
Changes to legislation: The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986, Section 3 is up to date with all changes known to be
in force on or before 25 June 2024. There are changes that may be brought into force at a future date. Changes that have been
made appear in the content and are referenced with annotations. (See end of Document for details) View outstanding changes

STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1986 No. 595

The Mental Health (Northern Ireland) Order 1986

PART I
INTRODUCTORY

[F1Interpretation of Order]

Definition of “mental disorder” and related expressions

3.—(1)  In this Order—
“mental disorder” means mental illness, mental handicap and any other disorder or disability
of mind;
“mental illness” means a state of mind which affects a person's thinking, perceiving, emotion
or judgment to the extent that he requires care or medical treatment in his own interests or the
interests of other persons;
“mental handicap” means a state of arrested or incomplete development of mind which
includes significant impairment of intelligence and social functioning;
“severe mental handicap” means a state of arrested or incomplete development of mind which
includes severe impairment of intelligence and social functioning;
“severe mental impairment” means a state of arrested or incomplete development of mind
which includes severe impairment of intelligence and social functioning and is associated with
abnormally aggressive or seriously irresponsible conduct on the part of the person concerned.

(2)  No person shall be treated under this Order as suffering from mental disorder, or from any form
of mental disorder, by reason only of personality disorder, promiscuity or other immoral conduct,
sexual deviancy or dependence on alcohol or drugs.
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Legislation.gov.uk)
– Sch.05 Pt. 1 rev. in pt. by 1995 c. 35 s. 29(2)Sch. 3
– Sch. 5 Pt. 2 rev. in pt. by 1998 c. 47 s. 100(2)Sch. 15
– art. 14A inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 10
– art. 36(2)(za) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 22(3)
– art. 36(3)(e) and word inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 22(4)(d)
– art. 37(1)(za) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 23(2)(a)
– art. 37(1A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 23(3)
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– art. 63A63B inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 31
– art. 67(2A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 35(4)
– art. 83(4A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 48(4)
– art. 120(4) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 59(4
– art. 133(2A) inserted by 2016 c. 18 (N.I.) Sch. 8 para. 68(4)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/435
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nisi/2003/435/schedule/5
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/35
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/35/section/29/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1995/35/schedule/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/47
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/47/section/100/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1998/47/schedule/15
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/10
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/22/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/22/4/d
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/23/2/a
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/23/3
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/section/35/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/schedule/7/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/section/35/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/schedule/7
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/ukpga/1996/46/schedule/7/part/III
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/31
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/35/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/48/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2016/18/schedule/8/paragraph/68/4

