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TITLE V

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 194

1 The members of the institutions of the Community, the members of committees,
the officials and other servants of the Community and any other persons who by reason of
their duties or their public or private relations with the institutions or installations of the
Community or with Joint Undertakings are called upon to acquire or obtain cognisance of any
facts, information, knowledge, documents or objects which are subject to a security system in
accordance with provisions laid down by a Member State or by an institution of the Community,
shall be required, even after such duties or relations have ceased, to keep them secret from any
unauthorised person and from the general public.

Each Member State shall treat any infringement of this obligation as an act prejudicial
to its rules on secrecy and as one falling, both as to merits and jurisdiction, within the
scope of its laws relating to acts prejudicial to the security of the State or to disclosure
of professional secrets. Such Member State shall, at the request of any Member State
concerned or of the Commission, prosecute anyone within its jurisdiction who commits
such an infringement.

2 Each Member State shall communicate to the Commission all provisions regulating
within its territories the classification and secrecy of information, knowledge, documents or
objects covered by this Treaty.

The Commission shall ensure that these provisions are communicated to the other
Member States.

Each Member State shall take all appropriate measures to facilitate the gradual
establishment of as uniform and comprehensive a security system as possible.
The Commission may, after consulting the Member States concerned, make
recommendations for this purpose.

3 The institutions of the Community, their installations and also the Joint Undertakings
shall be required to apply the rules of the security system in force in the territory in which each
of them is situated.

4 Any authorisation granted either by an institution of the Community or by a Member
State to a person carrying out his activities within the field covered by this Treaty to have access
to facts, information, documents or objects covered by this Treaty which are subject to a security
system, shall be recognised by every other institution and every other Member State.

5 The provisions of this Article shall not prevent application of special provisions
resulting from agreements concluded between a Member State and a third State or an
international organisation.


