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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1985 No. 1204

The Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and
Amusements (Northern Ireland) Order 1985

PART II
BETTING

General restrictions on betting

Restriction on use of premises for betting transactions

3.—(1)  Subject to[F1 paragraphs (1A) and (2)], it shall be unlawful for any person to use, or
cause or permit any other person to use, any premises for the purpose of the effecting of any betting
transactions by that person or, as the case may be, that other person with persons resorting to those
premises.

[F1(1A)  Subject to paragraphs (1B) and (1C), paragraph (1) shall not apply to the use of premises
as a place where persons may deliver—

(a) completed coupons or other entry forms for qualifying competitions promoted by a
registered pool promoter within the meaning of section 4(2) of the Betting, Gaming and
Lotteries Act 1963, who carries on his pool betting business by post[F2 and any of such
other means as may be prescribed by regulations]; and

(b) the stake money in respect of such coupons or other entry forms,
for forwarding to the registered pool promoter.

(1B)  Paragraph (1A) shall not affect the operation of paragraph (1) in relation to such premises
as may be prescribed by regulations.

(1C)  In paragraph (1A), the reference to coupons or other entry forms for qualifying competitions
does not include any coupon or other entry form that can effect entry to a competition that is not
a qualifying competition.

(1D)  In paragraphs (1A) and (1C), “qualifying competition” means a competition—
(a) that is a competition for prizes for making forecasts as to association football gamesF2. . . ,

and
(b) that requires each entry in the competition to consist of a forecast as to at least 4 such

games.]
(2)  Paragraph (1) shall not apply—

(a) where the premises are a licensed office and the person using the premises or, as the case
may be, the other person is the licensed bookmaker who is the holder of the bookmaking
office licence or his servant or agent;



Document Generated: 2024-07-23
Changes to legislation: The Betting, Gaming, Lotteries and Amusements (Northern Ireland) Order

1985, Section 3 is up to date with all changes known to be in force on or before 23 July 2024. There are
changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the

content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

(b) subject to paragraph (3), to bookmaking or a pool betting business carried on on any track
on any day on which under Articles 36, 47 and 48 betting may lawfully be carried on on
the track;

(c) where both the person using the premises and all the persons with whom the betting
transactions are effected either reside or work on those premises or on premises of which
those premises form part.

(3)  [F2Subject to paragraph (3A),] nothing in paragraph (2)(b) shall affect the operation of
paragraph (1) in relation to the use on a track by a licensed bookmaker for the purposes of his
business—

(a) of any permanent structure other than a structure used by him in common with members
of the public resorting to the track; or

(b) of any position specially appropriated for his use by, or by any person purporting to act
on behalf of, the occupier of the track.

[F2(3A)  In the case of a licensed track, paragraph (3) shall not apply in relation to the use of a
permanent structure by a licensed bookmaker for the purposes of his business if—

(a) the use takes place on a day on which the public are admitted to the track for the purpose
of attending horse or, as the case may be, dog racing and no other sporting events are
taking place; and

(b) no betting transactions in connection with races run on the track are effected in the course
of the use.]

(4)  Any person acting in contravention of paragraph (1) shall be guilty of an offence.

F1 1994 NI 8
F2 2004 NI 1
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