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Agreement on the withdrawal of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland from the European Union and the European Atomic Energy Community

PART TWO

CITIZENS' RIGHTS

TITLE II

RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS

Chapter 3

PROFESSIONAL QUALIFICATIONS

Article 27

Recognised professional qualifications

1 The recognition, before the end of the transition period, of professional qualifications,
as defined in point (b) of Article 3(1) of Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and
of the Council(1), of Union citizens or United Kingdom nationals, and their family members, by
their host State or their State of work shall maintain its effects in the respective State, including
the right to pursue their profession under the same conditions as its nationals, where such
recognition was made in accordance with any of the following provisions:

a Title III of Directive 2005/36/EC in respect of the recognition of professional
qualifications in the context of the exercise of the freedom of establishment, whether
such recognition fell under the general system for the recognition of evidence of
training, the system for the recognition of professional experience or the system for the
recognition on the basis of coordination of minimum training conditions;

b Article 10(1) and (3) of Directive 98/5/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council(2) in respect of gaining admission to the profession of lawyer in the host State
or State of work;

c Article 14 of Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council(3) in
respect of the approval of statutory auditors from another Member State;

d Council Directive 74/556/EEC(4) in respect of the acceptance of evidence of the
knowledge and ability necessary to take up or pursue the activities of self-employed
persons and of intermediaries engaging in the trade and distribution of toxic products
or activities involving the professional use of toxic products.

2 Recognitions of professional qualifications for the purposes of point (a) of paragraph
1 of this Article shall include:

a recognitions of professional qualifications which have benefited from Article 3(3) of
Directive 2005/36/EC;

b decisions granting partial access to a professional activity in accordance with Article
4f of Directive 2005/36/EC;
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c recognitions of professional qualifications for establishment purposes made under
Article 4d of Directive 2005/36/EC.

Article 28

Ongoing procedures on the recognition of professional qualifications

Article 4, Article 4d in respect of recognitions of professional qualifications for
establishment purposes, Article 4f and Title III of Directive 2005/36/EC, Article 10(1),
(3) and (4) of Directive 98/5/EC, Article 14 of Directive 2006/43/EC and Directive
74/556/EEC shall apply in respect of the examination by a competent authority of
the host State or State of work of any application for the recognition of professional
qualifications introduced before the end of the transition period by Union citizens or
United Kingdom nationals and in respect of the decision on any such application.

Articles 4a, 4b and 4e of Directive 2005/36/EC shall also apply to the extent relevant
for the completion of the procedures for the recognitions of professional qualifications
for establishment purposes under Article 4d of that Directive.

Article 29

Administrative cooperation on recognition of professional qualifications

1 With regard to the pending applications referred to in Article 28, the United Kingdom
and the Member States shall cooperate in order to facilitate the application of Article 28.
Cooperation may include the exchange of information, including information on disciplinary
action or criminal sanctions taken or any other serious and specific circumstances which are
likely to have consequences for the pursuit of the activities falling under the Directives referred
to in Article 28.

2 By way of derogation from Article 8, for a period not exceeding 9 months from the
end of the transition period, the United Kingdom shall be entitled to use the internal market
information system in respect of applications referred to in Article 28 insofar as they concern
procedures for the recognition of professional qualifications for establishment purposes under
Article 4d of Directive 2005/36/EC.
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(1) Directive 2005/36/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 7 September 2005 on the
recognition of professional qualifications (OJ L 255, 30.9.2005, p. 22).

(2) Directive 98/5/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 16 February 1998 to facilitate
practice of the profession of lawyer on a permanent basis in a Member State other than that in which
the qualification was obtained (OJ L 77, 14.3.1998, p. 36).

(3) Directive 2006/43/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 17 May 2006 on statutory
audits of annual accounts and consolidated accounts, amending Council Directives 78/660/EEC
and 83/349/EEC and repealing Council Directive 84/253/EEC (OJ L 157, 9.6.2006, p. 87).

(4) Council Directive 74/556/EEC of 4 June 1974 laying down detailed provisions concerning
transitional measures relating to activities, trade in and distribution of toxic products and activities
entailing the professional use of such products including activities of intermediaries (OJ L 307,
18.11.1974, p. 1).
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