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1974. No. 244 

ANIMALS 

LiCensing of Bulls 

[e] 

"RULES, DATED 26TH SEPTEMBER 1974, MADE BY THE DEPARTMENT OF 
AGRICULTURE UNDER THE LIVE STOCK BREEDING' ACT (NoRTHERN 
IRELAND) 1922, AS AMENDED BY SECTION 2 OF THE AGRICULTURE 
(MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1960 AND BY 
SECTION 2 OF THE' AGRICULTURE (MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS) ACT 
(NORTHERN IRELAND) 1967. " , , 

The Department· of Agriculture; in exercise of the powers conferred on 
it by the Live Stock Breeding Act (Northern Ireland) 1922(a), as amended 
by section 2 of the Agricultlire (Miscellaneous Provisions) Aot (Northern 
Ireland) 1960(b) and by section 2 of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Pro­
visions) Act (Northern Ireland) 1967(c), and ,of every other power enaibling 
it in that behalf, and with the approval of the Department of Finance as 
to fees, hereby makes the following Rules:.-

Citation and commencement 
1. These Rules may be cited as' the Live Stock Breeding (Licensing of 

Bulls) Rules (Northern Ireland) 1974 and shall come into operation .on 
2nd .December, 1974. 

Revocation 
2. The Live Stock Breeding (Licensing of Bulls) Rules' (Northern 

Ireland) 1968(d), 1970(e) and 1973(f) are hereby revoked. 

Interpretation 
3. In these Rules-
"Act" means the Live Stock Breeding Act (Northern Ireland) 1922 as 

amended by section 2 of the Agriculture (Miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1960 and section 2 of th~ Agriculture 
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act (Northern Ireland) 1967; 

"authorised 'officer" means any person duly authorised in writing by the 
Department; 

"bull" means any uncastrated male of the bovine species; 
"Grading Register" means a register maintained by the appropriate 

breed society for successive generations of non-pedigree cattle sired 
by pedigree bulls of .the breed concerned; 

"non-pedigree Shorthorn" means an animal which is of Shorthorn type 
in all respects and shows no character indicative of cross-breeding 
but which is not entered in either the beef or dairy section of 
Coates' Herd Book of Shorthorn cattle; 

"pedigree" means either entered, accepted for entry or eligitble for entry 
in the herd book of the breed concerned; 

"vasectomised" means sterilised following the surgical severance of the 
vase-deferentia. 

(a) 12 & 13 Geo; 5. c. 12 (;N.I.). 
(b) 19(>Q. c. 19. ,. , 
(c) 1967. c. 15 (N.l:). 

(d) S.R. & 0., (~,;I.t 1968, No. 181.· 
(e) S.R. & O. (;N.I.) 1970, !N'o. 231. 
(f) S,R. & O. (IN.I.) 1973, No. 254. 
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Prescribed age of bull 
4. For the purpose of the Act and these Rules, a bull shall be deemed 

to be the prescribed age when it attains the age of twelve months. 
\ 

Application for a general or restricted licence 
5.-(1) An application for a licence to keep a bull born in Northern 

Ireland shall be made in the form set forth in Schedule 1 and shall be 
inade to the Department' at least two months before the bull reaches the 
prescribed age. 

(2) An application for a licence to keep a bull brought into Northern 
Ireland 'Shall be made in the same manner as in paragraph (1) save that in 
respect ofa bull which at the date of its entry into Northern Ireland has 
attained the age of ten months, application shall be made within 14 days 
of such date of entry. 

(3) Notwithstanding the requirements of paragraphs (1) and (2) where 
an application has not been made by the prescribed time the Department 
may accept such application and undertake inspection for licence on 

. receiving from the applicant the pre1icdbed additional inspection fee. 

Application for a licence to keep 'a vasectomised bull 
6. Ail application for a licence to keep a vasectomised bull shall be 

made in the form set forth in Schedule 2 and shall be made to the Depart­
ment before the bull reaches the age of ten months accompanied by a certifi­
cate from a veterinary surgeon confirming that the bull has been vasectomised. 

Application for permit to keep bulls for fattening 
7. An application for a permit to keep a group of unlicensed bulls for 

the purpose of fattening them for slaughter shall be made on the form 
issued by the .Department and shall be lodged with the Department before 
any of the bulls reaches the age of nine months, save in the case of a 
bull rejected for licence or where a licence has been revoked the application 
shall be made within 14 days of receipt by the owner of the bull of a 
notice from the Department refusing or revoking a licence. 

Fees 
8.-(1) The inspection fee to accompany an application for licence 

lodged under either paragraph (1) or (2) of rule 5 shall be £2. 

