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2022 CHAPTER 15

Statutory duty to support

Duties of Department and Authority relating to the development etc. of
integrated education

6.—(1)  After Article 64(1) of the Education Reform (Northern Ireland) Order
1989 (Department’s duty to encourage, facilitate and support the development
of integrated education) insert—

“(1A)  In considering what steps it should take for the purposes of its duty
under subsection (1) to encourage , facilitate and support the development
of integrated education, the Department must in particular take account of
any representations made under section 3 of the Integrated Education Act
(Northern Ireland) Act 2022 (consultation) which relate to that duty”

(2)  The Education Authority must, for the purpose of assisting its strategic
planning of the provision of education, take steps to ascertain the demand for
integrated education.

(3)  In this Act, a reference to ascertaining the demand for integrated education
is a reference to ascertaining the extent to which parents would prefer their
children to be educated at grant-maintained integrated or controlled integrated
schools rather than at schools which are not grant-maintained integrated schools
or controlled integrated schools.

(4)  The Education Authority must take the steps mentioned in subsection (2)
at such times as the Education Authority and the Department of Education agree
to be appropriate, having regard to the purpose specified in that subsection.

(5)  The duty in subsection (2) may be met by seeking the information required
by that duty together with other information about parental preferences.
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(6)  In making decisions in connection with proposals about the provision of
education, including in respect of its duty to encourage, facilitate and support
integrated education, the Education Authority must have due regard to the
response to its enquiries under subsection (2) (in addition to any other factors to
which the Education Authority is required to have regard).
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