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Regulation (EU) 2018/1727 of the European Parliament and of the Council
of 14 November 2018 on the European Union Agency for Criminal Justice

Cooperation (Eurojust), and replacing and repealing Council Decision 2002/187/JHA

CHAPTER V

RELATIONS WITH PARTNERS

SECTION I

Common provisions

Article 47

Common provisions

1 In so far as necessary for the performance of its tasks, Eurojust may establish
and maintain cooperative relations with Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies in
accordance with their respective objectives, and with the competent authorities of third countries
and international organisations in accordance with the cooperation strategy referred to in
Article 52.

2 In so far as relevant to the performance of its tasks and subject to any restrictions
pursuant to Article 21(8) and Article 76, Eurojust may exchange any information with the
entities referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article directly, with the exception of personal data.

3 For the purposes set out in paragraphs 1 and 2, Eurojust may conclude working
arrangements with the entities referred to in paragraph 1. Such working arrangements shall not
form the basis for allowing the exchange of personal data and shall not bind the Union or its
Member States.

4 Eurojust may receive and process personal data received from the entities referred to
in paragraph 1 in so far as necessary for the performance of its tasks, subject to the applicable
data protection rules.

5 Personal data shall only be transferred by Eurojust to Union institutions, bodies,
offices or agencies, to third countries or to international organisations if this is necessary for
the performance of its tasks and is in accordance with Articles 55 and 56. If the data to be
transferred have been provided by a Member State, Eurojust shall obtain the consent of the
relevant competent authority in that Member State, unless the Member State has granted its prior
authorisation to such onward transfer, either in general terms or subject to specific conditions.
Such consent may be withdrawn at any time.

6 Where Member States, Union institutions, bodies, offices or agencies, third countries
or international organisations have received personal data from Eurojust, onward transfers of
such data to third parties shall be prohibited unless all of the following conditions have been met:

a Eurojust has obtained prior consent from the Member State that provided the data;
b Eurojust has given its explicit consent after considering the circumstances of the case

at hand;
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c the onward transfer is only for a specific purpose that is not incompatible with the
purpose for which the data were transmitted.

SECTION II

Relations with partners within the Union

Article 48

Cooperation with the European Judicial Network and other Union
networks involved in judicial cooperation in criminal matters

1 Eurojust and the European Judicial Network in criminal matters shall maintain
privileged relations with each other, based on consultation and complementarity, especially
between the national member, contact points of the European Judicial Network in the same
Member State as the national member, and the national correspondents for Eurojust and the
European Judicial Network. In order to ensure efficient cooperation, the following measures
shall be taken:

a on a case-by-case basis national members shall inform the contact points of the
European Judicial Network of all cases which they consider the Network to be in a
better position to deal with;

b the Secretariat of the European Judicial Network shall form part of the staff of Eurojust;
it shall function as a separate unit; it may draw on the administrative resources of
Eurojust which are necessary for the performance of the European Judicial Network’s
tasks, including for covering the costs of the plenary meetings of the Network;

c contact points of the European Judicial Network may be invited on a case-by-case basis
to attend Eurojust meetings;

d Eurojust and the European Judicial Network may make use of the Eurojust national
coordination system when determining under point (b) of Article 20(7) whether a
request should be handled with the assistance of Eurojust or the European Judicial
Network.

2 The Secretariat of the Network for joint investigation teams and the Secretariat of
the Network set up by Decision 2002/494/JHA shall form part of the staff of Eurojust. Those
secretariats shall function as separate units. They may draw on the administrative resources
of Eurojust which are necessary for the performance of their tasks. The coordination of the
secretariats shall be ensured by Eurojust. This paragraph applies to the secretariat of any relevant
network involved in judicial cooperation in criminal matters for which Eurojust is to provide
support in the form of a secretariat. Eurojust may support relevant European networks and
bodies involved in judicial cooperation in criminal matters, including where appropriate by
means of a secretariat hosted at Eurojust.

3 The network set up by Decision 2008/852/JHA may request that Eurojust provide a
secretariat of the network. If such request is made, paragraph 2 shall apply.

Article 49

Relations with Europol

1 Eurojust shall take all appropriate measures to enable Europol, within Europol’s
mandate, to have indirect access, on the basis of a hit/no-hit system, to information provided
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to Eurojust, without prejudice to any restrictions indicated by the Member State, Union body,
office or agency, third country or international organisation that provided the information in
question. In the case of a hit, Eurojust shall initiate the procedure by which the information that
generated the hit may be shared in accordance with the decision of the Member State, Union
body, office or agency, third country or international organisation that provided the information
to Eurojust.

2 Searches of information in accordance with paragraph 1 shall be carried out only for
the purpose of identifying whether information available at Europol matches with information
processed at Eurojust.