(2) The additional inspection fee payable in respect of an inspection 
undertaken under paragraph (3) of rule 5 shall be £1 for each inspection 
whether this involves one or more. than one bull and shall be additional 
to the inspection fee required under paragraph (1). 

(3) The fee to accompany an application lodged under rule 6 or rule 7 
for a licence to keep a vasectomised bull ora permit to keep an uillicensed 
bull shall be 25 pence, save that, where an inspection fee in respect of such 
bull has already been lodged under rule 5 no further fee shall be payable. 

Forms of licence 
9.-(1) A general licence shall be in the form set forth in Schedule 3. 

(2) A restricted licence shall be in the form set forth in Schedule 3. 

(3) A licence for a vasectomised bull shall be. in the form set forth in 
Schedule 3. 
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Categories of bulls eligible for licence 
10~~{1) Bulls as specified in rule 11 shall be eligible for a general 

licence. 

(2) Such bulls as the Department may determine shall be eligible for 
a ;restricted licence. 

(3) Bulls which have been vasectomised by a veterinary surgeon shall 
be eligible for a licence. 

Licensing standards and prescribed categories of bulls 
11.---(l)(a) A beef licence shall be granted in respect of a pedigree bull 

of any of the following breeds: 
Aberdeen Angus Lincoln Red 
Charolais Luing 
Dun and Belted Galloway Shorthorn 
Galloway Simmental 
Hereford South Devon 
Irish Angus Whitebred Shorthorn 

(b) A beef licence shall also be granted for a Charolais bull which is 
the progeny of a pedigree Charolais Sire and a dam which has been entered 
in Cla.~s B, C or D of an approved Charolais Society's Grading Register 
and which has been certified as such by that Society. 

(2)(a) A dairy licence shall be granted in respect of a pedigree bull of 
the following breeds whose dam and dam of sire have attained the standards 
laid down in Schedule 4: 

Ayrshire Irish Moiled 
Dairy Shorthorn Jersey 
British Friesian Kerry 
Guernsey ,Red Poll 

(b) A dairy licence shall also be granted for a non-pedigree Shorthorn 
bull which is the progeny of a pedigree Dairy Shorthorn bull whose dam 
has attained the standards laid down in Schedule 4 and a non-pedigree 
Shorthorn dam which has attained the standards laid down in Schedule 4. 

(3) The Department may refuse to grant a licence in :t;espect of any 
bull which is not of a standard which conforms with the provisions of the 
Act. 

Conditions as to inspection and marking of bulls for licensing 
12.-(1) A bull shall be inspected by an authorised officer and for this 

purpose the Department may require the owner of a bull to make it 
available for inspection at any time and place that has been notified to 
the owner and the owner shall provide reasonable facilities and assista,nce 
for the purpose of inspecting and marking the bull. 

(2) At the time of inspection, a bull may, for the purpose of identifi­
cation, be marked on the right ear by an authorised officer or, if that is 
impractic8Jble, on some other appropriate place with such mark as may 
be determined by the Department for this purpose. 

(3) A bull deemed by an authorised officer to be suit8Jble for a licence 
shall, in addition to any mark determined as in paragraph (2), also be 
marked with such mark as may be ~egistered by the Department for this 
purpose. 
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(4) In the case of a bull in re$pect of which a licence has been revoked, 
the mark prescribed in paragraph (3) shall, if 'the Department considers it 
advisable to do so, be obliterated- by an authorised officer as soon as 
poss1ble after the revocation of the licence has been confirmed. 

Appeals: General licences 
13. Wheie the Departmep.t refuses to grant or transfer a licence in 

respect of any bun or revokes or suspends .any licence, or requires the 
slaughtering or castration of any bull the own,er pf the bull may, within a 
period of fourteen days from the date of service on him of notice of such 
refl,1.s::).l, revQcatioJ]. or suspension or order to . slaughter or castrate, and on 
payment to the Department of a fee of £5.25 lodge an· application in the 
form set forth in the Schedule 5 requiring the bull to be inspected by such 
member or members of the panel of referees constituted under the Act as 
may be selected by the Department. . 

Change of ownership,death' or castration of' bull 
14. Notice of any sale or hiring or other change in the ownership or 

control of a bull in respect of which a licence is in force, or has been 
applied for, or of its castration ot death shall be given by the owner to 
the Department within seven days of such sale, hiring, change of ownership 
or ~ontrol, castration or death. Such notice spall together with the licence 
in force 'be sent to the Department. 

