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Autism (Amendment) Act
(Northern Ireland) 2022

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Section 2 Additional components of autism strategy:

Section 3 of the 2011 Act set out what the autism strategy must contain. Section
2 amends section 3 by adding a number of specific new components to the
autism strategy. Firstly, the autism strategy must now include information on
thetraining whichisto be provided to civil servantsand staff of all public bodies
on autism. Thetraining may include accredited training. Thetraining isto assist
staff on how best to help autistic people and their families and carers. Secondly,
the autism strategy must now set out details of an autism early intervention
service. Thirdly, the autism strategy must now include information on a new
autism information service. This service must be accessible both face to face
and remotely (for example over the phone, or online). The information service
is designed to be used by autistic people, their families and carers, and also
by professionals working in this field. Fourthly, the autism strategy must now
include information specifically on the needs of adults with autism.
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