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Commission Regulation (EU) 2017/459 of 16 March 2017 establishing a
network code on capacity allocation mechanisms in gas transmission systems

and repealing Regulation (EU) No 984/2013 (Text with EEA relevance)

CHAPTER II

PRINCIPLES OF COOPERATION

Article 4

Coordination of maintenance

Where maintenance of a pipeline or part of a transmission network has an impact on
the amount of transmission capacity which can be offered at interconnection points, the
transmission system operator(s) shall fully cooperate with their adjacent transmission
system operator(s) regarding their respective maintenance plans in order to minimise
the impact on potential gas flows and capacity at an interconnection point.

Article 5

Standardisation of communication

1 Transmission system operators shall coordinate the implementation of standard
communication procedures, coordinated information systems and compatible electronic on-line
communications, such as shared data exchange formats and protocols, as well as agree principles
as to how this data is treated.

2 Standard communication procedures shall include, in particular, those relating to
network users' access to the transmission system operators' auction system or a relevant booking
platform and the review of auction information provided. The timing and content of the data to
be exchanged shall be compliant with the provisions set out in Chapter III.

3 The standard communication procedures adopted by transmission systems operators
shall include an implementation plan and duration of applicability, which shall be in line with
the development of booking platform(s) as set out in Article 37. Transmission systems operators
shall ensure confidentiality of commercially sensitive information.

Article 6

Capacity calculation and maximisation

1 The maximum technical capacity shall be made available to network users, taking into
account system integrity, safety and efficient network operation.

a In order to maximise the offer of bundled capacity through the optimisation of the
technical capacity transmission system operators shall take the following measures at
interconnection points, giving priority to those interconnection points where there is
contractual congestion pursuant to point 2.2.3(1) of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No
715/2009: the transmission system operators shall establish and apply a joint method,
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setting out the specific steps to be taken by the respective transmission system operators
to achieve the required optimisation:

(1) the joint method shall include an in-depth analysis of the technical capacities,
including any discrepancies therein on both sides of an interconnection point,
as well as the specific actions and detailed timetable — including possible
implications and containing the regulatory approvals required to recover
costs and adjust the regulatory regime — necessary to maximise the offer
of bundled capacity. Such specific actions shall not be detrimental to the
offer of capacity at other relevant points of the concerned systems and points
to distribution networks relevant for security of supply to final customers,
such as those to storage facilities, LNG terminals and protected customers as
defined in Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of the European Parliament and of
the Council(1);

(2) the calculation methodology and the rules of making available the capacity,
adopted by the transmission system operators, shall address specific situations
where competing capacities across systems involve interconnection points
and exit points to storage facilities;

(3) this in-depth analysis shall take into account assumptions made in the Union-
wide 10-year network development plan pursuant to Article 8 of Regulation
(EC) No 715/2009, national investment plans, relevant obligations under the
applicable national laws and any relevant contractual obligations;

(4) the relevant transmission system operators shall apply a dynamic approach
to re-calculating technical capacity, where appropriate in conjunction with
the dynamic calculation applied for additional capacity on the basis of point
2.2.2.2 of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 715/2009, jointly identifying the
appropriate frequency for re-calculation per interconnection point and having
regard to the particular specificities thereof;

(5) in the joint method, adjacent transmission system operators shall consult other
transmission system operators specifically affected by the interconnection
point;

(6) transmission system operators shall have regard to information that network
users may provide with regard to expected future flows when re-calculating
the technical capacity.

b the transmission system operators shall jointly assess at least the following parameters
and where appropriate adjust them:

(1) pressure commitments;

(2) all relevant demand and supply scenarios, including details on reference
climatic conditions and network configurations associated with extreme
scenarios;

(3) calorific value.

2 Where the optimisation of technical capacity causes costs to the transmission system
operators, particularly costs that unevenly impact transmission system operators on either side
of an interconnection point, transmission system operators shall be allowed to recover such
efficiently incurred costs via the regulatory framework established by the relevant regulatory
authorities in accordance with Article 13 of Regulation (EC) No 715/2009 and Article 42 of
Directive 2009/73/EC. Article 8(1) of the Regulation (EC) No 713/2009 shall apply.
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3 Where appropriate, national regulatory authorities shall consult network users on the
applied calculation method and joint approach.

4 Changes in the amount of bundled capacity offered at interconnection points as a result
of the process pursuant to paragraph 1 shall be included in the report of the Agency published
pursuant to point 2.2.1(2) of Annex I to Regulation (EC) No 715/2009.

Article 7

Exchange of information between adjacent transmission system operators

1 Adjacent transmission system operators shall exchange nomination, re-nomination,
matching and confirmation information at relevant interconnection points on a regular basis.

2 Adjacent transmission system operators shall exchange information about the
maintenance of their individual transmission network in order to contribute to the decision
making process with regard to the technical use of interconnection points. The procedures to
exchange data between transmission system operators shall be integrated in their respective
interconnection agreement.
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(1) Regulation (EU) No 994/2010 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 20 October 2010
concerning measures to safeguard security of gas supply and repealing Council Directive 2004/67/
EC (OJ L 295, 12.11.2010, p. 1).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2010.295.01.0001.01.ENG
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Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole legislation item and associated
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– Signature words omitted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 28
– Art. 3(13) words substituted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 3(3)
– Art. 3(15) words substituted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 3(4)
– Art. 3(16) words substituted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 3(5)
– Art. 3(26)(27) inserted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 3(6)
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– Art. 29(3)(a) words inserted by S.I. 2019/531 Sch. 4 para. 21(3)
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