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Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure

the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health
and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC)

No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU)
No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and
of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and

Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/
EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the

European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/
EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council
Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE II

F1OFFICIAL CONTROLS AND OTHER OFFICIAL ACTIVITIES ...

CHAPTER I

Competent authorities

Article 8

Confidentiality obligations of the competent authorities

1 Competent authorities shall ensure that, subject to paragraph 3, information acquired
when performing their duties in the context of official controls and other official activities is
not disclosed to third parties where, [F1by law], that information is, by its nature, covered by
professional secrecy.

For that purpose, [F2the appropriate authority] shall ensure that appropriate
confidentiality obligations are established for staff and other individuals employed
during official controls and other official activities.

2 Paragraph 1 shall also apply to organic control authorities, delegated bodies and
natural persons to which specific official control tasks have been delegated and to official
laboratories.

3 Unless there is an overriding public interest in the disclosure of information covered
by professional secrecy as referred to in paragraph 1, and without prejudice to situations where
disclosure is required by [F3law], such information shall include information whose disclosure
would undermine:

a the purpose of inspections, investigations or audits;
b the protection of commercial interests of an operator or any other natural or legal person;

or
c the protection of court proceedings and legal advice.
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4 The competent authorities, when determining whether there is an overriding public
interest in the disclosure of information covered by professional secrecy as referred to in
paragraph 1, shall take into account inter alia the possible risks to human, animal or plant health,
or to the environment, and the nature, severity and extent of such risks.

5 The confidentiality obligations provided for in this Article shall not prevent the
competent authorities from publishing or making otherwise available to the public information
about the outcome of official controls regarding individual operators, provided, without
prejudice to situations where disclosure is required by [F4law], that the following conditions are
met:

a the operator concerned is given the opportunity to comment on the information that the
competent authority intends to publish or make otherwise available to the public, prior
to its publication or release, taking into account the urgency of the situation; and

b the information which is published or made otherwise available to the public takes into
account the comments expressed by the operator concerned or is published or released
together with such comments.
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