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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1991 No. 1714

The Genetically Modified Organisms
(Northern Ireland) Order 1991

Enforcement powers and offences

Power to deal with cause of imminent danger of damage to the environment

14.—(1)  Where, in the case of anything found by him on any premises which he has p ower to
enter, an inspector has reason to believe that it is a genetically modified organism or that it consists
of or includes genetically modified organisms and that, in the circumstances in which he finds it,
it is a cause of imminent danger of damage to the environment, he may seize it and cause it to be
rendered harmless (whether by destruction, by bringing it under proper control or otherwise).

(2)  Before there is rendered harmless under this Article—
(a) any thing that forms part of a batch of similar things, or
(b) any substance,

the inspector shall, if it is practicable and safe for him to do so, take a sample of it and give to a
responsible person at the premises a portion of the sample marked in a manner sufficient to identify it.

(3)  As soon as may be after anything has been seized and rendered harmless under this Article,
the inspector shall prepare and sign a written report giving particulars of the circumstances in whic
h it was seized and so dealt with by him, and shall—

(a) give a signed copy of the report to a responsible person at the premises where it was found
by him; and

(b) unless that person is the owner of it, also serve a signed copy of the report on the owner;
and if, where sub-paragraph (b) applies, the inspector cannot after reasonable inquiry ascertain the
name or address of the owner, the copy may be served on him by giving it to the person to whom
a copy was given under sub-paragraph (a).
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