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Commission Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 of 15 March 2019 laying down
uniform practical arrangements for the performance of official controls on products of
animal origin intended for human consumption in accordance with Regulation (EU)
2017/625 of the European Parliament and of the Council and amending Commission

Regulation (EC) No 2074/2005 as regards official controls (Text with EEA relevance)

TITLE III

SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PERFORMANCE
OF OFFICIAL CONTROLS AND THE UNIFORM MINIMUM

FREQUENCY FOR OFFICIAL CONTROLS ON FRESH MEAT

CHAPTER II

Official controls on fresh meat

Section 4

Official controls on specific hazards and laboratory testing

Article 29

Practical arrangements for official controls for
transmissible spongiform encephalopathies (TSEs)

1 In addition to the requirements of Regulation (EC) No 999/2001 concerning the
official controls to be carried out in relation to TSEs, the official veterinarian shall check
the removal, separation and, where appropriate, marking of specified risk material also in
accordance with the rules laid down in Article 8(1) of that Regulation and in Article 12 of
Regulation (EC) No 1069/2009 on animal by-products.

2 The official veterinarian shall ensure that the food business operator takes all necessary
measures to avoid contaminating meat with specified risk material during slaughter, including
stunning. This includes the removal of specified risk material.

Article 30

Practical arrangements for official controls for cysticercosis during
post-mortem inspection in domestic bovine animals and Suidae

1 The post-mortem inspection procedures described in Articles 18, 19 and 23 shall be
the minimum requirements for the examination for cysticercosis in bovine animals and Suidae
(domestic swine, farmed game and wild game). In the case of bovine animals referred to in
Article 19, the competent authorities may decide that incision of the masseters at post-mortem
inspection is not compulsory if:

a a specific serological test is used;
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b the animals have been raised on a holding of provenance officially certified to be free
of cysticercosis; or,

c the prevalence of the source population or in a well-defined subpopulation is below
one in a million, has been demonstrated with 95 % certainty or no cases have been
detected in all slaughtered animals in the past five years (or two years where supported
and justified by the competent authorities' risk analysis) based on data from reporting
carried out in accordance with Article 9(1) of Directive 2003/99/EC.

2 Meat infected with cysticerci shall be declared unfit for human consumption.
However, where the animal is not generally infected with cysticercus, the parts not infected may
be declared fit for human consumption after having undergone a cold treatment.

Article 31

Practical arrangements for official controls
for Trichinella during post-mortem inspection

1 Carcases of Suidae, solipeds and other species susceptible to Trichinella shall be
examined for Trichinella in accordance with Regulation (EU) 2015/1375 unless one of the
derogations set out in Article 3 of that Regulation applies.

2 Meat from animals infected with trichinae shall be declared unfit for human
consumption.

Article 32

Practical arrangements for official controls for
glanders during post-mortem inspection of solipeds

1 Fresh meat of solipeds shall be placed on the market only if it was produced from
solipeds kept for at least 90 days prior to the date of slaughter in a Member State or in a third
country or region thereof from which it is authorised to bring solipeds into the Union.

2 In the case of solipeds originating from a Member State or third country or region
thereof not meeting the World Organisation for Animal Health criteria for a glanders-free
country, solipeds shall be inspected for glanders by a careful examination of the mucous
membranes of the trachea, larynx, nasal cavities and sinuses and their ramifications, after
splitting the head in the median plane and excising the nasal septum.

3 Meat produced from solipeds in which glanders has been diagnosed shall be declared
unfit for human consumption.

Article 33

Practical arrangements for official controls for
tuberculosis during post-mortem inspection

1 Where animals have reacted positively or inconclusively to tuberculin, or there are
other grounds for suspecting infection, they shall be slaughtered separately from other animals,
taking precautions to avoid the risk of contamination of other carcases, the slaughter line and
staff present in the slaughterhouse.
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2 All meat from animals in which post-mortem inspection has revealed localised lesions
similar to tuberculoid lesions in a number of organs or a number of areas of the carcase shall be
declared unfit for human consumption. However, where a tuberculoid lesion has been found in
the lymph nodes of only one organ or part of the carcase, only the affected organ or part of the
carcase and the associated lymph nodes shall be declared unfit for human consumption.

