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SEVENTH' SCHEDULE ' Limits of variation' 

The Department of Agriculture in exercise 9£ 'the powers yested :in it 
under section 1 of the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(a)" as. amend,\!d by' 
Schedule 3 to the European Communities (AgriciIltuteY Order (Northern 
Ireland) 1972(b) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf and 
after consult'1tion with representatives of such interests as appear to it to 
be conc.erned hereby makes the. following regt).lations: ~ .', , ... ' .. " 

Citation and commencement .:: • :~;" 
>. f. Thes'e regulations may be cited as the Cereal Seeds Regulations 

(Northern Ireland) 1974 and shall come into operation on 1st July 1974. 
. ., . 
biterpretation' 

2.-(1} In these regul(l.tionsuuless the context otherwise requires­
"the Act" means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965; 
"Common Catalogue" means the Common Catalogue ·of varieties ·of 

kiJ;lds of' agricultl;lral plants published or to be published ill the 
Official Journal of the European Comn'lUhi,~ies; 

"the Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"higher voluntary standard" means the. standards so described in 

Schedules 2' or 3 in relation to the seeds, being standards' which the 
seeds satisfy and which they· have on an offiCial examination been 
found to satisfy; 

"maintainer" means a person who is indicated in a National List or-' in 
the Common Catalogue as responsible for the maintenance of the 
partiqulal,' cereal variety; '.. . 

"marketing" includes.' as' the 'context shall permit, the' offer for sale, 
exposure for sale, sale and possessioJ;l. with a view to sale of. seeds 
and any transllction in the course of bU,siness-

'. . Ca)' under which -the property in seeds is transferred . from one 
person to a;nother, or' . . ." ; .. 

(a) 1965, c. 22 (N.I.), (b) S,R, & o. (N.!.) 1972, No, 351. 
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(b) under which the seeds are made over by one 'person to another 
. in pursuance of a contract·under which the .seeds will be used 

for prodU(~ing .further seeds or. for 'producing plants or parts 
of plants for human .or animal consumption; 

and "market" and "marketed" shall be construed ~ccordingly; 
"Member State" means a member state of the European Communities; 
"National List'; means a list of varieties of kinds of· cereals published 

in accordance with the Seeds (National List of Varieties} Regulations' 
1973(c); 

"official examination'; means an examination carried out by or on behalf 
of the Department· 'Subject to the payment of any fee' imposed by 
regulations made under the .Aot an examination carried out by or 

. 'on behalf. ·of the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and Food' and 
tbe Secret~ry of State for Scotland or in relation tOl seeds harvested 
,elsewhere than in the Un,ited ~ingdom an examinatiol1 approved by 
the. Department; . . 

"official label" and "official notice" means respectively a l~bel and a 
notice prepared by or on behalf of the Depa~ent; 

"pure" in relation to seeds means' wholly comprised .of seeds of the 
kind of which the seeds purport to be; 

"small package"'rheanS a.package of basic seeds, certified seeds, certified 
seeds of the first generatien, certified seeds of the second! generation 
or a. mixture of seeds, containing no more than a net weight of 15 
kilograms of seeds . 

. (2) In these Regulations, .in relation to the categori~s of .seeds referred 
to therein-

"basic seeds" means~ . 
'(a) seed~ of oats,' barley, rye, wheat, hard wheat and. ~~elt ~heat, 

. (i) which have been produced by or under the responsibility 
of the ·maintain.er, 

(ii) which are intended to be used for ,the 'production of 
.certified seeds, certified seeds of the: first generation or 

, certified .seeds of the .second generation, an9-
(iii) which satisfy the requirements for basic .. s.eecl.s set out in 

Scheduies 2 and 3 and which have on an official examination 
been found to satISfy the requirements s.et out in Schedule 
2' 

(b ) seed; of open pollinateci varieties of m~iz~-;- . 
(i) which have been produced by or under the resp.onsibility 

of the maintainer, . . .' 
. (il) which are intended to be used· for ,the· production of 

certified seeds of the. same variety" top cross. hybrids or 
inter-va:rietalhybrids, :l,nd 

(iii) which .satisfy the requirements for'basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2 and 3 and which have on.an .official examination 
been found to satisfy the requirements set out in Schedule 2; 

(c) seeds of inbred lines of maize, : . 
w:hich . satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2 and 3 and which have on an official examination 
been 'found to satisfy the requirements set ,out; -iii ;Schedrile 2; 

•• ' '. ;', '.'. ',0 .. > ~.: 

(c) S.l. 1973, No. 994. 
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(d) seeds of simple hybrids of maize--:-
(i) which are intended to be used for the production of 

double hybrids, triple-cross hybrids or top cross hybrids, 
and 

(ii) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in 
Schedule 2 and 3 and which have on an official examination 
been found to satisfy the requirements set out in Schedule 2; 

"certified seeds" means seeds ·of rye and maize-
Ca) which have been produced directly from ibasic seeds or, with 

the approval of the maintainer, from pre-basic seeds; 
Cb) which are intended to be used mainly for the production of 

plants or parts of plants for human or Animal consumption, and 
(c) which sati~fy the requirements for certified seeds set out in 

Schedules 2 and 3 and which have on an official examination 
-been found to satisfy the requirements set out in Schedule 2; 

"certified seeds of the first generation" means seeds of oats, barley, 
wheat, hard wheat and spelt wheat-

(a) which have been produced directly from basic seeds or, with 
the approval of the maintainer, from pre-basic seeds, 

(b) which are intended either for the production of certified seeds 
of the . second generation or to be used mainly for the 
production of plants or parts of plants for human or animal 
consumption, and 

Cc) which satisfy the requirements for certified seeds of the first 
generation set out in Schedules 2 and 3 and which have on 
an official examination been found to satisfy the requirements 
set out in Schedule 2; 

"certified seeds of the second generation" means seeds of oats, barley, 
wheat, hard wheat and spelt wheat-

Ca) which have been produced directly from basic seeds, certified 
-seeds of the first generation or, with the approval of the 
maintainer, from pre-basic seeds, 

(b) which are intended to be used mainly for the production of 
plants or parts of plants for human or animal consumption and 

(c) which satisfy the requirements for certified s~eds of the second 
generation set out in Schedules 2 and 3 and which have on 
an official examination ibeen found to satisfy the requirements 
set out in Schedule 2; 

"pre-basic seeds" means seeds of a generation earlier thari that of basic 
seeds-

(a) which have been produced by or under the respons1bility of 
the maintainer, 

(b) which are intended for the production of pre-basic seeds, 
Ul,lcertified pre-basic seeds, basic seeds, certified seeds, certified 
seeds of the first generation, or certified seeds of the second 
generation, and 

Cc) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in 
Schedules 2. and 3 and which have, on an official examination, 
been found to satisfy the requirements -set out in Schedule 2; 

"uncertified pre~basic seed~" means seeds of a generation earlier than 
that of basic seeds-
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(a) which have been produce~ in ~he United Kingdom b~ or 
under the responsibility of the maintainer. and. 

