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Regulation (EU) No 952/2013 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 9 October 2013 laying down the Union Customs Code (recast)

TITLE I

GENERAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 2

Rights and obligations of persons with regard to the customs legislation

Section 7

Control of goods

Article 46

Risk management and customs controls

1 The customs authorities may carry out any customs controls they deem necessary.

Customs controls may in particular consist of examining goods, taking samples,
verifying the accuracy and completeness of the information given in a declaration
or notification and the existence, authenticity, accuracy and validity of documents,
examining the accounts of economic operators and other records, inspecting means of
transport, inspecting luggage and other goods carried by or on persons and carrying out
official enquiries and other similar acts.

2 Customs controls, other than random checks, shall primarily be based on risk analysis
using electronic data-processing techniques, with the purpose of identifying and evaluating
the risks and developing the necessary counter-measures, on the basis of criteria developed at
national, Union and, where available, international level.

3 Customs controls shall be performed within a common risk management framework,
based upon the exchange of risk information and risk analysis results between customs
administrations and establishing common risk criteria and standards, control measures and
priority control areas.

Controls based upon such information and criteria shall be carried out without prejudice
to other controls carried out in accordance with paragraph 1 or with other provisions
in force.

4 Customs authorities shall undertake risk management to differentiate between the
levels of risk associated with goods subject to customs control or supervision and to determine
whether the goods will be subject to specific customs controls, and if so, where.

The risk management shall include activities such as collecting data and information,
analysing and assessing risk, prescribing and taking action and regularly monitoring
and reviewing that process and its outcomes, based on international, Union and national
sources and strategies.
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5 Customs authorities shall exchange risk information and risk analysis results where:
a the risks are assessed by a customs authority as being significant and requiring customs

control and the results of the control establish that the event triggering the risks has
occurred; or

b the control results do not establish that the event triggering the risks has occurred, but
the customs authority concerned considers the threat to present a high risk elsewhere
in the Union.

6 For the establishment of the common risk criteria and standards, the control measures
and the priority control areas referred to in paragraph 3, account shall be taken of all of the
following:

a the proportionality to the risk;
b the urgency of the necessary application of the controls;
c the probable impact on trade flow, on individual Member States and on control

resources.

7 The common risk criteria and standards referred to in paragraph 3 shall include all of
the following:

a a description of the risks;
b the factors or indicators of risk to be used to select goods or economic operators for

customs control;
c the nature of customs controls to be undertaken by the customs authorities;
d the duration of the application of the customs controls referred to in point (c).

8 Priority control areas shall cover particular customs procedures, types of goods, traffic
routes, modes of transport or economic operators which are subject to increased levels of risk
analysis and customs controls during a certain period, without prejudice to other controls usually
carried out by the customs authorities.

Article 47

Cooperation between authorities

1 Where, in respect of the same goods, controls other than customs controls are to be
performed by competent authorities other than the customs authorities, customs authorities shall,
in close cooperation with those other authorities, endeavour to have those controls performed,
wherever possible, at the same time and place as customs controls (one-stop-shop), with customs
authorities having the coordinating role in achieving this.

2 In the framework of the controls referred to in this Section, customs and other
competent authorities may, where necessary for the purposes of minimising risk and combating
fraud, exchange with each other and with the Commission data received in the context of the
entry, exit, transit, movement, storage and end-use of goods, including postal traffic, moved
between the customs territory of the Union and countries or territories outside the customs
territory of the Union, the presence and movement within the customs territory of the Union of
non-Union goods and goods placed under the end-use procedure, and the results of any control.
Customs authorities and the Commission may also exchange such data with each other for the
purpose of ensuring a uniform application of the customs legislation.
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Article 48

Post-release control

For the purpose of customs controls, the customs authorities may verify the accuracy
and completeness of the information given in a customs declaration, temporary storage
declaration, entry summary declaration, exit summary declaration, re-export declaration
or re-export notification, and the existence, authenticity, accuracy and validity of
any supporting document and may examine the accounts of the declarant and other
records relating to the operations in respect of the goods in question or to prior or
subsequent commercial operations involving those goods after having released them.
Those authorities may also examine such goods and/or take samples where it is still
possible for them to do so.

Such controls may be carried out at the premises of the holder of the goods or of
the holder's representative, of any other person directly or indirectly involved in those
operations in a business capacity or of any other person in possession of those documents
and data for business purposes.

Article 49

Intra-Union flights and sea crossings

1 Customs controls or formalities shall be carried out in respect of the cabin and hold
baggage of persons either taking an intra-Union flight, or making an intra-Union sea crossing,
only where the customs legislation provides for such controls or formalities.

2 Paragraph 1 shall apply without prejudice to either of the following:
a security and safety checks;
b checks linked to prohibitions or restrictions.

Article 50

Conferral of implementing powers

1 The Commission shall adopt, by means of implementing acts, measures to ensure
uniform application of the customs controls, including the exchange of risk information and risk
analysis results, the common risk criteria and standards, the control measures and the priority
control areas referred to in Article 46(3).

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 285(4).

On imperative grounds of urgency relating to such measures, duly justified by the need
to rapidly update the common risk management framework and adapt the exchange of
risk information and analysis, common risk criteria and standards, control measures and
priority control areas to the evolution of risks, the Commission shall adopt immediately
applicable implementing acts in accordance with the procedure referred to in Article
285(5).

Where the opinion of the committee referred to in Article 285(1) is to be obtained by
written procedure, Article 285(6) shall apply.
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2 The Commission shall determine, by means of implementing acts, the ports or airports
where, in accordance with Article 49, customs controls and formalities are applied to the
following:

a the cabin and hold baggage of persons:

(i) taking a flight in an aircraft which comes from a non-Union airport and which,
after a stopover at a Union airport, continues to another Union airport;

(ii) taking a flight in an aircraft which stops over at a Union airport before
continuing to a non-Union airport;

(iii) using a maritime service provided by the same vessel and comprising
successive legs departing from, calling at or terminating in a non-Union port;

(iv) on board pleasure craft and tourist or business aircraft;
b cabin and hold baggage:

(i) arriving at a Union airport on board an aircraft coming from a non-Union
airport and transferred at that Union airport to another aircraft proceeding on
an intra-Union flight;

(ii) loaded at a Union airport onto an aircraft proceeding on an intra-Union flight
for transfer at another Union airport to an aircraft whose destination is a non-
Union airport.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 285(4).


