred to in points (a) and (b) of Article 4(1) from one of those
components to the other.
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