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Consolidated version of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union

PART SIX

INSTITUTIONAL AND FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

TITLE II

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS

CHAPTER 4

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE BUDGET AND DISCHARGE

Article 319
(ex Article 276 TEC)

1 The European Parliament, acting on a recommendation from the Council, shall give
a discharge to the Commission in respect of the implementation of the budget. To this end, the
Council and the European Parliament in turn shall examine the accounts, the financial statement
and the evaluation report referred to in Article 318, the annual report by the Court of Auditors
together with the replies of the institutions under audit to the observations of the Court of
Auditors, the statement of assurance referred to in Article 287(1), second subparagraph and any
relevant special reports by the Court of Auditors.

2 Before giving a discharge to the Commission, or for any other purpose in connection
with the exercise of its powers over the implementation of the budget, the European Parliament
may ask to hear the Commission give evidence with regard to the execution of expenditure or the
operation of financial control systems. The Commission shall submit any necessary information
to the European Parliament at the latter's request.

3 The Commission shall take all appropriate steps to act on the observations in the
decisions giving discharge and on other observations by the European Parliament relating to
the execution of expenditure, as well as on comments accompanying the recommendations on
discharge adopted by the Council.

At the request of the European Parliament or the Council, the Commission shall
report on the measures taken in the light of these observations and comments and in
particular on the instructions given to the departments which are responsible for the
implementation of the budget. These reports shall also be forwarded to the Court of
Auditors.



