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Agreement on the European Economic Area

PART VII

INSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 3

HOMOGENEITY, SURVEILLANCE
PROCEDURE AND SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section 2

Surveillance procedure

Article 108

1. The EFTA States shall establish an independent surveillance authority (EFTA
Surveillance Authority) as well as procedures similar to those existing in the Community
including procedures for ensuring the fulfilment of obligations under this Agreement and for
control of the legality of acts of the EFTA Surveillance Authority regarding competition.

2. The EFTA States shall establish a court of justice (EFTA Court).

The EFTA Court shall, in accordance with a separate agreement between the EFTA
States, with regard to the application of this Agreement be competent, in particular, for:

(a) actions concerning the surveillance procedure regarding the EFTA States;

(b) appeals concerning decisions in the field of competition taken by the EFTA
Surveillance Authority;

(c) the settlement of disputes between two or more EFTA States.

Article 109

1. The fulfilment of the obligations under this Agreement shall be monitored by, on
the one hand, the EFTA Surveillance Authority and, on the other, the EC Commission acting
in conformity with the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, the Treaty
establishing the European Coal and Steel Community and this Agreement.

2. In order to ensure a uniform surveillance throughout the EEA, the EFTA Surveillance
Authority and the EC Commission shall cooperate, exchange information and consult each other
on surveillance policy issues and individual cases.

3. The EC Commission and the EFTA Surveillance Authority shall receive any
complaints concerning the application of this Agreement. They shall inform each other of
complaints received.

4. Each of these bodies shall examine all complaints falling within its competence and
shall pass to the other body any complaints which fall within the competence of that body.
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5. In case of disagreement between these two bodies with regard to the action to be taken
in relation to a complaint or with regard to the result of the examination, either of the bodies
may refer the matter to the EEA Joint Committee which shall deal with it in accordance with
Article 111.

Article 110

Decisions under this Agreement by the EFTA Surveillance Authority and the EC
Commission which impose a pecuniary obligation on persons other than States, shall be
enforceable. The same shall apply to such judgments under this Agreement by the Court
of Justice of the European Communities, the Court of First Instance of the European
Communities and the EFTA Court.

Enforcement shall be governed by the rules of civil procedure in force in the State in the
territory of which it is carried out. The order for its enforcement shall be appended to the
decision, without other formality than verification of the authenticity of the decision,
by the authority which each Contracting Party shall designate for this purpose and shall
make known to the other Contracting Parties, the EFTA Surveillance Authority, the
EC Commission, the Court of Justice of the European Communities, the Court of First
Instance of the European Communities and the EFTA Court.

When these formalities have been completed on application by the party concerned,
the latter may proceed to enforcement, in accordance with the law of the State in the
territory of which enforcement is to be carried out, by bringing the matter directly before
the competent authority.

Enforcement may be suspended only by a decision of the Court of Justice of the
European Communities, as far as decisions by the EC Commission, the Court of
First Instance of the European Communities or the Court of Justice of the European
Communities are concerned, or by a decision of the EFTA Court as far as decisions
by the EFTA Surveillance Authority or the EFTA Court are concerned. However, the
courts of the States concerned shall have jurisdiction over complaints that enforcement
is being carried out in an irregular manner.


