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COMMISSION STATEMENT

Within the framework of the European Union Strategy for the Protection and Welfare of
Animals(1), the Commission will study the welfare of dogs and cats involved in commercial
practices.

If the outcome of that study indicates health risks arising from those commercial practices, the
Commission will consider appropriate options for the protection of human and animal health,
including proposing to the European Parliament and to the Council appropriate adaptations to
current Union legislation on trade in dogs and cats, including the introduction of compatible
systems for their registration accessible across Member States.

In light of the above, the Commission will assess the feasibility and appropriateness of an
extension of such registration systems to dogs and cats marked and identified in accordance
with Union legislation on non-commercial movements of pet animals.
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(1) COM(2012) 6 final/2 Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the
Council and the European Economic and Social Committee on the European Union Strategy for
the Protection and Welfare of Animals 2012-2015.
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