Article 34

Practical arrangements for official controls
for brucellosis during post-mortem inspection

1 Where animals have reacted positively or inconclusively to a brucellosis test, or there
are other grounds for suspecting infection, they shall be slaughtered separately from other
animals, taking precautions to avoid the risk of contamination of other carcases, the slaughter
line and staff present in the slaughterhouse.

2 Meat from animals in which post-mortem inspection has revealed lesions indicating
acute brucellosis shall be declared unfit for human consumption. In the case of animals reacting
positively or inconclusively to a brucellosis test, the udder, genital tract and blood shall be
declared unfit for human consumption even if no such lesion is found.

Article 35

Practical arrangements for official controls for Salmonella

1 The competent authorities shall verify the correct implementation by food business
operators of points 2.1.3, 2.1.4 and 2.1.5 of Chapter 2 of Annex I of Regulation (EC) No
2073/2005 by applying one or more of the following measures:

a official sampling using the same method and sampling area as food business
operators. At least 49 random samples(1) shall be taken in each slaughterhouse each
year. This number of samples may be reduced in small slaughterhouses based on a risk
evaluation;

b collecting all information on the total number and the number of Salmonella-positive
samples taken by food business operators in accordance with Article 5 of Regulation
(EC) No 2073/2005, in the framework of points 2.1.3, 2.1.4 and 2.1.5 of Chapter 2 of
Annex I thereto;

c collecting all information on the total number and the number of Salmonella-positive
samples taken in the framework of national control programmes in Member States
or regions of Member States for which special guarantees have been approved in
accordance with Article 8 of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004 as regards ruminant, equine,
swine and poultry production.

2 Where the food business operator fails on several occasions to comply with the process
hygiene criterion, the competent authorities shall require it to submit an action plan and shall
strictly supervise its outcome.

3 The total number and the number of Salmonella-positive samples, differentiating
between samples taken under points (a), (b) and (c) in paragraph 1, when applied, shall be
reported in accordance with Article 9(1) of Directive 2003/99/EC.
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Article 36

Practical arrangements for official controls for Campylobacter

1 The competent authorities shall verify the correct implementation by food business
operators of point 2.1.9 (process hygiene criterion for Campylobacter on carcases of broilers)
of Chapter 2 of Annex I of Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005 by applying the following measures:

a official sampling using the same method and sampling area as food business operators.
At least 49 random samples shall be taken in each slaughterhouse each year. This
number of samples may be reduced in small slaughterhouses based on a risk evaluation;
or

b collecting all information on the total number and the number of Campylobacter
samples with more than 1 000 cfu/g taken by food business operators in accordance
with Article 5 of Regulation (EC) No 2073/2005, in the framework of point 2.1.9 of
Chapter 2 of Annex I thereto.

2 Where the food business operator fails on several occasions to comply with the process
hygiene criterion, the competent authorities shall require it to submit an action plan and shall
strictly supervise its outcome.

3 The total number and the number of Campylobacter samples with more than 1 000 cfu/
g, differentiating between samples taken under points (a) and (b) in paragraph 1, when applied,
shall be reported in accordance with Article 9(1) of Directive 2003/99/EC.

Article 37

Specific requirements as regards laboratory tests

1 When performing laboratory tests in accordance with Article 18(2)(d)(ii) and (iv) of
Regulation (EU) 2017/625, the official veterinarian shall ensure that, when sampling takes place,
samples are appropriately identified and handled and sent to the appropriate laboratory in the
framework of:

a the monitoring and control of zoonoses and zoonotic agents;
b the annual programme for the monitoring of TSEs in accordance with Article 6 of

Regulation (EC) No 999/2001;
c the detection of pharmacologically active substances or products either prohibited

or unauthorised, and controls for regulated pharmacologically active substances,
pesticides, feed additives and contaminants exceeding applicable maximum Union
limits, in particular in the framework of the national plans for the detection of residues
or substances referred to in Article 110(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625 and in Article
5 of Directive 96/23/EC;

d the detection of animal diseases for which animal health rules are laid down in
Regulation (EU) 2016/429.

2 The official veterinarian shall ensure that any additional laboratory testing deemed
necessary for the fulfilment the obligations under Article 18(2) of Regulation (EU) 2017/625
takes place as required.
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(1) If all are negative, 95 % statistical certainty is provided that the prevalence is below 6 %.
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