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PROTOCOLS

PROTOCOL (No 20)

ON THE APPLICATION OF CERTAIN ASPECTS OF ARTICLE 26
OF THE TREATY ON THE FUNCTIONING OF THE EUROPEAN

UNION TO THE UNITED KINGDOM AND TO IRELAND

THE HIGH CONTRACTING PARTIES,

DESIRING to settle certain questions relating to the United Kingdom and Ireland,

HAVING REGARD to the existence for many years of special travel arrangements between the
United Kingdom and Ireland,

HAVE AGREED UPON the following provisions, which shall be annexed to the Treaty on
European Union and the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union:

Article 1

The United Kingdom shall be entitled, notwithstanding Articles 26 and 77 of the Treaty on
the Functioning of the European Union, any other provision of that Treaty or of the Treaty on
European Union, any measure adopted under those Treaties, or any international agreement
concluded by the Union or by the Union and its Member States with one or more third States,
to exercise at its frontiers with other Member States such controls on persons seeking to enter
the United Kingdom as it may consider necessary for the purpose:

(a) of verifying the right to enter the United Kingdom of citizens of Member States and
of their dependants exercising rights conferred by Union law, as well as citizens of
other States on whom such rights have been conferred by an agreement by which the
United Kingdom is bound; and

(b) of determining whether or not to grant other persons permission to enter the United
Kingdom.

Nothing in Articles 26 and 77 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union or in any
other provision of that Treaty or of the Treaty on European Union or in any measure adopted
under them shall prejudice the right of the United Kingdom to adopt or exercise any such
controls. References to the United Kingdom in this Article shall include territories for whose
external relations the United Kingdom is responsible.

Article 2

The United Kingdom and Ireland may continue to make arrangements between themselves
relating to the movement of persons between their territories ("the Common Travel Area"),
while fully respecting the rights of persons referred to in Article 1, first paragraph, point (a)
of this Protocol. Accordingly, as long as they maintain such arrangements, the provisions of
Article 1 of this Protocol shall apply to Ireland under the same terms and conditions as for
the United Kingdom. Nothing in Articles 26 and 77 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the
European Union, in any other provision of that Treaty or of the Treaty on European Union or
in any measure adopted under them, shall affect any such arrangements.

Article 3

The other Member States shall be entitled to exercise at their frontiers or at any point of entry
into their territory such controls on persons seeking to enter their territory from the United
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Kingdom or any territories whose external relations are under its responsibility for the same
purposes stated in Article 1 of this Protocol, or from Ireland as long as the provisions of Article
1 of this Protocol apply to Ireland.

Nothing in Articles 26 and 77 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union or in any
other provision of that Treaty or of the Treaty on European Union or in any measure adopted
under them shall prejudice the right of the other Member States to adopt or exercise any such
controls.