3 Eurojust shall allow searches in accordance with paragraph 1 only after obtaining from
Europol information on which Europol staff members have been designated as authorised to
perform such searches.

4 If during Eurojust’s information processing activities in respect of an individual
investigation, Eurojust or a Member State identifies the need for coordination, cooperation or
support in accordance with Europol’s mandate, Eurojust shall notify Europol thereof and shall
initiate the procedure for sharing the information, in accordance with the decision of the Member
State that provided the information. In such cases Eurojust shall consult with Europol.

5 Eurojust shall establish and maintain close cooperation with Europol to the extent
relevant to performing the tasks of the two agencies and to achieving their objectives, taking
account of the need to avoid duplication of effort.

To that end, the Executive Director of Europol and the President of Eurojust shall meet
on a regular basis to discuss issues of common concern.

6 Europol shall respect any restriction of access or use, whether in general or specific
terms, that has been indicated by a Member State, Union body, office or agency, third country
or international organisation, in relation to information that it has provided.

Article 50

Relations with the EPPO

1 Eurojust shall establish and maintain a close relationship with the EPPO based on
mutual cooperation within their respective mandates and competences and on the development
of operational, administrative and management links between them as defined in this Article.
To that end, the President of Eurojust and the European Chief Prosecutor shall meet on a regular
basis to discuss issues of common interest. They shall meet at the request of the President of
Eurojust or of the European Chief Prosecutor.

2 Eurojust shall treat requests for support from the EPPO without undue delay, and,
where appropriate, shall treat such requests as if they had been received from a national authority
competent for judicial cooperation.

3 Whenever necessary to support the cooperation established in accordance with
paragraph 1 of this Article, Eurojust shall make use of the Eurojust national coordination system
set up in accordance with Article 20, as well as the relations it has established with third
countries, including its liaison magistrates

4 In operational matters relevant to the EPPO’s competences, Eurojust shall inform the
EPPO of and, where appropriate, associate it with its activities concerning cross-border cases,
including by:
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a sharing information on its cases, including personal data, in accordance with the
relevant provisions in this Regulation;

b requesting the EPPO to provide support.

5 Eurojust shall have indirect access to information in the EPPO’s case management
system on the basis of a hit/no-hit system. Whenever a match is found between data entered
into the case management system by the EPPO and data held by Eurojust, the fact that there is
a match shall be communicated to both Eurojust and to the EPPO, as well as to the Member
State which provided the data to Eurojust. Eurojust shall take appropriate measures to enable
the EPPO to have indirect access to information in its case management system on the basis
of a hit/no-hit system.

6 The EPPO may rely on the support and resources of the administration of Eurojust.
To that end, Eurojust may provide services of common interest to the EPPO. The details shall
be regulated by an arrangement.

Article 51

Relations with other Union bodies, offices and agencies

1 Eurojust shall establish and maintain cooperative relations with the European Judicial
Training Network.

2 OLAF shall contribute to Eurojust’s coordination work regarding the protection of the
financial interests of the Union, in accordance with its mandate under Regulation (EU, Euratom)
No 883/2013.

3 The European Border and Coast Guard Agency shall contribute to Eurojust’s work
including by transmitting relevant information processed in accordance with its mandate and
tasks under point (m) of Article 8(1) of Regulation (EU) 2016/1624 of the European Parliament
and of the Council(1). The European Border and Coast Guard Agency’s processing of any
personal data in connection therewith shall be regulated by Regulation (EU) 2018/1725.

4 For the purposes of receiving and transmitting information between Eurojust and
OLAF, without prejudice to Article 8 of this Regulation, Member States shall ensure that the
national members of Eurojust are regarded as competent authorities of the Member States solely
for the purposes of Regulation (EU, Euratom) No 883/2013. The exchange of information
between OLAF and national members shall be without prejudice to obligations to provide the
information to other competent authorities under those Regulations.

SECTION III

International cooperation

Article 52

Relations with the authorities of third countries and international organisations

1 Eurojust may establish and maintain cooperation with authorities of third countries
and international organisations.
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To that end, Eurojust shall prepare a cooperation strategy every four years in
consultation with the Commission, which specifies the third countries and international
organisations with which there is an operational need for cooperation.

2 Eurojust may conclude working arrangements with the entities referred to in
Article 47(1).

3 Eurojust may designate contact points in third countries in agreement with the
competent authorities concerned, in order to facilitate cooperation in accordance with the
operational needs of Eurojust.

Article 53

Liaison magistrates posted to third countries

1 For the purpose of facilitating judicial cooperation with third countries in cases in
which Eurojust is providing assistance in accordance with this Regulation, the College may
post liaison magistrates to a third country subject to the existence of a working arrangement as
referred to in Article 47(3) with the competent authorities of that third country.

