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Regulation (EU) 2018/848 of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 30 May 2018 on organic production and labelling of

organic products and repealing Council Regulation (EC) No 834/2007

CHAPTER VII

TRADE WITH THIRD COUNTRIES

Article 44

Export of organic products

1 A product may be exported from the Union as an organic product and may bear the
organic production logo of the European Union, provided that it complies with the rules for
organic production under this Regulation.

2 The Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 54
supplementing this Regulation as regards documents intended for customs authorities in third
countries, in particular as regards the issuing of organic export certificates in electronic form
wherever possible and the provision of assurances that exported organic products comply with
this Regulation.

Article 45

Import of organic and in-conversion products

1 A product may be imported from a third country for the purpose of placing that product
on the market within the Union as an organic product or as an in-conversion product, provided
that the following three conditions are met:

a the product is a product as referred to in Article 2(1);
b one of the following applies:

(i) the product complies with Chapters II, III and IV of this Regulation, and
all operators and groups of operators referred to in Article 36, including
exporters in the third country concerned, have been subject to controls by
control authorities or control bodies recognised in accordance with Article 46,
and those authorities or bodies have provided all such operators, groups of
operators and exporters with a certificate confirming that they comply with
this Regulation;

(ii) in cases where the product comes from a third country which is recognised
in accordance with Article 47, that product complies with the conditions laid
down in the relevant trade agreement; or

(iii) in cases where the product comes from a third country which is recognised
in accordance with Article 48, that product complies with the equivalent
production and control rules of that third country and is imported with
a certificate of inspection confirming this compliance that was issued by
the competent authorities, control authorities or control bodies of that third
country; and
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c the operators in third countries are able at any time to provide the importers and the
national authorities in the Union and in those third countries with information allowing
the identification of the operators that are their suppliers and the control authorities or
control bodies of those suppliers, with a view to ensuring the traceability of the organic
or in-conversion product concerned. That information shall also be made available to
the control authorities or control bodies of the importers.

2 The Commission may, in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 24(9), grant
specific authorisations for the use of products and substances in third countries and in the
outermost regions of the Union, taking into account differences in the ecological balance in plant
or animal production, specific climatic conditions, traditions and local conditions in those areas.
Such specific authorisations may be granted for a renewable period of two years and shall be
subject to the principles laid down in Chapter II and to the criteria set out in Article 24(3) and (6).

3 When providing for the criteria for determining whether a situation qualifies as
catastrophic circumstances, and when laying down specific rules on how to deal with such
circumstances in accordance with Article 22, the Commission shall take into account differences
in the ecological balance, climate and local conditions in third countries and in the outermost
regions of the Union.

4 The Commission shall adopt implementing acts to lay down specific rules concerning
the content of the certificates referred to in point (b) of paragraph 1, the procedure to be followed
for their issuance, their verification and the technical means by which the certificate is issued,
in particular as regards the role of competent authorities, control authorities and control bodies,
ensuring the traceability and compliance of imported products intended to be placed on the
Union market as organic products or as in-conversion products as referred to in paragraph 1.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 55(2).

5 Compliance with the conditions and measures for the import of organic products and
in-conversion products referred to in paragraph 1 into the Union shall be ascertained at border
control posts, in accordance with Article 47(1) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625. The frequency of
the physical checks referred to in Article 49(2) of that Regulation shall depend on the likelihood
of non-compliance as defined in point (57) of Article 3 of this Regulation.

Article 46

Recognition of control authorities and control bodies

1 The Commission may adopt implementing acts to recognise control authorities and
control bodies that are competent to carry out controls and to issue organic certificates in third
countries, to withdraw the recognition of such control authorities and control bodies, and to
establish a list of recognised control authorities and control bodies.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 55(2).

2 Control authorities or control bodies shall be recognised in accordance with paragraph
1 of this Article for the control of import of the categories of products listed in Article 35(7)
if they fulfil the following criteria:

a they are legally established in one Member State or third country;
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b they have the capacity to carry out controls to ensure that the conditions set out in
points (a), (b)(i) and (c) of Article 45(1) and in this Article are met in relation to organic
products and in-conversion products intended for import into the Union;

c they offer adequate guarantees of objectivity and impartiality and are free from any
conflict of interest as regards the exercise of their control tasks;

d in the case of control bodies, they are accredited under the relevant harmonised standard
for ‘Conformity assessment – Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes
and services’, the reference of which has been published in the Official Journal of the
European Union;

e they have the expertise, equipment and infrastructure required to carry out control tasks,
and have a sufficient number of suitable qualified and experienced staff; and

f they meet any additional criteria that may be laid down in a delegated act adopted
pursuant to paragraph 7.

3 The accreditation referred to in point (d) of paragraph 2 may only be granted by:
a a national accreditation body in the Union in accordance with Regulation (EC) No

765/2008; or
b an accreditation body outside the Union that is a signatory of a multilateral recognition

arrangement under the auspices of the International Accreditation Forum.

4 Control authorities and control bodies shall submit a request for recognition to the
Commission. Such request shall consist of a technical dossier containing all information that is
necessary to ensure that the criteria set out in paragraph 2 are met.

The control authorities shall provide the latest assessment report issued by the competent
authority, and the control bodies shall provide the accreditation certificate issued by
the accreditation body. Where appropriate, control authorities or control bodies shall
also provide latest reports on the regular on-the-spot evaluation, surveillance and
multiannual re-assessment of their activities.