(b) which. are intended for the production of pte-basic seeds. 
uncertified pre-basic seeds. or basic s{!eds. 

(3) In relation to the varieties. inbred lines and hybrids of maize­
-'double hybrid" means the first generation of a cross between two simple 
. hybrids. defined by the maintainer; 

"inbred line" means a sufficiently uniform and stable line. obtained 
either by artificial self-fertilisation together with selection over several 
Successive generations or by equivalent operations; 

"inter-varietal hybrid" means the first generation of a cross between 
plants grown from basic seeds of two open pollinated varieties. defined 
by the maintainer; 

"open pollinated variety" means a sufficiently uniform and stable vafiety; 
"simple hybrid" means the first generation of a cross between two inbred 

lines defined by the maintainer; . 
"top cross hybrid" means the first generation of a cross between either 

an inbred line or a simple hybrid and an open pollinated variety. 
defined by the maintainer; . 

"triple-cross hybrid" means the first generation of a cross between 'an 
inbred line and a simple hybrid. defined by the -maintainer. 

Seeds to which the regulations apply 
3.-(1) Subject to paragraph (2) these RegUlations apply to cereal seeds 

of the kinds set out in Schedule 1 being seeds intended to be used only 
. for the production of agricultural or horticultllral crops. 

(2) These Regulations shall not apply to-
(a) seeds which are marketed for delivery elsewhere than in a Member 

State. 
(b) seeds used or to be used for research or experiment. 
(c) seeds used or to :be used in the course ofa process of selection 'and 
(d) seeds which are marketed with a view to processing. treatment.' or 

cleaning provided that the identity of the seeds is stated by the 
person by whom they are marketed. 

Marketing of seeds 
. 4.-(1) "Subject to the prOVISIOns of this Regulation no 'person shall 
market any seeds which have been produced in a Member State unless they 
are-

(a) pre-basic seeds, uncerti·fied pre-basic seeds or basic seeds, 
(b) certified seeds or certified seeds of the first generation marketed 

after .the 30th June 1975, 
(c) certified' seeds of the second generation marketed after 30th June 

197(), or 
(d) seeds which satisfy the conditions in Part II of Schedule 2 relating 

to certified seeds of the second generation or certified seeds. as the 
case may be, and are marketed before the 1st July 1976. 
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(2) No person .shall market any seeds. which have been produced else­
where than in: a Member State. unless they are-

(a) seeds marketed before the 1st July 1976. not being pre ... basic seeds. 
uncertified pre-basic seeds. certified seeds. certified seeds of the 
first generation or certified seeds of the second generation; or 

(b) 'pre-basic seeds. basic seeds. certified seeds. certified seeds of the 
.' : first generation or certified seeds of the second generation marketed 

in accordance with and subject to the conditions imposed iby a 
. 'general licence granted by the pepartment: 

Provided that seeds marketed in accordance. with sub-paragraph (a) 
above satisfy. the conditions in Part II of Schedule 2. relating to certified 
seeds of the second generation or certified seeds. as the case may be. 

(3) Paragraphs (1) and (2) shall not prevent the marketing of a mixture 
of seeds where each of the constituents to which these regulations apply 
consists of either ibasic seeds. certified seeds. certified seeds of the first 
'generation. certified seeds of the s'econd generation or of seeds' marketed 
in accordance with paragraphs (1)(d) or (2)(a). 

(4}The Depavtment may. by a .. general licence taking effect during a 
period specified in the licence and subject to any conditions imposed by the 
licence. authorise any person to market as pre-basic seeds. basic seeds. 
certified seeds; certified seeds of the first generation. certified seeds of the 
second generation or seeds marketed in accordance with paragraphs (1)(d) 
or (2Xa) seeds which fail in some respect to satisfy the requirements for 
such seeds. set out in Schedule 2 or to market seeds which, notwithstanding 
the;,requirements of the Seeds (National Lists of Varietie~) Regulations 1973. 
are df a variety not entered in the National List or in the Common 
Catalogue: provided that in all other respects unless expressly otherwlse 
provided the provisions of these regulations shall apply in relation to the 
marketing of the seeds. 

(5) Notwithstanding the requirement in Schedule. 2 that basic s~ds shall 
attain the minimum standards of germination specified in the said Schedule 
any person may. subject to the requirements of paragraphs (2)(b) and (7) of 
Regulation 8. market as pre~basic seeds or basic seeds. seeds w;hich in 
.other respects satisfy the requirements for basic se~ds set out in the said 
Schedule but which attain a lower percentage of germination than that 
specified in the said Schedule in relation to seeds of that kind. 

(6) In a case where the official examination in respect of the germination 
of a proposed consigument of seeds has not been completed and the Depart­
meAt has been infor.tp.ed of the name and address of the first consignee .and 
provided with a provisional report in respect of such germination he may, 
if the seeds in other respects satisfy the appropriate requirements of Schedule 
2, authorise the sale of the seeds as pre-basic seeds, basic seeds, certified 
seeds. certified seeds of the first generation or certified seeds of the second 
generation; as the case may be. to the said consignee. . . 

.' (7) Paragraphs (5) and (6). shall not apply to seeds which have been 
imported from a country other than a Member State unless they were 
produced. directly from pre-basic seeds. basic seeds or certified seeds of 
'the first generatio)]: certified in a Member State. . 

'. (8) S~ed imported into Northern Ireland may only be marketed in 
Northern Ireland if accompanied by an official certificate stating-
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(a) that the seed 'is the pr.oduce of a' crop found to be free of ptants 
." of Avena fatua at the time of aJ:!. officiarinspectiori an.d~af in 

addition' a 1 kg sample of seed drawn according to the provisions 
, .of Schedule 4 Part I has been ,found. free of seeds of Avena fatua 

at the time of an official examination or ' . 
• t. '.. , 

(b) that a 3 kg sample .of·.the seed drawn accor~ing to the provisions. of 
Schedule 4 Part J has been found to. be free of Avena fatua'at a.n 
official examination . 