2 The tasks of the liaison magistrates shall include any activity designed to encourage
and accelerate any form of judicial cooperation in criminal matters, in particular by establishing
direct links with the competent authorities of the third country concerned. In the performance of
their tasks, the liaison magistrates may exchange operational personal data with the competent
authorities of the third country concerned in accordance with Article 56.

3 The liaison magistrate referred to in paragraph 1 shall have experience of working
with Eurojust and adequate knowledge of judicial cooperation and how Eurojust operates. The
posting of a liaison magistrate on behalf of Eurojust shall be subject to the prior consent of the
magistrate and of his or her Member State.

4 Where the liaison magistrate posted by Eurojust is selected among national members,
deputies or Assistants:

a the Member State concerned shall replace him or her in his or her function as a national
member, deputy or Assistant;

b he or she shall cease to be entitled to exercise the powers granted to him or her under
Article 8.

5 Without prejudice to Article 110 of the Staff Regulations of Officials, the College shall
draw up the terms and conditions for the posting of liaison magistrates, including their level of
remuneration. The College shall adopt the necessary implementing arrangements in this respect
in consultation with the Commission.

6 The activities of liaison magistrates posted by Eurojust shall be subject to the
supervision of the EDPS. The liaison magistrates shall report to the College, which shall inform
the European Parliament and the Council in the annual report and in an appropriate manner of
their activities. The liaison magistrates shall inform national members and competent national
authorities of all cases concerning their Member State.

7 The competent authorities of the Member States and liaison magistrates referred to in
paragraph 1 may contact each other directly. In such cases, the liaison magistrate shall inform
the national member concerned of such contacts.

8 The liaison magistrates referred to in paragraph 1 shall be connected to the case
management system.
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Article 54

Requests for judicial cooperation to and from third countries

1 Eurojust may, with the agreement of the Member States concerned, coordinate the
execution of requests for judicial cooperation issued by a third country where such requests
require execution in at least two Member States as part of the same investigation. Such requests
may also be transmitted to Eurojust by a competent national authority.

2 In urgent cases and in accordance with Article 19, the OCC may receive and transmit
the requests referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article if they have been issued by a third country
which has concluded a cooperation agreement or working arrangement with Eurojust.

3 Without prejudice to Article 3(5), where requests for judicial cooperation which relate
to the same investigation and which require execution in a third country are made by the Member
State concerned, Eurojust shall facilitate judicial cooperation with that third country.

SECTION IV

Transfers of personal data

Article 55

Transmission of operational personal data to
Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies

1 Subject to any further restrictions pursuant to this Regulation, in particular pursuant
to Articles 21(8), 47(5) and 76, Eurojust shall only transmit operational personal data to another
Union institution, body, office or agency if the data are necessary for the legitimate performance
of tasks covered by the competence of the other Union institution, body, office or agency.

2 Where the operational personal data are transmitted following a request from another
Union institution, body, office or agency, both the controller and the recipient shall bear the
responsibility for the legitimacy of that transfer.

Eurojust shall be required to verify the competence of the other Union institution, body,
office or agency and to make a provisional evaluation of the necessity of the transmission
of the operational personal data. If doubts arise as to this necessity, Eurojust shall seek
further information from the recipient.

The other Union institution, body, office or agency shall ensure that the necessity of the
transmission of the operational personal data can be subsequently verified.

3 The other Union institution, body, office or agency shall process the operational
personal data only for the purposes for which they were transmitted.
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Article 56

General principles for transfers of operational personal
data to third countries and international organisations

1 Eurojust may transfer operational personal data to a third country or international
organisation, subject to compliance with the applicable data protection rules and the other
provisions of this Regulation, and only where the following conditions are met:

a the transfer is necessary for the performance of Eurojust’s tasks;
b the authority of the third country or the international organisation to which the

operational personal data are transferred is competent in law enforcement and criminal
matters;

c where the operational personal data to be transferred in accordance with this Article
have been transmitted or made available to Eurojust by a Member State, Eurojust shall
obtain prior authorisation for the transfer from the relevant competent authority of
that Member State in compliance with its national law, unless that Member State has
authorised such transfers in general terms or subject to specific conditions;

d in the case of an onward transfer to another third country or international organisation
by a third country or international organisation, Eurojust shall require the transferring
third country or international organisation to obtain the prior authorisation of Eurojust
for that onward transfer.

Eurojust shall only provide authorisation under point (d) with the prior authorisation
of the Member State from which the data originate after taking due account of all
relevant factors, including the seriousness of the criminal offence, the purpose for which
the operational personal data were originally transferred and the level of personal data
protection in the third country or international organisation to which the operational
personal data are to be transferred onward.

