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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1985 No. 754

The Foreign Limitation Periods (Northern Ireland) Order 1985

[F1Overseas armed forces actions: restriction of foreign limitation law

3A.—(1)  Paragraph (3) applies where—
(a) the law of another country relating to limitation applies by reason of Article 3(1)(a) in

respect of a matter for the purposes of an overseas armed forces tort action, and
(b) the commencement condition applies in relation to that action,

and in this Article the law relating to limitation that applies for the purposes of that action is referred
to as “the relevant foreign limitation law”.

(2)  The commencement condition applies in relation to an overseas armed forces tort action if
the action commenced on a date which is after the end of the period of 6 years beginning with—

(a) the date on which any limitation period specified in the relevant foreign limitation law
began to run, or

(b) where the relevant foreign limitation law has the effect that the action may be commenced
within an indefinite period, the first date on which the action could have been commenced.

(3)  The relevant foreign limitation law is to be treated as providing the defendant with a complete
defence to the action so far as relating to the matter (where that would not otherwise be the case).

(4)  An “overseas armed forces tort action” means an action—
(a) which is an overseas armed forces action as defined in Article 50(1B) of the Limitation

(Northern Ireland) Order 1989, and
(b) which (under the law of the other country that falls to be taken into account) corresponds

to—
(i) an action to which Article 7 of that Order applies (personal injuries),

(ii) an action in respect of false imprisonment, or
(iii) an action under the Fatal Accidents (Northern Ireland) Order 1977 (death).

(5)  In the application of paragraph (2) to an action in respect of which—
(a) in accordance with the relevant foreign limitation law, a limitation period specified in that

law has been suspended or interrupted for a period by reason of a person's lacking legal
capacity or being under a disability, or

(b) in accordance with the relevant foreign limitation law, a period during which a person
lacks legal capacity or is under a disability has been disregarded in computing a limitation
period specified in that law,

the reference to the period of 6 years is to be treated as a reference to the period of 6 years plus the
period of suspension or interruption or (as the case may be) the period that was so disregarded.

(6)  In the application of paragraph (2) to an action in respect of which a limitation period specified
in the relevant foreign limitation law has been suspended in accordance with section 1(1) of the
Limitation (Enemies and War Prisoners) Act 1945, the reference to the period of 6 years is to be
treated as a reference to the period of 6 years plus—
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(a) the period during which the limitation period was suspended, and
(b) any extra period after the suspension ended during which the action could have been

brought only because of an extension provided for by section 1(1) of that Act.]

F1 Art. 3A inserted (30.6.2021) by Overseas Operations (Service Personnel and Veterans) Act 2021
(c. 23), s. 14(2), Sch. 4 para. 2(3); S.I. 2021/678, reg. 2
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