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Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring
certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application

of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER III

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF AID

SECTION 7

Aid for environmental protection

Article 45

Investment aid for remediation of contaminated sites

1 Investment aid to undertakings repairing environmental damage by remediating
contaminated sites shall be compatible with the internal market within the meaning of Article
107(3) of the Treaty and shall be exempted from the notification requirement of Article 108(3)
of the Treaty, provided that the conditions laid down in this Article and in Chapter I are fulfilled.

2 The investment shall lead to the repair of the environmental damage, including damage
to the quality of the soil or of surface water or groundwater.

3 Where the legal or physical person liable for the environmental damage under the
law applicable in each Member State without prejudice to the Union rules in this matter —
in particular Directive 2004/35/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 April
2004 on environmental liability with regard to the prevention and remedying of environmental
damage(1) as amended by Directive 2006/21/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 15 March 2006 on the management of waste from extractive industries(2), Directive 2009/31/
EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 April 2009 on the geological storage of
carbon dioxide and amending Council Directive 85/337/EEC, European Parliament and Council
Directives 2000/60/EC, 2001/80/EC, 2004/35/EC, 2006/12/EC, 2008/1/EC and Regulation
(EC) No 1013/2006(3) and Directive 2013/30/EU of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 12 June 2013 on safety of offshore oil and gas operations and amending Directive 2004/35/
EC(4) — is identified, that person must finance the remediation in accordance with the ‘polluter
pays’ principle, and no State aid shall be granted. Where the person liable under the applicable
law is not identified or cannot be made to bear the costs, the person responsible for the
remediation or decontamination work may receive State aid.

4 The eligible costs shall be the costs incurred for the remediation work, less the increase
in the value of the land. All expenditure incurred by an undertaking in remediating its site,
whether or not such expenditure can be shown as a fixed asset on its balance sheet, may be
considered as eligible investment in the case of the remediation of contaminated sites.

5 Evaluations of the increase in value of the land resulting from remediation shall be
carried out by an independent expert.

6 The aid intensity shall not exceed 100 % of the eligible costs.
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