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Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure

the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health
and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC)

No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU)
No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and
of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and

Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/
EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the

European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/
EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council
Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

REFERENCE LABORATORIES AND REFERENCE CENTRES

Article 100

Designation of national reference laboratories

[F11 The appropriate authority must designate one or more laboratories to act as national
reference laboratories for Great Britain, in such of those areas governed by the rules referred to
in Article 1(2) as the appropriate authority considers appropriate.]

1A. [F2The national reference laboratories designated in accordance with paragraph 1
may—

be situated in the United Kingdom, or in another country;
be designated in relation to more than one area of the rules referred to in Article 1(2);
apply in relation to areas of those rules falling within the responsibilities of more than
one competent authority.

1B. Where the appropriate authority considers it appropriate, the power to designate a
laboratory as a national reference laboratory in accordance with paragraph 1 may be exercised
by a competent authority.]

2 The requirements provided for in point (e) of Article 37(4), Article 37(5), Article 39
and Article 42(1), points (a) and (b) of Article 42(2) and Article 42(3) shall apply to national
reference laboratories.

By way of derogation from point (e) of Article 37(4), for the area governed by the rules
referred to in point (g) of Article 1(2), [F3the appropriate authority or, in a case where
the power to designate has been delegated to a competent authority in accordance with
paragraph 1B, a competent authority, may designate as a national reference laboratory
an official laboratory designated as such in accordance with regulations made under
Article 41, irrespective of whether it fulfils] the condition provided for in point (e) of
Article 37(4).

3 National reference laboratories shall:
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a be impartial, free from any conflict of interests, and in particular not be in a situation
which may, directly or indirectly, affect the impartiality of their professional conduct as
regards the exercise of their tasks as national reference laboratories;

b have, or have contractual access to, suitably qualified staff with adequate training in
analytical, testing and diagnostic techniques in their area of competence, and support
staff as appropriate;

c possess, or have access to, the infrastructure, equipment and products needed to carry
out the tasks assigned to them;

d ensure that their staff and any contractually engaged staff have good knowledge of
international standards and practices and that the latest developments in research at
nationalF4... and international level are taken into account in their work;

e be equipped with, or have access to, the necessary equipment to perform their tasks in
emergency situations; and

f where relevant, be equipped to comply with relevant biosecurity standards.

[F54 The appropriate authority, or, in a case where the power to designate has been
delegated to the competent authority, the competent authority, must—

a publish online the name and address of each national reference laboratory designated
in accordance with paragraph 1; and

b ensure that the information published in accordance with point (a) is kept up to date.]
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Textual Amendments
F1 Art. 100(1) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food, Plant Health

etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(a) (with reg. 46)
F2 Art. 100(1A)(1B) inserted (31.12.2020) by The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food, Plant

Health etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(b) (with reg.
46)

F3 Words in Art. 100(2) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food,
Plant Health etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(c) (with
reg. 46)

F4 Word in Art. 100(3)(d) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and
Food, Plant Health etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(d)
(with reg. 46)

F5 Art. 100(4) substituted (31.12.2020) by The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food, Plant Health
etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(e) (with reg. 46)

F6 Art. 100(5) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food, Plant
Health etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(f) (with reg.
46)

F7 Art. 100(6) omitted (31.12.2020) by virtue of The Official Controls (Animals, Feed and Food, Plant
Health etc.) (Amendment) (EU Exit) Regulations 2020 (S.I. 2020/1481), regs. 1, 18(9)(f) (with reg.
46)
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