5 Based on the information referred to under paragraph 4 and on any other relevant
information relating to the control authority or control body, the Commission shall ensure
appropriate supervision of the recognised control authorities and control bodies by regularly
reviewing their performance and recognition. For the purposes of that supervision, the
Commission may request additional information from the accreditation bodies or the competent
authorities, as appropriate.

6 The nature of the supervision referred to in paragraph 5 shall be determined on the
basis of an assessment of the likelihood of non-compliance, taking into account, in particular,
the activity of the control authority or control body, the type of products and operators under its
control and the changes in the production rules and control measures.

The recognition of control authorities or of control bodies referred to in paragraph 1 shall
in particular be withdrawn without delay, in accordance with the procedure referred to
in that paragraph, where serious or repetitive infringements as regards the certification
or the controls and actions laid down in accordance with paragraph 8 have been detected
and where the control authority or control body concerned has failed to take appropriate
and timely remedial action in reaction to a request by the Commission within a period
determined by the Commission. Such period shall be determined in accordance with the
severity of the problem and in general shall not be less than 30 days.

7 The Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 54:
a amending paragraph 2 of this Article by adding further criteria to those laid down therein

for the recognition of the control authorities and control bodies referred to in paragraph
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1 of this Article and for the withdrawal of such recognition, or by amending those added
criteria;

b supplementing this Regulation as regards:

(i) the exercise of the supervision of the control authorities and control bodies
recognised by the Commission in accordance with paragraph 1, including on-
the-spot examinations; and

(ii) the controls and other actions to be performed by those control authorities and
control bodies.

8 The Commission may adopt implementing acts to ensure the application of the
measures to be taken in relation to cases of suspected or established non-compliance, in
particular those affecting the integrity of organic or in-conversion products imported under
the recognition provided for in this Article. Such measures may consist in particular in the
verification of the integrity of organic or in-conversion products before placing the products
on the market within the Union and, where appropriate, in the suspension of the authorisation
for the placing on the market of such products within the Union as organic products or in-
conversion products.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 55(2).

9 On duly justified imperative grounds of urgency relating to unfair practices or
practices which are incompatible with the principles and rules on organic production, the
protection of consumers’ confidence or the protection of fair competition between operators,
the Commission shall adopt immediately applicable implementing acts in accordance with the
procedure referred to in Article 55(3) to take the measures referred to in paragraph 8 of this
Article or to decide on the withdrawal of the recognition of the control authorities and control
bodies referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article.

Article 47

Equivalence under a trade agreement

A recognised third country referred to in point (b)(ii) of Article 45(1) is a third
country which the Union has recognised under a trade agreement as having a system of
production meeting the same objectives and principles by applying rules which ensure
the same level of assurance of conformity as those of the Union.

Article 48

Equivalence under Regulation (EC) No 834/2007

1 A recognised third country referred to in point (b)(iii) of Article 45(1) is a third country
which has been recognised for the purposes of equivalence under Article 33(2) of Regulation
(EC) No 834/2007, including those recognised under the transitional measure provided for in
Article 58 of this Regulation.

That recognition shall expire on [F131 December 2026].
2 On the basis of annual reports to be sent to the Commission, by 31 March of each year,
by the third countries referred to in paragraph 1 regarding the implementation and enforcement
of the control measures established by them, and in the light of any other information received,
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the Commission shall ensure appropriate supervision of the recognised third countries by
regularly reviewing their recognition. For this purpose, the Commission may request the
assistance of Member States. The nature of the supervision shall be determined on the basis
of an assessment of the likelihood of non-compliance, taking into account in particular the
volume of exports to the Union from the third country concerned, the results of the monitoring
and supervisory activities carried out by the competent authority and the results of previous
controls. The Commission shall regularly report to the European Parliament and the Council
on the outcome of its review.

3 The Commission shall, by means of an implementing act, establish a list of the third
countries referred to in paragraph 1 and may amend that list by means of implementing acts.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 55(2).

4 The Commission is empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 54
supplementing this Regulation as regards the information to be sent by the third countries listed
in accordance with paragraph 3 of this Article which is necessary for the supervision of their
recognition by the Commission, as well as the exercise of that supervision by the Commission,
including through on-the-spot examination.

5 The Commission may adopt implementing acts to ensure the application of measures
in relation to cases of suspected or established non-compliance, in particular those affecting the
integrity of organic or in-conversion products imported from third countries referred to in this
Article. Such measures may consist in particular in the verification of the integrity of organic or
in-conversion products before placing the products on the market within the Union and, where
appropriate, in the suspension of the authorisation for the placing on the market of such products
within the Union as organic products or in-conversion products.

Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination procedure
referred to in Article 55(2).

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2020/1693 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11

November 2020 amending Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and labelling of organic
products as regards its date of application and certain other dates referred to in that Regulation (Text
with EEA relevance).

Article 49

Report from the Commission on the application of Articles 47 and 48

By [F131 December 2022], the Commission shall present a report to the European
Parliament and the Council on the state of application of Articles 47 and 48, in particular
as regards the recognition of third countries for the purpose of equivalence.

Textual Amendments
F1 Substituted by Regulation (EU) 2020/1693 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 11

November 2020 amending Regulation (EU) 2018/848 on organic production and labelling of organic
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products as regards its date of application and certain other dates referred to in that Regulation (Text
with EEA relevance).
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