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Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS

Part 1 - Emissions Targets

Section 8: Meaning of “net Northern Ireland emissions account”

This section defines the net Northern Ireland emissions account as the aggregate
amount of net Northern Ireland emissions of each greenhouse gas for that year,
minus any carbon units credited to the account for the period plus any carbon
units debited from the account for the period. This clarifies how emissions are
to be determined for the purposes of comparing the amount of emissions for a
year against the emission reduction targets in the Act and any carbon budgets
set under section 23. The section similarly sets out how to determine the net
Northern Ireland emissions account for carbon dioxide and methane. Section 11
sets out requirements relating to the crediting and debiting of carbon units to the
net Northern Ireland emissions account.
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