Surrender of licence or permit 
15. The owner of a bull in respect of which a licence or permit was 

issued shall, in the event of the licence or permit having expired or being 
revoked or suspended return such licence or permit to the Department 
within seven days from the date of expiry thereof, or within seven days 
from the date of service on him of notice of revocation or s1:lspension df 
such licence or permit. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of· Agriculture for 
Northern' Ireland this 26th September 1974. 

(L.s.) A. J. Kissock, 
Assistant Secretary.· 

The Department of Finance hereby' approves of the .fees prescribed 
in the foregoing R1:lles. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Finance for Northern 
Ireland this 1st October 1974.' 

(L.S:) A.l. Green, 
Assistant Secretary. 
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SCHEDULE 1 APP No. 

;LIVE STOCK BREEDING ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1922 (as amended) 

Form of Application for a Licence to keep a Bull 

In pursuance!" of the above Live Stock Breeding (Licensing of Bulls) Rules, I 
HEREBY APPLY for a Licence in respect of the under-mentioned Bull. 

Name and Address of Applicant .............................................. :: .............. .. 

................................................................................................................ 

Name of Bull....................................................... Breed ...... ~ ............. . 

Date of birth.......................................... Ear Tattoo Marks ...... :: ........... , .. 

Colour...................................................... Herd Book No ................ ; .. . 

Breeder's Name and Address ... , ......................................... : ..................... . 

Sire~......................................................... Herd Book No .•................ 

Dam ...•................ · ..................................... Herd Book No .................... . 

Dam of Sire ................................................ Herd Book No .......... , .......... . 

MILK AND BUTTERFAT YmLDS OF DAM AND SIRE'S DAM 

Yield in first 305 days of lactation 

Department's -Calving date Age 
Registered before at Butterfat 

Number lactation Calving (lb) Solids 
Milk not Fat 

% lb 

Dam 

Dam 
of 

Sire 

Bull will stand for inspection at ............................................................... . . 

Nearest Post Office .................................... Distance therefrom ..... · .......... miles 

If imported, state date' of importation .................................. ~., ..................... . . .. . 

At which Show or Sale is bull to be exhibited? ................................. , .......... . 
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, I enclose Cheque/Money Order./Postal Order 
for £2 being ,the prescribed Fee for inspection. 

I also enclose the Registration Certificate from 
, the Breed Society showing that the Bull is accepted 
for entry in the ........................... Herd Book. 

(Breed) 

I CERTIFY that the foregoing particulars are true 
and correct and that I am prepared to observe all 
the requirements of the above-mentioned Rules. 

Signature or Applicant ..... , .................................... : Date ........ ~ ................ . 

TO: 
The Secretary 
Department of Agriculture 
Dundonald House 
BELFAST 
BT43SB 
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SCHEDULE 2 

LIVE STOCK BREEDING ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1922 .(as amended) 

Application for a Licence to ~eep a Vasectomised Bull 

1 HEREBY APPLY for a licence to keep the vasectomised bull earmark .... ~" ........... . 
for the purpose of detecting breeding females in oestrus. I enclose a certificate 
from a veterinary surgeon confirming that this bull has been vasceCtomised. 

I also. enclose cheque / postal order / money order fon 25 pence being. the prescribed 
fee. 

Signature of Applicant ......................................................................... . 

. Address .......................................................................... ; ............... :. 

The Secretary . 
Department of Agriculture 
Dundonald House 
Belfast 
BT43SB 
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'SCHEDULE 3 

LIVE StOCK BREEDING ACT \~NORTHERN lRELAND) 1922 (~ amended) 

General Licence 

Beef Bull/Dairy Bull 

Description of Bun . 

,llOS 

Name .. , ................... ; ... " ..•............................ Breed ...................... ; ..... ; ........... . 

Date of birth ........ , ......................................................... ,........................... Earmark ...... " ... ; ...• ".",,.. 

Dus IS ,TO CERTIFY that the bull described .above is. licensed as a beef bullldairy 
bull under tb,e Act. 

Date Secretary 

Owner: 'of bull when licensed 

Name .. : ..... ; ...... ; ................................................... . 

Address ..................... ! ••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' ••••••••• 

Transfer .of Licence 

(Pilrtz~ulars to be entered only by the Department) 

SECOND OWNER 

Name ",. .• ;.; .• ,"" ., .. " . .,,,;.: ..... ; ... ; ........ ". " ••. ., ... , ......... " .,., ..•. ; •............ 

Address .. " ... , ....... ; ... , .. :., .. ,' ...• ., .. : .•. ; .... : .. ; .. ' ... ; .... ,,'.'., ..... : .. : ........ ;., ... , .. ~,; ..... , ................. ; .. ,. 