. (9) .Persons who deal in ,seeds shall in the case of cereal·s~~d imp~rted 
or removed Into .. Noithern rrelan<;l supply the Department within 3 days of 
such importation' or rem(>V'al with information as to .. tlIe quant~ty, nature 
and location of such cereal seed. . 

Sampling' 
. '. 5~-.,.-(1) A sample of seed,s taken either for' the' purposes of an pffidal 
examination or, subject to paragraph (3). for theenforcemen( of these 
regulations :shall be taken in accordance with the procedure set out in 
Schedule 4. . . . ' 

.... :: 
(2) A sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of these regulations 

shall be ,~ivided into three parts of which one part shaH oedelivered or 
sent to the OIWner' of the seeds 01," his representative, one part 'shall be 
delivered or sent ,to the Chie~ 'Officer of an Official Seed 'Testing 'Station 
.and tPe rem~ining part shall ,be retained and be available for prod~ction to 
.aCourt in accordance with section 9(7) of the Act: provided that where it 
appears to the person taking the sample that the seeds [rom:wh~ch the 
s.ample has been taken were purchased for use and ·not for re-sale~, .. the 
.first part of the sample shall iQe delivered· ot; sent to the' lastseper of the 
se~ds or to pis representative in place of thd 'Owner of the ·seeds or to his 
representative. ' , , . . ' . ,! ' 

'" (3);The weight of a sample taken for the enforcement of these regula­
tions shall· be such as to ensure that, each of the parts into which:. it is 
div-iqedis of not less than the minimum weight indicated in Schedule, 4 and 
the sample shall be divided accorq.ingly. . ' , , 

Certificates of taking and· testing of a sample 
. ,6.-(1) A certificate in the, form set out, in Part t of Schedule 5, 'of the 

ta:kirigofa, sample' of seeds is hereby prescribed in, accordance:'with 
section' 9(3) of t1;le Act.. , , . 

, (2) A certificate in the form set out, ,in Part II of Schedule 5 of the 
result of a test of a sample of seeds taken for the enforcement o,f these 
regUlations is heteoy prescribed, in' aCyordance with s\!ction' 8(3) of the ,Act. 

Sealing of packages, , 
, 1.-(1) ,N!;> person shall market a package' of 'pre~basic 'seeds or :a 
package other thana small package, of basic seeds, certified seeds, certified 
's\!eds,of the first generation, <;ertified seeds ?f. the sec<;>nd generation or a 
mixture, of seeds unless it has beeJ;l' not later than at the time' of sampling, 
sealeq. by a person authorised ,by the' D~partment in that 'behalf, ,with a 
sealing devic~ (wl1ich. ,may: be ,an adhesiv~ IflbeI):" iIi such.: a mamie.r, that 
when- the ,pa~kage,.is opel1eq the sealing dI?Y;~e y,;i11",be 'br()ken~nd, can:Qot 
be replaced. ' ' , ' , , " ,:~",'", ," 
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(2) If a package of seeds which has been sealed in accordance with 
paragraph (1) shall have ,been opened it may only be re-sealed or further 
re-sealed by a person authorised by the Department in that behalf. 

(3) No person shall market a package of uncertified pre-basic seeds or 
a small package of seeds unless it has been sealed with a sealing device 
approved by the Department and in ,such a manner that when the package 
is opened the sealing device will be broken and cannot be repla~d. 

Labelling of packages 
, 8.-(1) Subject to paragraph (6) no person shall market any seeds except 

in a package which is labelled, inscribed or otherwise dealt with in accord­
anCe with this Regulation. 

(2)(a) A package of pre-basic seeds, or a package other than a small 
package of basic seeds, certified seeds, certified seeds of the first generation, 
certified seeds of the second generation or a mixture of seeds shall have 
affixed on -the outside an official label containing, as appropriate to the 
seeds,' particulars of the matters specified, and' being of the size and colour 
also specified, in Schedule 6 which shall be either an adhesive label or a 
label secured to the package by an alternative sealing device affixed in 
either case' by a persqn authorised by the Department in that behaLf. 

(b) If in accordance with Regulation 4(5) a person shall market basic 
seeds .of a lower percentage of germination than that specified in Schedule 
2 the fact shall be stated on the official lab~l. ' 

Cc) A person who markets a package, other than a small package. con­
taining a mixture of seeds I>hall. with the seeds or not later ,than 14 days 
after the sale or delivery (whichever is the later) .of the seeds give to the 
purchaser a' statement in writing, on. a label attached to the package. on 
the package itself or on an invoice or other document associated with the 
seeds. containing particulars of the matters relating to the seeqs to which 
these regulations apply. specified in Part IV of Schedule 6. 

(3) A: package. other than a small package, of basic seeds. certified seeds. 
certified s'eeds of the first generation. certified seeds of the second generation. 
or a mixture of seeds shall contain an official notice which shall be of the 
same coleur as the official label and shall contain particulars ot the 
'matters specified in the items numbered, in the case of basic seeds. certified 
seeds. certified seeds .of the first generation, certified seeds of the second 
generation. 3. 4 and 5 in Part I of Schedule 6 or. in the case of a mixture 
of seeds. the items numbered 1 and 3 in Part IH of Schedule 6: provided 
that if such particulars are printed indeHbly on the outside of the package 
er if the official label is an adhesive label the official notice referred to in 
this paragraph shall not be required. ' 

(4)(a) A package of uncertified pre-basic seeds or a small package of 
seeds shall have affixed on the outside a label containing. as. appropriate 
to the seeds. particulars of the matters specified and being of the colour 
also specified in Schedule 6: provided that if such particulars are printed 
:indelibly on the outside of the package, the, said label shall not be required. 

(b) A person who markets a small package containing a mixture of 
seeds shall" With the seeds or not later than 14 days after the sale or 
delivery (whichever is the later) of the seeds give to the purchaser a state­
ment in writing, on a label attached to the package, on the package itself 
or on an invoice or other document associated with the seeds, containing 
particulars of the matters relating to the seeds specified in Part IV of 
Schedule 6. 
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(5) A person who markets a package of seeds in accordance with 
paragraphs (1)(d) or (2)(a) of Regulation 4 shall with the seeds or not later 
than 14 days after the sale or deliv.ery (whichever is the later) of the see~s 
give to the purchaser a statement in writing, on a lwbel attached to the 
package, on the package itself or on an invoice or other document assochted 
with the seeds, containing particulars of the matters relating to the seeds 
specified in Part VIII of Schedule 6. 

