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Council Regulation (EU) 2018/120 of 23 January 2018 fixing for 2018
the fishing opportunities for certain fish stocks and groups of fish

stocks, applicable in Union waters and, for Union fishing vessels, in
certain non-Union waters, and amending Regulation (EU) 2017/127

TITLE II

FISHING OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNION FISHING VESSELS

CHAPTER III

Fishing opportunities in waters of regional fisheries management organisations

Section 5

IATTC Convention Area

Article 29

Drifting FADs

1 A purse-seine vessel shall not have more than 450 FADs active at any time in
the IATTC Convention Area. A FAD is considered active when it is deployed at sea, starts
transmitting its location and is being tracked by the vessel, its owner or operator. A FAD shall
only be activated on board a purse-seine vessel.

2 A purse-seine vessel may not deploy FADs during 15 days before the start of the
selected closure period set out in Article 28(1)(a) and it shall recover the same number of FADs
as initially deployed within 15 days prior to the start of the closure period.

3 Member States shall report to the Commission, on a monthly basis, daily information
on all active FADs as required by the IATTC. The reports shall be submitted with a delay of at
least 60 days, but not longer than 75 days. The Commission shall transmit that information to
the IATTC Secretariat without delay.
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