
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made to Commission Implementing
Regulation (EU) 2015/1831. Any changes that have already been made to the legislation appear in the

content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2015/1831 of 7
October 2015 laying down rules for application of Regulation (EU)

No 1144/2014 of the European Parliament and of the Council on
information provision and promotion measures concerning agricultural
products implemented in the internal market and in the third countries

COMMISSION IMPLEMENTING REGULATION (EU) 2015/1831

of 7 October 2015

laying down rules for application of Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014
of the European Parliament and of the Council on information

provision and promotion measures concerning agricultural products
implemented in the internal market and in the third countries

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union,

Having regard to regard to Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014 of the European Parliament and of
the Council of 22 October 2014 on information provision and promotion measures concerning
agricultural products implemented in the internal market and in third countries and repealing
Council Regulation (EC) No 3/2008(1), and in particular Article 4(3), the second subparagraph
of Article 13(2), the second subparagraph of Article 14(1) and Article 25 thereof,

Whereas:

(1) Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014 repealed Council Regulation (EC) No 3/2008(2) and
lays down new rules on information provision and promotion measures concerning
agricultural products implemented in the internal market and in third countries. It
also empowers the Commission to adopt delegated and implementing acts in that
respect. In order to ensure that the new legal framework functions smoothly and applies
uniformly, certain rules have to be adopted by means of such acts. Those acts should
replace Commission Regulation (EC) No 501/2008(3) which is repealed by Commission
Delegated Regulation (EU) 2015/1829(4).

(2) Information provision and promotion measures should not be origin-oriented.
Nevertheless, pursuant to Article 4(2) of Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014, it is possible
to mention the origin of the products under certain conditions. Rules should be laid
down to ensure notably that the reference to origin does not undermine the main Union
message of a programme.

(3) To avoid any risk of confusion in the mind of the targeted audience as to the difference
between a generic campaign referring to origin and a campaign referring to specific
products registered under the Union quality schemes with a protected geographical
indication, reference to origin should be limited to national origin only. Nevertheless,
taking into account the list of eligible schemes laid down in Article 5(4) of Regulation
(EU) No 1144/2014, it should be possible to indicate origin in terms other than national
origin for those specific schemes. In addition, it should be possible to mention a
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supranational origin, such as Nordic, Alpines or Mediterranean as it corresponds to a
pan European common reference.

(4) Information provision and promotion measures should not be brand-oriented.
Nevertheless, pursuant to Article 4(1) of Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014, it is possible
to mention the brands of the products during certain operations and under certain
conditions. The display of brands should be limited to demonstrations and tastings,
namely to activities specifically designed to increase sales, and to the corresponding
information and promotion material displayed during those specific activities. Rules
should be established to ensure that each brand is equally visible and its graphic
presentation is smaller than the presentation of the main Union message of the
campaign. In order to ensure that the non-brand-oriented nature of the measures remains
unchanged, rules should be laid down to ensure that several brands are displayed, except
in duly justified circumstances, and that the surface dedicated to brands is limited to a
maximum percentage of the area of communication.

(5) Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014 allows proposing organisations to implement certain
parts of their programmes. The rules for the application of those provisions should be
laid down.

(6) Simple programmes are to be implemented in shared management between the Member
States and the Union in accordance with Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013 of the
European Parliament and of the Council(5), while multi programmes are to be financed
under direct management rules in accordance with Regulation (EU, Euratom) No
966/2012 of the European Parliament and of the Council(6). As the same proposing
organisation could have both simple and multi programmes, the implementation rules
for both programmes should differ as little as possible. To that end, simple programmes
should be subject to rules that are equivalent to those provisions of Regulation (UE,
Euratom) No 966/2012 concerning grants which apply to multi- programmes such as,
for example, the absence of a requirement to lodge a security to ensure satisfactory
performance of the contract.

(7) Member States are responsible for the proper implementation of the simple programmes
selected by the Commission. Provision should be made for the designation of the
national authorities responsible for implementing this Regulation. In order to ensure
uniform conditions, the rules concerning conclusion of contracts for the implementation
of the selected simple programmes should be laid down. To that end, a model contract
should be provided to the Member States by the Commission and a reasonable time
limit for the conclusion of contracts should be set. However, in view of the different
types of measures that may be provided for within a programme, flexibility with regard
to the starting date of the implementation of the programme should be provided.

(8) In the interest of sound financial management, proposing organisations and
implementing bodies should be obliged to keep records and other supporting
documentation necessary to prove the correct implementation of the programme and
the eligibility for Union funding of the costs declared.

(9) Member States should control the implementation of simple programmes in accordance
with Regulation (EU) No 1306/2013. They should also be required to approve the
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selection of the implementing body before concluding the contract with the proposing
organisation concerned and to check any application for payments before any payment
is made. Save for an application for a payment of an advance, all applications
for payment should include a financial report declaring and specifying the eligible
costs incurred by the proposing organisation, a report on technical execution of the
programme and, in addition an evaluation report for applications for the payment of
the balance.

(10) With a view to simplification and to reducing the administrative burden, the periods
to which the interim reports and the corresponding payment applications relate should
be set to one year. Moreover, a certificate on the financial statements, issued by an
independent and qualified auditor, should be submitted when the reimbursement for
certain amounts is requested. The certificate should provide evidence to the Member
States as regards the eligibility of the costs declared.

(11) In order to enable Member States to verify if the material produced in the context of the
implementation of a programme complies with Union law as set out in Article 14(1) of
Regulation (EU) No 1144/2014, and in particular that provisions concerning the main
Union message, mention of origin and display of brands have been applied, a provision
requiring the submission of the material used, including the visuals, to the Member
State, should be laid down.

(12) In order to provide proposing organisations with a float, arrangements for the payment
of advances should be laid down. To protect the Union's financial interests effectively,
payment of the advance should be subject to a security. This security should remain in
force until the payment of the balance when the advance is cleared. Since proposing
organisations established in the Member States receiving financial assistance may face
difficulties providing a security for the entire amount that may be advanced, specific
provision should be laid down to allow them to get advances in two parts.

(13) In the interests of sound financial management, provisions should be laid down
requiring that advances and intermediate payments remain below the total Union
contribution with a safety margin.

(14) In the light of experience, the content of on-the-spot checks to be carried out by
the Member States and in particular their frequency, scope and location should be
determined. It is thus appropriate to require that each programme should be subject to
an on-the-spot check at least once during its implementation. Taking into account the
fact that information and promotion activities are implemented at different times and are
often of limited duration and the fact that certain programmes are implemented outside
the Member State of origin of the proposing organisation or outside the Union, on-the-
spot-checks should be carried out in the premises of the proposing organisations and,
if appropriate, in the premises of the implementing body.

(15) Interest rate in case of undue payments should be aligned to the corresponding interest
rate applicable to multi programmes.

(16) In order to assess the effectiveness and efficiency of information and promotion
programmes, provisions should be laid down requiring appropriate monitoring and
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evaluation of the programmes as well as of the overall performance of the promotion
policy by both proposing organisations and Member States.

(17) The measures provided for in this Regulation are in accordance with the opinion of the
Committee for the Common Organisation of the Agricultural Markets,

HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION:
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