(6) A person may sell any seeds otherwise than in a package provided 
that they are sold by way ,of retail sale, in a quantity not exceeding 5 
kilograms and are taken in the presence of the purchaser from a container 
on or in the proximity of which there is clearly and visibly marked or 
displayed a statement containing the particulars of the matters specified in 
Part IX of Schedule 6. 

(7) If a person shall market basic seeds in accordance with Regulation 
4(5) or if the Department ,shall have authorised the marketing of seeds in 
accordance with RegulaHon 4(6) a supplier's label affixed to the outsid~ of 
the package shall contain a statement of the germination of the seeds 
together with the name and address of the seller and the reference number 
of the lot. 

(8) If a package of seeds shall have been re-sealed in accordance with 
Regulation 7(2) the fact shall ibe stated, together with the date of the 
re-sealing and the name of the authority responsible for it, on the official 
label. 

(9) If any seeds have been subjected to any chemical treatment the 
fact that they have been so subjected and. the nature of the treatment or 
the proprietary name of the chemical employed shall be stated either- . 

(a) on the label referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) of this Regulation 
or, where such a label is not required, with the particulars otherwise 
.given in accordance with those paragraphs, or 

(b) on a separate supplier's label, 
and also (except where the label referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) is 
not required, or where the information prescribed by this paragraph is 
given on an adhesive label) either on the outside of the package or in a 
statement enclosed in the package. 

(10) The particulars and information given in accordance with this 
Regulation shall be given in one of the official languages of the European 
Economic Community. . . 

(11) Subject to the provisions of the Aot and of these Regulations no 
person shall, in the course of the marketing or the preparation for the 
marketing of any seeds by himself or by some other person, wilfully 
reproduce, remove, alter, deface, conceal or misuse in any way any l~bel 
or notice affixed to, contained in or marked on anY package of seeds or 
to be so affixed, contained or marked. 

Higher voluntary standard 
9. Where in the course of the marketing of any seeds it is stated or 

indicated in any label .or notice affixed to, contained in or marked on any 
package of seeds or m any document accompanying the seeds that the 
seeds attain the higher voluntary standard the person marketing the seeds 
shall be deemed to state, for the purposes of the enforcement of these 
regulatioD;s and i~ relation to the particulars .given to a purchaser, that the 
seeds attam the hIgher voluntary standards applicable to the seeds. 

20 
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Civil liabilities ot sellers ot seeds 
10.-(1) The particulars given to a purchaser by the seller of pre-basic 

seeds. basiq seeds. certified seeds. certified seeds of the first generation or 
certified seeds of the seCond generation whether given in pursuance of these 
regulations expressly or by implication arising from the description under 
which the seeds are sold, shall constitute a statutory warranty for the 
purpose 0:6 section 4 of the Act in so far as they relate to the percentage 
of germination, the percentage of analytical purity, the' content of seeds of 
other plant kinds and the varietal purity of the seeds or, in the case of a 
mixture' of seeds. of each of its constituents to which these regulations 
apply. 

(2) Section 4(2) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a 
purchaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given or implied as in 
paragraph (1) of this regulation. in so far as they relate to the percentages 
of germination. of analytical purity. or to the content of seeds of other 
plant kinds and there are hereby prescribed in respect of such matters the 
limits of variation set out in Schedule 7. 

(3) Section 4(3) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a 
purchaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given or implied as. in 
paragraph (1) of this iRegulation, in so far as they relate to the percentages 
of germination, or analytical purity or to the content of seeds of other 

, plant kinds. 

(4) A purchaser who intends to obtain a test of seeds for the purposes 
of section 4(3) of the Act shall. not more than 10 days after delivery to 
him of the seeds or of the particulars prescribed in Regulation 8(2)(c). (4)(b) 
or (5) (whichever is the later) give to the seller written notice of his intention 
and thereupon the seller may indicate a day (not being more than 21 days 
after delivery of the seeds or the said' particulars, whichever is the later. to 
the purchaser) and a reasonable time on that day at which a sample of the 
seeds may ibe taken in the presence of himself or of his representatives and 
the purchaser shall afford to the seller reason8lble facilities for that purpose. 

(5) On the day and at the time appointed by the seller in accordance with 
paragraph (4) or. if the ,seller shall have failed to appoint such a day and 
time, on a day not more than 28 days after delivery of the seeds or the 
said particulars (whichever is the later) to the purchaser. the purchaser may, 
and if the seller or his representative is present shall, take a sample of the 
.seeds. such sample being taken in accordance with the procedure set out in 
Schedule 4 and shaU divide the sample so taken into two parts, each being 
of at least the appropriate minimum specified in Schedule 4, of which one 
part shall be sent to the Chief Officer -of an Official Seed Testing Station for 
the purpose of being tested and the other part delivered or tendered to the 
seller or his representative or, if he or his representative was not present 
when the sample was taken, sent to him by post. 

,Seared with the OffiCial Seal of the Department of Agriculture this 28th 
day of June 1974. 

(L.S.) Thomas P. Gibson, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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SCHElDUiLE 1 

Kinds of seeds to which the regulations apply 

A vena .sativa L. 

Hordeum distichum L. 

Hordeum polystichum L. • 

Secale cereale L. 

Triticum aestivum L. 

Triticum durum Des/. 

Triticum spelta L. 

Zea mays L., except for Zea 
mays convar. microsperma Koem. 
and Zea mays convar. saccharata 
Koem. 

Oats . 

Barley 

Barley 

RYe 

Wheat 

Hard wheat 

Spelt wheat 

Maize, except for . 
popcorn and sweet corn. 

