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Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

AGREEMENT

on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

PREAMBLE

THE EUROPEAN UNION AND THE EUROPEAN ATOMIC ENERGY COMMUNITY

AND

THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND,

CONSIDERING that on 29 March 2017 the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland ("United Kingdom"), following the outcome of a referendum held in the United
Kingdom and its sovereign decision to leave the European Union, notified its intention to
withdraw from the European Union ("Union") and the European Atomic Energy Community
("Euratom") in accordance with Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union ("TEU"), which
applies to Euratom by virtue of Article 106a of the Treaty establishing the European Atomic
Energy Community ("Euratom Treaty"),

WISHING to set out the arrangements for the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the
Union and Euratom, taking account of the framework for their future relationship,

NOTING the guidelines of 29 April and 15 December 2017 and of 23 March 2018 provided by
the European Council in the light of which the Union is to conclude the Agreement setting out
the arrangements for the withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union and Euratom,

RECALLING that, pursuant to Article 50 TEU, in conjunction with Article 106a of the Euratom
Treaty, and subject to the arrangements laid down in this Agreement, the law of the Union and
of Euratom in its entirety ceases to apply to the United Kingdom from the date of entry into
force of this Agreement,

STRESSING that the objective of this Agreement is to ensure an orderly withdrawal of the
United Kingdom from the Union and Euratom,

RECOGNISING that it is necessary to provide reciprocal protection for Union citizens and
for United Kingdom nationals, as well as their respective family members, where they have
exercised free movement rights before a date set in this Agreement, and to ensure that their
rights under this Agreement are enforceable and based on the principle of non-discrimination;
recognising also that rights deriving from periods of social security insurance should be
protected,

RESOLVED to ensure an orderly withdrawal through various separation provisions aiming to
prevent disruption and to provide legal certainty to citizens and economic operators as well as
to judicial and administrative authorities in the Union and in the United Kingdom, while not
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excluding the possibility of relevant separation provisions being superseded by the agreement(s)
on the future relationship,

CONSIDERING that it is in the interest of both the Union and the United Kingdom to determine
a transition or implementation period during which – notwithstanding all consequences of the
United Kingdom's withdrawal from the Union as regards the United Kingdom's participation
in the institutions, bodies, offices and agencies of the Union, in particular the end, on the date
of entry into force of this Agreement, of the mandates of all members of institutions, bodies
and agencies of the Union nominated, appointed or elected in relation to the United Kingdom's
membership of the Union – Union law, including international agreements, should be applicable
to and in the United Kingdom, and, as a general rule, with the same effect as regards the Member
States, in order to avoid disruption in the period during which the agreement(s) on the future
relationship will be negotiated,

RECOGNISING that, even if Union law will be applicable to and in the United Kingdom during
the transition period, the specificities of the United Kingdom as a State having withdrawn from
the Union mean that it will be important for the United Kingdom to be able to take steps to
prepare and establish new international arrangements of its own, including in areas of Union
exclusive competence, provided such agreements do not enter into force or apply during that
period, unless so authorised by the Union,

RECALLING that the Union and the United Kingdom have agreed to honour the mutual
commitments undertaken while the United Kingdom was a member of the Union through a
single financial settlement,

CONSIDERING that in order to guarantee the correct interpretation and application of this
Agreement and compliance with the obligations under this Agreement, it is essential to
establish provisions ensuring overall governance, in particular binding dispute-settlement and
enforcement rules that fully respect the autonomy of the respective legal orders of the Union
and of the United Kingdom as well as the United Kingdom's status as a third country,

ACKNOWLEDGING that, for an orderly withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the Union,
it is also necessary to establish, in separate protocols to this Agreement, durable arrangements
addressing the very specific situations relating to Ireland/Northern Ireland and to the Sovereign
Base Areas in Cyprus,

ACKNOWLEDGING further that, for an orderly withdrawal of the United Kingdom from the
Union, it is also necessary to establish, in a separate protocol to this Agreement, the specific
arrangements in respect of Gibraltar applicable in particular during the transition period,

UNDERLINING that this Agreement is founded on an overall balance of benefits, rights and
obligations for the Union and the United Kingdom,

NOTING that in parallel with this Agreement, the Parties have made a Political Declaration
setting out the framework for the future relationship between the European Union and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland,

CONSIDERING that there is a need for both the United Kingdom and the Union to take all
necessary steps to begin as soon as possible from the date of entry into force of this Agreement,
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the formal negotiations of one or several agreements governing their future relationship with
a view to ensuring that, to the extent possible, those agreements apply from the end of the
transition period,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:


