
Status: Point in time view as at 11/07/2011.
Changes to legislation: There are currently no known outstanding effects for the Welfare

of Animals Act (Northern Ireland) 2011, Section 7. (See end of Document for details)

2011 CHAPTER 16

PART 2
PROTECTION OF ANIMALS

Prevention of harm

Administration of poisons, etc.

7.—(1)  A person commits an offence if, without lawful authority or
reasonable excuse, that person—

(a) administers any poisonous or injurious drug or substance to a protected
animal, knowing it to be poisonous or injurious; or

(b) causes any poisonous or injurious drug or substance to be taken by a
protected animal, knowing it to be poisonous or injurious.

(2)  A person commits an offence if—
(a) that person is responsible for an animal,
(b) without lawful authority or reasonable excuse, another person administers

a poisonous or injurious drug or substance to the animal or causes the
animal to take such a drug or substance, and

(c) the first-mentioned person permitted that to happen or, knowing the drug
or substance to be poisonous or injurious, failed to take such steps (whether
by way of supervising the other person or otherwise) as were reasonable
in all the circumstances to prevent that happening.

(3)  In this section, references to a poisonous or injurious drug or substance
include a drug or substance which, by virtue of the quantity or manner in which
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it is administered or taken, has the effect of a poisonous or injurious drug or
substance.
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