579 
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SCIiEDULE 2 

Requirements fon basic seeds; certified seed's, certified seeds of the first generation' 
and certiJied seeds of the second generation 

PART! 
Co~ditions relating to the crop from ·which the seeds are obtained 

bispections 
l(a) For oats, ;barley, wheat, hard wheat, spelt wheat and rye there shall 

be at least one official inspection. 
(b) For maize, during the flowering period, there shall be at least the follo.wing 

number of official inspections:~ . 
(i) . open pollinated varieties 1 

(ii) for the production of certified seeds of hYibrid varieties 3 
(iii) for ·the production of simple hybrid basic seeds . 4 
(iv) inbred lines 4 

Crop conditio~ 
2(a) Minimum standard: :The cultural condition of the field and the stage of 

develop:ment of the crop shall be such as to permit a sufficient check of identity 
and varietal purity and state of health and, with regard to maize, of .the identity 
and the purity of the inbred lines and of .the emasculation for the production of 
seeds Qf hybrid varieties; plus the provision that the crops must not be so stunted, 
weedy, diseased or damaged that adequate inspections are impossEble. 

(b) Higher voluntary standard: As for ,the minimum standard plus the provision 
that crops more than one-third laid at time of inspection will be rejected. 

Previous cropping 
3. iPrevious cropping shall accord with the requirements of the Department 

who will have regard to· the circumstances likely to affect the kind of crop under 
consideration. 

Isolation 
4. For oats, badey, wheat, hard wheat and spelt wheat there shall Ibe a 

physical barrier or at least 2 metres of non -cereal crop or fallow between the 
crop and another cereal crop, 

For rye and maize, the minimum distances lirom neighbouring crops of other 
v:arieties or inbred lines of the same species and from crops of the same variety 
or inbred line which do not comply with the conditions for purity for the pro­
duction of seed of the same category shall be: 

(a) maize 
(b) rye 

Crops to produce 
basic seeds 
200 metres 
300 metres 

Crops to produce 
certified seeds 

200 metres 
250 metres 

These distances need not be observed if there is adequate protection against any 
undesi~able foreign pollination. 

Avena fatua, Avena steriZis, Avena lUdoviciana (wild oats) 
5(a) Minimum standard: 

Crops to produce 
basic seeds, 

certified seeds, 
certified seeds 

1st generation, 
or 
certified seeds 

2nd generation 

Nil 
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(b) Higher voluntary 
.standard: 

Diseases 

Seeds 

Crops to produce 
basic seeds, 

certified seeds 
. 1st generation, 

or 
certified seeds 

2nd generation 

581. 

Nil 

6. The crop shall be of a satisfactory state of health insofar as seed-borne 
diseases and organisms affecting the seeds, particularly U stilagineae (smuts) are 
concerned. 

Special conditions for maize 
7(a) The percentage by number of plants showing typicalab.errations shall not 

exceed: . " '. 
0) for the productionoi basic seeds 0.1 
(ii) for the production of certified seeds ,of hy.brid varieties . 0.2 
(iii) for the production of cer.tified seeds of open pollinated varieties 0.5 
(b) With regard to the emasculation .for the production of certified seeds of 

hybrid varieties, the observed percentage of plants of the female parent ascert~ed 
to have ,emitted .pollen shall not exceed 1 at anyone. official field inspection and 
shall not exceed' 2 in all the official field inspections carried out; 

(c) In the production of certified seeds of hybrid varieties, all the parent plants 
shall flower sufficiently simultaneously. 

Varietal purity 
8. Oats, barley, wheat, hard wheat and speLt wheat. 

Crops to. produce: 
Basic seeds 

Minimum 
standard 

(percentage by 
number of 

plants) 

Certified seeds 1st generation 
Certified seeds 2nd generation 

99.9 
99.7 
99.0 

Higher voluntary 
standard 

(percentage by 
. number of 

plants) 

99.95 
99.9 
99.7 

So far as it can be ascertained at crop' inspection, supplemented ;where approp~ 
riate by examination of a plot sown by the Deparvrnent ;with a s'lillple from .the 
seed lot sown in the field, ,the plants shall conform to ;the charaoteristics of the' 
variety established when the variety was included in the National iList Or the 
Common Catalogue. For hybrids the plants shall conform to" ;the Jaio;wn 
charayteristics of ,the parental lines. 

Species purity 

9. Oats, barley, wheat, hard wheat and 
spelt wheat 

Basic seeds 
Certified seeds 1st generation 
Cer,tified seeds 2nd generation } 

Minimum 
standard 

No standard 

Higher voluntary 
standard 

(percentage by. 
number of 

plants! 

99.99 
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PARTII 

Conditions relating to the seeds 

1. ;r'he see~ are .to poss~s the identity and varietal purity specified in Part I. 
This condition shall be applicable by analogy to inbred lines' of maize. 

2. The seeds shall be of a· satisfactory state of health insofar as seed borne 
diseases and organisms affecting the .seeds ate concerned. 

3. ;r'he seeds shall have been shown on an official examination to~mply 
with the following standards: . 

(a) Oats, barley, wheat, hard wheat and spelt wheat 

Minimum 
standard. 

Higher voluntary 

Germination (% Iby number) All categm-ies85 
Analytical Purity (%1)y weight) Basic seeds 99 

All other 
categories 98 

Sample purity standards 

standard 
85 
99 

99 

1/Minimum Standard-MaXimum number of other seeds or structures in 500· g 
sample 

SEEDS OF OlHER PLANT SPECIES 

Raphimus 
raphanis-
trum 

Category Other All (wild Ergot 
All.other cultivated species radish) (pieces) 
speCies cereal other than and 

species cultivated Agros-
cereals temma 

githago 
(corn 
cockle) 

Basic seeds 4 1 3 1 1 

Certified seeds, 
certified seeds of 
the first generation 
and certified seeds 
of ,the second 
generation 10 7 7 3 3 
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2/Higher Voluntary Standard~Maximum number of other seeds or structure in 
2 kg sample 

SEEDS OF OTHER PLANT SPECIES· 

, 

Other Other 
cultivated All Raphanus dlsting-
cereal species raphanis- Ergot uishable 

Category All other species other than. trum (pieces) varieties 
species and other cultivated and in 200 

obviously cereals Agros- seeds 
disting- temma 
uishable githago 
varieties 

Basic 
seeds 2 1 1 1 1 2' 

Certified 
seeds of 
the first 
generation 4 2 2 1 1 2 

Certified 
seeds of 
the second No 
generation 8 6 3 1 1 Standard 

Cb) Rye 
Germination (% by number) Basic seeds 85 

Certified seeds 75 

Analytical purity C% by weight) Basic and certified 
seeds 98 
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Sample purity standards 
Maximum number of seeds in 500 g sample 

SEEDS OF OtHER PLANT SPECIES 

Category 
All other 
species 

Basic 
seeds 4 

. 

