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Council Regulation (EU) 2015/1589 of 13 July 2015 laying down
detailed rules for the application of Article 108 of the Treaty on the

Functioning of the European Union (codification) (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER I

GENERAL

Article 1

Definitions

For the purposes of this Regulation, the following definitions shall apply:

(a) ‘aid’ means any measure fulfilling all the criteria laid down in Article 107(1) TFEU;

(b) ‘existing aid’ means:

(i) without prejudice to Articles 144 and 172 of the Act of Accession of Austria,
Finland and Sweden, to point 3 and the Appendix of Annex IV to the Act
of Accession of the Czech Republic, Estonia, Cyprus, Latvia, Lithuania,
Hungary, Malta, Poland, Slovenia and Slovakia, to points 2 and 3(b) and the
Appendix of Annex V to the Act of Accession of Bulgaria and Romania, and
to points 2 and 3(b) and the Appendix of Annex IV to the Act of Accession
of Croatia, all aid which existed prior to the entry into force of the TFEU in
the respective Member States, that is to say, aid schemes and individual aid
which were put into effect before, and are still applicable after, the entry into
force of the TFEU in the respective Member States;

(ii) authorised aid, that is to say, aid schemes and individual aid which have been
authorised by the Commission or by the Council;

(iii) aid which is deemed to have been authorised pursuant to Article 4(6) of
Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 or to Article 4(6) of this Regulation, or prior
to Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 but in accordance with this procedure;

(iv) aid which is deemed to be existing aid pursuant to Article 17 of this
Regulation;

(v) aid which is deemed to be an existing aid because it can be established that
at the time it was put into effect it did not constitute an aid, and subsequently
became an aid due to the evolution of the internal market and without having
been altered by the Member State. Where certain measures become aid
following the liberalisation of an activity by Union law, such measures shall
not be considered as existing aid after the date fixed for liberalisation;

(c) ‘new aid’ means all aid, that is to say, aid schemes and individual aid, which is not
existing aid, including alterations to existing aid;

(d) ‘aid scheme’ means any act on the basis of which, without further implementing
measures being required, individual aid awards may be made to undertakings defined
within the act in a general and abstract manner and any act on the basis of which aid
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which is not linked to a specific project may be awarded to one or several undertakings
for an indefinite period of time and/or for an indefinite amount;

(e) ‘individual aid’ means aid that is not awarded on the basis of an aid scheme and
notifiable awards of aid on the basis of an aid scheme;

(f) ‘unlawful aid’ means new aid put into effect in contravention of Article 108(3) TFEU;

(g) ‘misuse of aid’ means aid used by the beneficiary in contravention of a decision taken
pursuant to Article 4(3) or Article 7(3) or (4) of Regulation (EC) No 659/1999 or
Article 4(3) or Article 9(3) or (4) of this Regulation;

(h) ‘interested party’ means any Member State and any person, undertaking or association
of undertakings whose interests might be affected by the granting of aid, in particular
the beneficiary of the aid, competing undertakings and trade associations.


