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Commission Regulation (EU) No 651/2014 of 17 June 2014 declaring
certain categories of aid compatible with the internal market in application

of Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER III

SPECIFIC PROVISIONS FOR DIFFERENT CATEGORIES OF AID

SECTION 8

Aid to make good the damage caused by certain natural disasters

Article 50

Aid schemes to make good the damage caused by certain natural disasters

1 Aid schemes to make good the damage caused by earthquakes, avalanches, landslides,
floods, tornadoes, hurricanes, volcanic eruptions and wild fires of natural origin shall be
compatible with the internal market within the meaning of Article 107(2)(b) of the Treaty and
shall be exempted from the notification requirement of Article 108(3) of the Treaty, provided
that the conditions laid down in this Article and in Chapter I are fulfilled.

2 Aid shall be granted subject to the following conditions:
a the competent public authorities of a Member State have formally recognised the

character of the event as a natural disaster; and
b there is a direct causal link between the natural disaster and the damages suffered by

the affected undertaking.

3 Aid schemes related to a specific natural disaster shall be introduced within three years
following the occurrence of the event. Aid on the basis of such schemes shall be granted within
four years following the occurrence.

4 The costs arising from the damage incurred as a direct consequence of the natural
disaster, as assessed by an independent expert recognised by the competent national authority or
by an insurance undertaking shall be eligible costs. Such damage may include material damage
to assets such as buildings, equipment, machinery or stocks and loss of income due to the full or
partial suspension of activity for a period not exceeding six months from the occurrence of the
disaster. The calculation of the material damage shall be based on the repair cost or economic
value of the affected asset before the disaster. It shall not exceed the repair cost or the decrease in
fair market value caused by the disaster, that is to say the difference between the property's value
immediately before and immediately after the occurrence of the disaster. Loss of income shall
be calculated on the basis of financial data of the affected undertaking (earnings before interest
and taxes (EBIT), depreciation and labour costs related only to the establishment affected by the
natural disaster) by comparing the financial data for the six months after the occurrence of the
disaster with the average of three years chosen among the five years preceding the occurrence
of the disaster (by excluding the two years giving the best and the worst financial result) and
calculated for the same six months period of the year. The damage shall be calculated at the
level of the individual beneficiary.
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5 The aid and any other payments received to compensate for the damage, including
payments under insurance policies, shall not exceed 100 % of the eligible costs.


