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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1985 No. 1205

The Credit Unions (Northern Ireland) Order 1985

Registration as a credit union

Use of name “ credit union ”, etc.

6.—(1)  A credit union shall not be registered under this Order under a name which in the opinion
of the [F1FCA] is undesirable.

(2)  The name of every credit union shall contain the words “credit union” and the word “Limited”
shall be the last word in that name.

(3)  Every credit union shall cause its registered name to be painted or affixed, and to be kept
painted or affixed, in a conspicuous position and in letters easily legible, on the outside of its
registered office and every other office or place in which the business of the credit union is carried on,
and shall have that name engraven in legible characters on its seal and set out in legible characters—

(a) in all notices, advertisements and other official publications of the credit union;
(b) in all business letters of the credit union;
(c) in all bills of exchange, promissory notes, endorsements, cheques, and orders for money

or goods, purporting to be signed by or on behalf of the credit union;
(d) in all bills, invoices, receipts, and letters of credit of the credit union.

(4)  Any officer of a credit union, or any other person acting on a credit union's behalf, who—
(a) uses any seal purporting to be a seal of the credit union which does not have the credit

union's registered name engraven on it in legible characters; or
(b) issues or authorises the issue of any document such as is mentioned in paragraph (3) (a)

or (d) in which that name is not set out in legible characters; or
(c) signs or authorises to be signed on behalf of the credit union any document such as is

mentioned in paragraph (3)(c) in which that name is not so set out,
shall be guilty of an offence and liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on
the standard scale and, in the case of a conviction by virtue of sub-paragraph (c), shall further be
personally liable to the holder of any such document as is referred to in that sub-paragraph for the
amount specified in the document unless that amount is duly paid by the credit union.

(5)  Subject to paragraph (6), a person shall not, unless registered as a credit union,—
(a) use, in reference to himself, a name, title or descriptive expression containing the words

“credit union” or any cognate term or any derivative of those words; or
(b) represent himself as being a credit union;

and any person who contravenes this paragraph shall be guilty of an offence and shall be liable on
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 4 on the standard scale.

(6)  Paragraph (5) does not apply to—
(a) the use by an officer or employee of a credit union of a title or descriptive expression

indicating his office or post with the credit union; or
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(b) the use with reference to an association or group of credit unions of a name which has
been approved in writing by the [F2FCA] .

F1 Word in art. 6(1) substituted (6.4.2018 immediately after 2016 c. 16 (N.I.), s. 8(2) comes into force) by
The Financial Services Act 2012 (Mutual Societies) Order 2018 (S.I. 2018/323), art. 1, Sch. 3 para.
2(d) (with art. 3)

F2 Word in art. 6(6)(b) substituted (6.4.2018 immediately after 2016 c. 16 (N.I.), s. 8(2) comes into force)
by The Financial Services Act 2012 (Mutual Societies) Order 2018 (S.I. 2018/323), art. 1, Sch. 3 para.
2(d) (with art. 3)
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