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Regulation (EU) 2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council of
15 March 2017 on official controls and other official activities performed to ensure

the application of food and feed law, rules on animal health and welfare, plant health
and plant protection products, amending Regulations (EC) No 999/2001, (EC)

No 396/2005, (EC) No 1069/2009, (EC) No 1107/2009, (EU) No 1151/2012, (EU)
No 652/2014, (EU) 2016/429 and (EU) 2016/2031 of the European Parliament and
of the Council, Council Regulations (EC) No 1/2005 and (EC) No 1099/2009 and

Council Directives 98/58/EC, 1999/74/EC, 2007/43/EC, 2008/119/EC and 2008/120/
EC, and repealing Regulations (EC) No 854/2004 and (EC) No 882/2004 of the

European Parliament and of the Council, Council Directives 89/608/EEC, 89/662/
EEC, 90/425/EEC, 91/496/EEC, 96/23/EC, 96/93/EC and 97/78/EC and Council
Decision 92/438/EEC (Official Controls Regulation) (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

REFERENCE LABORATORIES AND REFERENCE CENTRES

Article 93

Designation of European Union reference laboratories

1 The Commission shall, by means of implementing acts, designate European Union
reference laboratories in the cases where a decision has been taken to establish such a laboratory
in accordance with Article 92.

2 The designations provided for in paragraph 1 shall:
a follow a public selection process; and
b be limited in time and with a minimum period of five years, or reviewed regularly.

3 European Union reference laboratories shall:
a operate in accordance with standard EN ISO/IEC 17025 and be accredited in accordance

with that standard by a national accreditation body, operating in accordance with
Regulation (EC) No 765/2008. The scope of that accreditation:

(i) shall include all the methods of laboratory analysis, test or diagnosis required
to be used by the laboratory when it operates as a European Union reference
laboratory;

(ii) may comprise one or more methods of laboratory analysis, test or diagnosis
or groups of methods;

(iii) may be defined in a flexible manner, so as to allow the scope of the
accreditation to include modified versions of the methods used by the
European Union reference laboratory when the accreditation was granted or
new methods in addition to those methods, on the basis of the laboratory's own
validations without a specific assessment, prior to the use of those modified or
new methods, by the national accreditation body of the Member State where
the European Union reference laboratory is located;
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b be impartial, free from any conflict of interest, and in particular not be in a situation
which may, directly or indirectly, affect the impartiality of their professional conduct as
regards the exercise of their tasks as European Union reference laboratories;

c have, or have contractual access to, suitably qualified staff with adequate training in
analytical, testing and diagnostic techniques applied in their area of competence, and
support staff as appropriate;

d possess, or have access to, the infrastructure, equipment and products necessary to carry
out the tasks assigned to them;

e ensure that their staff and any contractually engaged staff have good knowledge of
international standards and practices and that the latest developments in research at
national, Union and international level are taken into account in their work;

f be equipped, or have access to, the necessary equipment to perform their tasks in
emergency situations; and

g where relevant, be equipped to comply with relevant biosecurity standards.

4 By way of derogation from point (a) of paragraph 3 of this Article, for the area
governed by the rules referred to in point (g) of Article 1(2), the Commission may designate
official laboratories, designated as such by the competent authorities on the basis of a derogation
adopted pursuant to Article 41, as European Union reference laboratories irrespective of whether
they fulfil the conditions provided for in point (a) of paragraph 3 of this Article.

5 By way of derogation from paragraphs 1 and 2 of this Article, the laboratories referred
to in the first paragraph of Article 32 of Regulation (EC) No 1829/2003 and the first paragraph
of the Article 21 of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 shall be the European Union reference
laboratories having the responsibilities and performing the tasks referred to in Article 94 of this
Regulation in the areas respectively of:

a GMOs and genetically modified food and feed; and
b feed additives.

6 The confidentiality obligations of staff, referred to in Article 8, shall apply mutatis
mutandis to staff of the European Union reference laboratories.
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