Cer.tified 
seeds 10 

(c) Mruze 
Germination (% by number) 

Analytical purity (% by weight) 

Sample purity standards 

Raphanus 
Other All raphanis-
cultivated species trum 
cereal other than and 
species cultivated Agros-

cereals temma 
githago 

1 3 .1 

7 7 3 

All categories' 90 

All categories 98 

Maximum content 
of seeds of other 
plant species 
(number of seeds 
in 250 g) 
(All categories) NIL 

4. Special conditions' for ·the minimum standard only: 

No. 148 

Ergot 
(pieces) 

1 

3 

(i) concerning the maximum content of seed of the species Lolium 
temulentum. !'The presence of one seed of this species in a 500 g 
sample shall not ,be considered an ~mpurity if a second sample of 500 
g is .free. 

(ii) Concerning the maximum content of seeds of .cereal species (other than 
seed of the species Avena !atua, Avena sterilis or Avena ludoviciana) 
where the maximum content is fixed at one seed, a second seed shall 
not be regarded as an impurity if a second sample of 500 g is ;free. 

5. Special wild oat purity standards 
All categories of seed ~f oats, barley, wheat, hard wheat and spelt wheat shall 

be found to be free of seeds of Avena !atua, Avena sterilis or 4.vena ludoviciana 
in a 3,000 g sample. 
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SCHElDULE 3 

585 

Regulation 2(3) 

Moisture content and loose smut standards 

Moisture content 
(percentage by weight)" 

All categories 

Minimum, 
standard 

18 maximum 

Loose smut barley, wheat; hard wheat, spelt wheat 
(percentage by number) 

Barley 

Basic seeds and 
certified seeds 1st 
generation 

Cer.tified seeds 
2nd generation 

Wheat, hard wheat, 
speLt wheat 

Basic seeds 

Certified seeds 
1st generation 

Certified seeds 
2hdgeneration 

20A 

Minimum 
standard 

not more than 0.5 
infection 

no standard 

not more ,than 0.5 
infection " 

not more than 0.5 
infection 

no standard 

Higher voluntary 
standqrd 

18 maximum 

Higher voluntary 
standard 

Either an approved 
treatment or embryo test 
in which Case results 
must show not more 
than 0.1 infection an 
basic seeds or 0.2 
infection in 1st 
generation seeds. 

no standard 

iNo:t more than 0.1 
infection as shown by 
pre-control plot; 
plus compulsory 

"treatment on baSic 
seeds of varieties 
susceptible to the C4 
race of loose smut. 

Not more than 0.2 
infection as shown 
by pre-control plot. 

no s"tahdard 
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SCHEDULE 4 

Sampling 

PART I 

Procedure for the taking of samples 

No. 148 

1. Prior ,to sampling a seed lot shall be well mixed so as to he as uniform 
among its parts as is practicable. 

2. When the seed lot is in saoks or other similar sized containers, the number 
of containers to be sampled shall be in accordance with the following talble:-

Number of containers in the lot Minimum number of containers to be sampled 
1 - 5 (inclusive) Each container, portions being 

taken from at l~st five positions 
6 -14 

15 - 30 
31 ~ 49 
50 or more 

" 

" 

Not less than 5 containers 
At least 1. container in 3 
Not less than 10 oontainers 
At least 1 container iri 5 

When 1:here~re more than 5 containers in the lot the containers to be sampled 
must be selected at random. 

3. For sampling seed lots in containers weighing less than 50 kg a 100 ,kg 
weight of seeds is taken as ;the basic unit. Conta.iners are combined to form 
sampling units weighing a,maximum of 100 kg, (e:g. 5 containers each of 20 kg 
form 11 unit). For sampling purposes each unit is regarded as one container and 
the sampling intensity prescribed 'above is used. 

4. The samples should be taken in the following manner: 

Seeds in full containers 
Where the seeds are in sacks they shall be sampled at random and samples 

taken from either the top; middle or bottom of each selected sack. The position 
from which the seeds are ,taken shall be varied from sack to sack and seeds shall 
be taken from different horizontal positions. Wherever practicable, seeds shall 
be sampled with a metal spear, tr.ier or probe with a solid point which shall be of 
sufficient length to reach ,beyond the middle of the sack when inserted frOlIIl the 
side and shall have an oval aperture so placed that the instrument removes portions 
of seeds of equal volume 'from each part of the sack through which it travels. 
The instrument should be inserted into the sack in an upward direction at an 
angle of approximately 30 0 to the hor.izontal, with its apertl1re downwards until 
the aperture reaches the centre ·of the sack. It shall then 'be .rotated so' as ' to 
bring the apenture uppermost and withdrawn at once at a decreasing speed so 
that the quantity of seeds obtained from successi·ve'locations increases progressively" 
from the centre to the side of the sack. 

Alternatively, a longer instrument should be inserted until the aperture reaches 
the farther side of the sa~k, rotated .in the manner described above and then 
withdrawn at a uniform speed. A stick sampler may be used in place of 'the 
instrument above. It may be used horizontally or vertically. !If the stick sampler 
has mOre than one aperture it must have transverse pa.rtitions so 'that each aperture 
opens into a separate compartment: it should be insented diagonally .~nto the sack 
in the closed position, then ,opened, gently agitated to allow it to fill completely, 
closed again, withdrawn and emptied. 

Seeds in containers other than sacks shall wherever practicalble be sampled 
with an instrument as aJotesaid, which shall be used as already des~riobed. 
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Where it is not practicable to sample seeds in sacks or other contaitlers' in the 
manner already described, portions may be taken by hand, care being taken to 
keep the fingers tightly closed about the seeds so that none may escape as >the hand 
is withdrawn. If necessary, iniOrder to reach the lowe,r levels, part of the contents 
shall, be emptied into <l!nother sack or .oither conta,iner. 

Seeds in a partly filled, container 
:The seeds' shall be thoroughly mixed by hand and small portions then, taken 

from at least five different positions. ' 

Seeds in bulk 
Portions of seeds shall be taken with a stiok sampler from at leaSt ;the number 

of positions indicated in the table below:-

Size of lot Number of positions to be sampled 
Up tb 50. kg No;t less than 3 
5,i to 1,50.0. kg " " ,,5 

1,501 to 3,0.0.0 kg At least 1 for each 30.0. kg 
3,0.0.1 to 5,0.0.0. kg NG't less than IQ 
5,0.0.1 to 20.,0.0.0. kg At least 1 for each 500 kg 

Sampling positions must be selected at random in both vertical and horizontal 
planes. If the stick sampler has mo.re than one aperture it shall have transverse 
partitions so that each' aperture opens into a separate compartment. 