2 Subject to the conditions set out in paragraph 1 of this Article, Eurojust may transfer
operational personal data to a third country or to an international organisation only where one
of the following applies:

a the Commission has decided pursuant to Article 57 that the third country or international
organisation in question ensures an adequate level of protection, or in the absence of
such an adequacy decision, appropriate safeguards have been provided for or exist in
accordance with Article 58(1), or in the absence of both an adequacy decision and of
such appropriate safeguards, a derogation for specific situations applies pursuant to
Article 59(1);

b a cooperation agreement allowing for the exchange of operational personal data has
been concluded before 12 December 2019 between Eurojust and that third country or
international organisation, in accordance with Article 26a of Decision 2002/187/JHA;
or

c an international agreement has been concluded between the Union and the third
country or international organisation pursuant to Article 218 TFEU that provides for
adequate safeguards with respect to the protection of privacy and fundamental rights
and freedoms of individuals.

3 The working arrangements referred to in Article 47(3) may be used to set out
modalities to implement the agreements or adequacy decisions referred to in paragraph 2 of
this Article.



8 Regulation (EU) 2018/1727 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 November...
CHAPTER V SECTION IV

Document Generated: 2023-09-20
Changes to legislation: There are outstanding changes not yet made to Regulation (EU) 2018/1727 of the

European Parliament and of the Council. Any changes that have already been made to the legislation appear in
the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

4 Eurojust may in urgent cases transfer operational personal data without prior
authorisation from a Member State in accordance with point (c) of paragraph 1. Eurojust shall
only do so if the transfer of the operational personal data is necessary for the prevention of an
immediate and serious threat to the public security of a Member State or of a third country or to
the essential interests of a Member State, and where the prior authorisation cannot be obtained
in good time. The authority responsible for giving prior authorisation shall be informed without
delay.

5 Member States and Union institutions, bodies, offices and agencies shall not transfer
operational personal data they have received from Eurojust onward to a third country or an
international organisation,. As an exception, they may make such a transfer in cases where
Eurojust has authorised it after taking into due account all relevant factors, including the
seriousness of the criminal offence, the purpose for which the operational personal data
were originally transmitted and the level of personal data protection in the third country or
international organisation to which the operational personal data are transferred onward.

6 Articles 57, 58 and 59 shall apply in order to ensure that the level of protection of
natural persons ensured by this Regulation and by Union law is not undermined.

Article 57

Transfers on the basis of an adequacy decision

Eurojust may transfer operational personal data to a third country or to an international
organisation where the Commission has decided in accordance with Article 36 of
Directive (EU) 2016/680 that the third country, a territory or one or more specified
sectors within that third country, or the international organisation in question ensures
an adequate level of protection.

Article 58

Transfers subject to appropriate safeguards

1 In the absence of an adequacy decision, Eurojust may transfer operational personal
data to a third country or an international organisation where:

a appropriate safeguards with regard to the protection of operational personal data are
provided for in a legally binding instrument; or

b Eurojust has assessed all the circumstances surrounding the transfer of operational
personal data and has concluded that appropriate safeguards exist with regard to the
protection of operational personal data.

2 Eurojust shall inform the EDPS about categories of transfers under point (b) of
paragraph 1.

3 When a transfer is based on point (b) of paragraph 1, such a transfer shall be
documented and the documentation shall be made available to the EDPS on request. The
documentation shall include a record of the date and time of the transfer and information
about the receiving competent authority, about the justification for the transfer and about the
operational personal data transferred.
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Article 59

Derogations for specific situations

1 In the absence of an adequacy decision, or of appropriate safeguards pursuant to
Article 58, Eurojust may transfer operational personal data to a third country or an international
organisation only on the condition that the transfer is necessary:

a in order to protect the vital interests of the data subject or another person;
b to safeguard legitimate interests of the data subject;
c for the prevention of an immediate and serious threat to public security of a Member

State or a third country; or
d in individual cases for the performance of the tasks of Eurojust, unless Eurojust

determines that the fundamental rights and freedoms of the data subject concerned
override the public interest in the transfer.

2 Where a transfer is based on paragraph 1, such a transfer shall be documented and
the documentation shall be made available to the EDPS on request. The documentation shall
include a record of the date and time of the transfer, and information about the receiving
competent authority, about the justification for the transfer and about the operational personal
data transferred.
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(1) Regulation (EU) 2016/1624 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 14 September 2016
on the European Border and Coast Guard and amending Regulation (EU) 2016/399 of the European
Parliament and of the Council and repealing Regulation (EC) No 863/2007 of the European
Parliament and of the Council, Council Regulation (EC) No 2007/2004 and Council Decision
2005/267/EC (OJ L 251, 16.9.2016, p. 1).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2016.251.01.0001.01.ENG
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