These notes refer to the Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland)
2022 (c.31) which received Royal Assent on 6 June 2022

Climate Change Act (Northern Ireland) 2022

EXPLANATORY NOTES

COMMENTARY ON SECTIONS
Part 5— Further Oversight

Section 50: Northern Ireland Climate Commissioner

This section places a duty on the Executive Office, within 24 months of the
Act achieving Royal Assent, to establish, through regulations, an independent
Northern Ireland Climate Commissioner. The section further specifiesthe range
of aspects which the regulations can cover.

Section 51: Climate action plan

This section places a duty on the Department to publish a climate action
plan within 2 years of the Act achieving Royal Assent. The section sets out
consultation requirements and requiresthe climate action plansto include annual
greenhouse gas and air quality targets. The requirements for a climate action
plan under section 51 are very similar to the requirements for a climate action
plan under section 29. It isconsidered that both sections can be satisfied by the
same document.
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