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Council Regulation (EU) 2020/1998 of 7 December 2020 concerning
restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses

COUNCIL REGULATION (EU) 2020/1998

of 7 December 2020

concerning restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

Having regard to the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union, and in particular Article
215 thereof,

Having regard to Council Decision (CFSP) 2020/1999 of 7 December 2020 concerning
restrictive measures against serious human rights violations and abuses(1),

Having regard to the joint proposal from the High Representative of the Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy and the European Commission,

Whereas:

(1) On 7 December 2020, the Council adopted Decision (CFSP) 2020/1999, which
establishes a framework for targeted restrictive measures to address serious human
rights violations and abuses worldwide. That Decision provides for the freezing of funds
and economic resources of, and the prohibition to make funds and economic resources
available to, natural or legal persons, entities or bodies responsible for, providing
support to or otherwise involved in serious human rights violations or abuses, as well as
those associated with the natural and legal persons, entities and bodies covered. Natural
and legal persons, entities and bodies subject to the restrictive measures are listed in
the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2020/1999. That Decision emphasises the importance of
international human rights law and of the interaction between international human rights
law and international humanitarian law when considering the application of targeted
restrictive measures.

(2) This Regulation respects the fundamental rights and observes the principles recognised
by the Charter of Fundamental Rights of the European Union, in particular the right
to an effective remedy, the right to defence, and the right to the protection of personal
data. This Regulation should be applied in accordance with those rights.

(3) The power to establish and amend the list in Annex I to this Regulation should be
exercised by the Council in order to ensure consistency with the process for establishing,
amending and reviewing the Annex to Decision (CFSP) 2020/1999.

(4) For the implementation of this Regulation, and in order to ensure maximum legal
certainty within the Union, the names and other relevant data concerning natural and
legal persons, entities and bodies whose funds and economic resources are to be frozen
in accordance with this Regulation should be made public. Any processing of personal
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data should comply with Regulations (EU) 2016/679(2) and (EU) 2018/1725(3) of the
European Parliament and of the Council.

(5) Member States and the Commission should inform each other of the measures taken
pursuant to this Regulation and of other relevant information at their disposal in
connection with this Regulation.

(6) Member States should lay down rules on penalties applicable to infringements of the
provisions of this Regulation and make sure that they are implemented. Those penalties
should be effective, proportionate and dissuasive,
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(1) See page 13 of this Official Journal.
(2) Regulation (EU) 2016/679 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 27 April 2016 on

the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data and on the free
movement of such data, and repealing Directive 95/46/EC (General Data Protection Regulation)
(OJ L 119, 4.5.2016, p. 1).

(3) Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 23 October 2018
on the protection of natural persons with regard to the processing of personal data by the Union
institutions, bodies, offices and agencies and on the free movement of such data, and repealing
Regulation (EC) No 45/2001 and Decision No 1247/2002/EC (OJ L 295, 21.11.2018, p. 39).

https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2016.119.01.0001.01.ENG
https://webarchive.nationalarchives.gov.uk/eu-exit/https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=uriserv:OJ.L_.2018.295.01.0039.01.ENG
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