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Regulation (EU) No 1380/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
11 December 2013 on the Common Fisheries Policy, amending Council Regulations

(EC) No 1954/2003 and (EC) No 1224/2009 and repealing Council Regulations
(EC) No 2371/2002 and (EC) No 639/2004 and Council Decision 2004/585/EC

PART I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 2

Objectives

1 The CFP shall ensure that fishing and aquaculture activities are environmentally
sustainable in the long-term and are managed in a way that is consistent with the objectives of
achieving economic, social and employment benefits, and of contributing to the availability of
food supplies.

2 The CFP shall apply the precautionary approach to fisheries management, and shall
aim to ensure that exploitation of living marine biological resources restores and maintains
populations of harvested species above levels which can produce the maximum sustainable
yield.

In order to reach the objective of progressively restoring and maintaining populations of
fish stocks above biomass levels capable of producing maximum sustainable yield, the
maximum sustainable yield exploitation rate shall be achieved by 2015 where possible
and, on a progressive, incremental basis at the latest by 2020 for all stocks.

3 The CFP shall implement the ecosystem-based approach to fisheries management so
as to ensure that negative impacts of fishing activities on the marine ecosystem are minimised,
and shall endeavour to ensure that aquaculture and fisheries activities avoid the degradation of
the marine environment.

4 The CFP shall contribute to the collection of scientific data.

5 The CFP shall, in particular:
a gradually eliminate discards, on a case-by-case basis, taking into account the best

available scientific advice, by avoiding and reducing, as far as possible, unwanted
catches, and by gradually ensuring that catches are landed;

b where necessary, make the best use of unwanted catches, without creating a market for
such of those catches that are below the minimum conservation reference size;

c provide conditions for economically viable and competitive fishing capture and
processing industry and land-based fishing related activity;

d provide for measures to adjust the fishing capacity of the fleets to levels of fishing
opportunities consistent with paragraph 2, with a view to having economically viable
fleets without overexploiting marine biological resources;

e promote the development of sustainable Union aquaculture activities to contribute to
food supplies and security and employment;

f contribute to a fair standard of living for those who depend on fishing activities, bearing
in mind coastal fisheries and socio-economic aspects;
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g contribute to an efficient and transparent internal market for fisheries and aquaculture
products and contribute to ensuring a level–playing field for fisheries and aquaculture
products marketed in the Union;

h take into account the interests of both consumers and producers;
i promote coastal fishing activities, taking into account socio-economic aspects;
j be coherent with the Union environmental legislation, in particular with the objective

of achieving a good environmental status by 2020 as set out in Article 1(1) of Directive
2008/56/EC, as well as with other Union policies.