Seeds in a cleaning, mixing or dressing machine 
Portions of seeds shall be drawn during the cleaning, mixing or dressing 

proce.ss so that the entire cross section of the seed stream is uniformly .sampled 
at regular intervals throughout the whole process. The frequency shall be at 
least as indicated in the ta:ble Ibelow:-

Size of lot 
Up to 50. kg 
SI to 1,50.0. kg 

1,501 to 3,0.0.0. kg 
3,0.0.1 to 5,0.0.0. kg 
5,0.0.1 to 20.,0.0.0. kg 

Number of times to be sampled', 
Not less thtm 3 

" " '5 
At least 1 for each 30.0. 'kg 

. N·:>t less than 'IQ 
At least 1 for each 500 'kg 

5. When .the individual portions ta~en .from the lot already exceed the'amount 
required they shall be put together in a clean receptacle and well mixed. ;rhe 
composite sample so obtained shall be reduced by using aD! efficient seed divider. 

6. Portions of seeds for moisture tests shall be drawn in such a way as to 
prevent exposure to the atmosphere. Samples shall be packed in air4ight con­
'tainers. Seeds for moisture tests shall ,be kept separate from seeds on which 
other determinations are to be made. 

PARTII 

Maximum weight of a lot and minimum weight of a sample 

1. The maximum weight of a lot to be sampled shall be 20. tons. 

2. The minimum weight of each part of a sample' shall be for the minimum 
standard 1 !kg or 250. .grams for inbred lines of maize and for·the higher 
:voluntary standard 2 kg. 

3. The minimum weight of each part of a sample for a moisture test shall be 
lOO. g. 
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SCHOOULE 5 

Certificates 

PART I 

Certificate of the taldQg of.a sample of 'seeds 

DEPART-MOOT OF AGRICULTURE FOR N:O\Rr):'HBRN IRELA;r.;[D 

SEEDS ACT (NOR1HERN IRELAND) i965 

CEREALS SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAN,D) 1974 

CERITJiFlGATE OF THE mAIqNd OF A SAMPLE. OF SEEiDS TAKEN 
UNDiER SECTION 8(3) bp THE ACT ON IrHE PREMiSES OF 

Name' ............................ ~ ....................................................................... . 

Address .................. : ........................................................................... . 

r ' ••••••• ~ ••• 0,' 0, ••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••• " ••••••• 0'0"0 •••••••••••• .' •••• : ••••••• 0,' 0 ••••••••••• ,0 •••••••• ~ ••••••••••• 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . -.................... ' ..... ~ ................... . 
Kind ...........................•..... i .............................................. ~ ................... . 

'ViJ,riety ...................................................................... , ..........................•... 

Category ............... '.' ........•. , ........................... ,. " •... ' .......•........ ; ... ' ........ '.' ..... : .. 

Certificate '.or 
reference number 

Date of sampling 

. . 
....................................................... ' •• 0.0 •••••• ; ••••••••• i • .- •• ~ •• ",' ~ 

. . . 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' •••• ,' • ~ ••••••••• " •••••• ,0 •••• 0 ••• 

'iDepar.tment's reference number ...................................................... , ........... ;. 

I certify that in 'rta,king the sample referred to above I used the method of 
sampling 'prescribed in Schedule 4 to the Cereal Seeds Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1974. 

(Signed) ............ ; ......... : .................... ;; ..... . 
Authorised by the Departmenrt of Agriculture 
for the executioQJ of the ,Act 

Date 
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PART II 

Certificat,e of the result of a test of seeds 

DEPAlRToMENT OF AGtRtliOUiLTURIE 'FOR NOR:rHiEJRN IRELAND 

SEEDS Acr (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965 

CEREALS SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1974 

Officiitl Sta.t~(>n No. .. .................. . 

Control Sample No ..................... .. 

FJiNAL REPORT OF TiHiE ,oFFICIAL SOOD TEiSTJiNG STA'TIlON FOR 
NiORrT:HERiN UlliLANID aN A SAMPlE'TAKiEIN UNDIER SBOI'ION 8(3) 
OF THIE ACT ON THE !pREMISES OF 

Name 

Address ...... , .................... : ... ,', ....................................... , ...................... . 

• • • '~ ••• ~ •• 0- ••••••••••••••••• ~ •• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 00 to" •• •• ' ••••• ..... '. 0,0 '0' •••••••••• 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ,; ••••••• ' •• ;; •••••••••••• 0" •••• ~ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• to;' 

Date received at Sta,tion ..................... Date of sampling .......................... . 

Quantity sampled .............................. Quantity represented ....................... . 

Description 

Kind .......................................... Variety .................................•......... 

Reference .................................... CaJ1:egory •••••••••••••••••••••••••• • 0"' ••••••• ~ •• 

Result of tests 

% Pure '. % Inert % Other % Weed 
seeds matter crop seeds seeds 
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Inert matter 

Other crop seeds 

We ed seeds 
Further Further Total Total 

Nu mber of seeds in 500g 500g 1000g 2000g 3000g 

Other cultivated cereal spp. 

Spp., other than cultivated 
cereals 

Total 

Raphanus taphanistrum 

Agrostemma githago 

Avena faJtua, A. ludoviciana 
A. sterilis 

Lolium temulentum 

Number of ,pieces, Ergot 

Other v'arieties Seeds ,in 200 examined ...... , .............. . 

iLuose smut 'infection in ...... embryos examined ........ ,... % pre-treated for 

Germination ............... % Fresh seeds .............. " % dormancy 

REMARKS 

{)ate .. : ................ : .................. . Chief Officer 
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SCHEDULE 6 

Labels 

PART I 

591 

Official label for a package of basic seeds, cert~eci "seeds, certified ,seeds of the 
first generation or certified seeds of t"e second generation . ~. 

(a) Prescribed contents 
J. "EEC Rules and. standards" 

2. Cer.tifying Authority' and Member State or their- mark 

3. Reference' number of the lot 

4. Kind 

5. Var,iety, or inbred line of maize 

6. Category 

7. Country of production 

8. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds 

9. For hybrid varieties of ma,ize: "hy1brid" 

(b) Minimum size of the label 
110 mm x 67 mm 

(C) The label shall :be coloured white for basic seed, blue for certified seed and 
certified seed of 'the first ,genera,tion and red for certified seed ,of the second 
generation. 

