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STATUTORY INSTRUMENTS

1999 No. 2789

The Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1999

PART V
COMPETENCE OF WITNESSES AND CAPACITY TO BE SWORN

Competence of witnesses

Competence of witnesses to give evidence

31.—(1)  At every stage in criminal proceedings all persons are (whatever their age) competent
to give evidence.

(2)  Paragraph (1) has effect subject to paragraphs (3) and (4).
(3)  A person is not competent to give evidence in criminal proceedings if it appears to the court

that he is not a person who is able to—
(a) understand questions put to him as a witness, and
(b) give answers to them which can be understood.

(4)  A person charged in criminal proceedings is not competent to give evidence in the proceedings
for the prosecution (whether he is the only person, or is one of two or more persons, charged in the
proceedings).

(5)  In paragraph (4) the reference to a person charged in criminal proceedings does not include a
person who is not, or is no longer, liable to be convicted of any offence in the proceedings (whether
as a result of pleading guilty or for any other reason).



Changes to legislation: 
The Criminal Evidence (Northern Ireland) Order 1999, Section 31 is up to date with all changes
known to be in force on or before 20 May 2024. There are changes that may be brought into
force at a future date. Changes that have been made appear in the content and are referenced with
annotations.
View outstanding changes

Changes and effects yet to be applied to the whole Order associated Parts and
Chapters:
Whole provisions yet to be inserted into this Order (including any effects on those
provisions):
– art. 29(3)(aa) inserted by 2015 c. 9 (N.I.) Sch. 2 para. 11
– art. 29(3)(aa) words substituted in earlier affecting provision 2015 c. 9 (N.I.), Sch. 2

para. 11 by 2022 c. 4 (N.I.) s. 4(9)(h)

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/schedule/2
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2015/9/schedule/2/paragraph/11
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/4
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/id/nia/2022/4/section/4/9/h