PART II 

Official label for a package of pre-basic seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. Certifying Authority and- Member State or their mark 

2. Reference number of lot 

3. Kind 

4. Variety, or inbred liIJ.e of maize 

5. Specification "pre~basic seed" 

6.. Declared net ot gross weight or declared number or seeds 

7. Number of generations preceding seed of the categories "certified seed" or 
"certified seed 1st genemtion" 

8. For hybrid v'ar,ieties of maize: "hybrid" 

(b) Minimum size of the label, 
110 mm x 67 mm 
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PART lIT 

Official label for a package ,of a mixture of seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "Mixtur~ 

(Kind) 

2. Service responsible for sealing and Member State or their mark 

3. Reference number of the lot 

4. Proprietary name of, the mixture or kinds of the constituents ' 

5. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds 

(b) Minimum size of the label 
110 mm x 67 mm 

(c) The lrubel shall be coloui"ed ,green 

PART IV 

Further particulars to be given in respect of mixture of seeds 

For each constituent: 
1. Kind 

2. Category 

3. Variety, or inbred line of maize 

4. CoUIlJtry of' production 

5. Proportion by weight of ,the mixture 

6. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybr~d" 

PART V 

Supplier's label for a pacbge of uncertified pre-basic seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. Reference' number of the lot 

'No. 148 

2. Name ood address of the supplier respc:ins1ble 'for fixing the lalbels or his 
identification mark 

·3. Kind 

4. Variety or inbred line of maize 

5. Specification "uncel1tified pre-basic seeds" 

6, iPeclared net or gross weight or declared number 'of seeds 

7., For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid," 

(b) The label shall be coloured buff 
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PART VI. 

Supplier's label for a small package. of seeds other than. a JiIixture of . seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "EEC rules and standards" 

2. Name and address of .the. supplier respons1ble for affixing the label Or his 
identification ffi;ark 

3. Kind 

4. Variety, or inbred line of maize 

5. Category 

6. Reference number of lot 

7. Declared net weight or declared nUJ;llber of seeds 

8. For hYlbrid varieties or maize: "hybrid" 

lb). The label shall be coloured white for basic seed, blue for certified seed aJ;ld 
certified seed of the first generation and red for certified seed of the second 
generation. 

PART Vhl 

. SuppUer?sJabel for a small package of a mixture of seeds 

(a) Prescribed contents 
1. "Mixture 

(Kind) 
" 

2. !Name and address of person responsible for sealing package or their 
identification mark 

.3. 'Reference number of the lot 

4. Proprietary name of .the mixture or kinds of the constituents 

5. Declared net weight or declared number of seeds 

(b) The label shall be coloured green 
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PART VIII 

Particulars to be given with a package of seeds sold in accordance with 
Regulation 8(5) 

1. Name and address of seller or his identification mark 

·2. "Complies with legal standards" 

3. Kind 

4. Variety, or inbred line of maize 

5. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hylbrid" 

6. The country of production 

7. Where the seeds comprise a mixture, a statement to that effect and such 
particulars in respect of each constituent to which these iRegulations apply 
as would be required if that constituent alone were marketed, together with 
a statement of -the propoI1tion by we1ght of each such constituent present 
in the mixture: Provided that where the mixture is one of seeds derived 
from plants which have been grown .together, ,it shall be sufficient to state 
that fact and to give in respect of the mi~ture as a whole the particulars 
which would otherwise have been required iri respeot of each constituent. 

PART IX 

Particulars to be marked or displayed on the sale of unpacketed seeds 

1. "Complies with legal standards" 

2. Kind 

3. Variety or .inbred line o.f maize 

4. For hybrid varieties of maize: "hybrid'; 
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L 

Seeds 

SCHBDULE 7 

Limits of variation 

GERMINATION 

Minimum percentage of 
germination 

Per cent 

99 and 100 
97 and 98 
94 to 96 
91 to 93 
87 ,to 90 
85 and 86 

Limit of variation 

Per cent 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

ANALYTICAL PURITY 

Minimum percentage of 
analytical purity 

Per cent 

99.9 and 100 
99.8 
99.6 and 99.7 
99.3 to 99.5 
99.0 to 99.2 
98.5 to 98.9 
98.3 and 98.4' 
98.0 ,to 98.2 

Limit of variation 

Per cent 

0.2 
0.3' 
0.4 
0.5 
0.6 
0.7 
0.8 
0.9 

SEEDS OF OTHER PLANT SPECIES OR VARIETIES 

Maximum number of 
seeds of other plant 
species or varieties 

Number 

o 
1 
2 
3 and 4 
5 and 6 
7 and 8 
9 and 10 

Limit of variations . 

Number 

1 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

595 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part of the Regulations, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

No; 148 

These regulations are made under the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 
1965. as amended by the European Communities (Agriculture) Order 
(Northern Ireland) 1972. They regulate the marketing in Northern Ireland 
of cereal seeds. previously subject to the Seeds Regulations (Northern 
Ireland) 1971. such regul&tions being revoked by the Fodder Plant Seeds 
Regulations (Northern .Ireland) 1974 which come into operation at the 
same time as these regulations. 

The regulations apply to cereal seeds of the kinds which are set out in 
Schedule 1 to the Regulations except where they are seeds sold for delivery 
to countries not within the European Economic Community, seeds used for 
research, experiment or selection processes or uncleaned seeds. 

Seeds may only be marketed if they are of specified categories which 
attain the minimum standards prescr1bed by the regulations although a 
seller will be at libettyto -claim tha1l his seeds attain the higher standards 
which are also prescribed. Provision is made for the sealing and lwbelling 
of the packages in which seeds are sold and for the taking of samples for 
'verification and enforcement purposes. The regulations also provide that 
sellers are deemed to warrant the correctness of certain particulars stated 
on implied on the sale of seeds. 

Schedules to the regulations include details of the standards to be 
attained by the different categories of seeds and the crops from which they 
are derived. of the procedure for the taking of samples and of the particulars 
to appear on labels on packages of seeds. Tampering with such labels 
will constitute an offence. 

The regulations give effect to Directive 66 j402jEEC of the Europ~n 
E<;:onomic Community (OJ No. 125 11-7-66 (OJ JSE 1966» on the marketing 
of cereal seed. 
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