'Date ' ............. , ........................... , .... , ..... '.',' 

THIRD OwNER 

Name ............... ; ..... ,;' ............. '., ... ., .. ,.;.,." ........ , ... ,., ...... ,; ... , .. 

Address ••••• 0.' •••• ~ • 0._ •••••• ' ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ; ••• "0:' .• '. ,.' .... ·0 "0 "Ok> ""0'0'0 0,0 • • • ••••• 

Date ..... ; ... : .................. ,., ... , ............... ,; ..................... ., .......... . 

36A 
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LIVE STOCK BREEDING ACT (NORTIiERN IRELAND) 1922 (as amended) 

Restricted Licence' 

No., ...... , ............... . 

Description of Bull 

Name .................................................. : ....... Breed ... ; ...... . :i. ~ .... ; ...... ,.:. ' ... 

Date of birth ........................... :....................... Earmark ..................... ; . 

Name of Owner ... : ............................................................ .. 

··Address' ............... : .•. , .......... , ..... : ............ : .. ~ ... : ...... , ........... : .. ; '.;' .. ~' ..... , ... ; .. ; ... . 
:. \ ..... .;' •.. ; i', ... 

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the bull described above is licensed under the' Act for 
breeding purposes, subject to the following conditions: ..... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . : ~ ................ ,' .......................................................................... . 
'"., " 

................................... ; ...... 0_ .............................................. .;, .... ,' ............. . 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• ! ••••••••••• 

................................................................................................................ -. 
Date ... i ............................. ;; .... :: ••• ::.:. ; .• :: : ...... .-: .. .. 

Secretqry 

LIVE STOCK BREEDING. ACT '(NORlHERN IRELAND). 1922 '(as .amended) . 

Licence to .keep .a Vasectomised. Bull 

Name of OwneIl .: .................. i •••••••••••••••.••••••••••••• · ••••••••• 

Address ••••••••••••••• , •••••••• 0 ••• ' ••••• 0 ••••••••••••••••••••• , •• ·0 •••••••• , •• 0 • ~ ' .... 0" ••• ~ ••••••• 

fHIS IS TO CERTIFY that the. vasectomised bull earmarked.· ............................. : ... .. 
is licensed for the purpose of detecting breeding females in oestrus, subject to 
.the following conditions.: 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••• 0 •••••••• , •••• ,' ••••••••••••••••••••• ""0 ••• ' •••••• " •••••• " •• ' ••••••••••• ' •• ' ••.••••••••• ,' ••.•••••••••••• ;. • 

•••••••••••••••• " •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ! •••• , •••••••••••••••••••••.••.•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••• 

Date ...........................•................................ 

Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 4 

Minimum Standards of Milk and Bntterfat ProdnctioJl 
for granting of Dairy Licences 

Yield of d~m: and of dam of sire during 'a lactation period not exceeding 305 
consecutive days following calving except that for cows' or heifers calving before 
1st May 1967 the lactation period may extend to 315 days. (Length of calving 
interval not coJ,1Sidered.) 

Minimum per 
Breed In first lactation In subsequent cent Butterfat 

lactation for qualifying 
lactation 

MlIk Butterfat Milk Butterfat 
Lb Kg Lb Kg Lb Kg Lb Kg 

Ayrshire 6,500 2;955 245 111 8,500 3,864 320 145 3.75 
Guernsey 6,000 2,727 255 116 8,000 3,636 340 155 4.25 
British Friesian 8,000 3,636 280 127 10,000 4,545 350 159 3.50 
Shorthorn. } 
Irish Moiled '. 6,000 2,727 220 100 7,500 3,409 270 123 3.40 
and Red Poll 
Jersey 5,500 2,500 265 120 7,000 3,181 335 152 4.75 
Kerry 5,500 2,500 220 100 7,000 3,181 280 127 4.00 

I 

The milk yield will be calculated on the basis of not more than two milkings 
per day and, where an animal is milked more often than twice daily a deduction 
of 20 per centum will be made from the actual total production of milk during 
the period in which miIkings exceeded two per day. A lactation. shall be regarded 
as complete on the commencement of once ,a day milking. 

The required standards 'of milk and butteDfat production for a heifer which 
commences its first lactation period at over three years of age shall be those set 
forth in the third and fourth columns of the above table. 

An animal which does not reach the standards of milk and butterfat laid down 
for. a first lactation' shall be regarded as qualified to breed dairy bulls if she 
r~ached that standard on her second lactation provided such lactation has begun 
whilst she is still under three years of age. 
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SCHEDULE 5 

LIVE STOCK BREED~NG Aq{NORTHERN iRE~ANDJI922 (as 'amended) 

Notice of Appeal 

1, .......................................................... " ........................................ . 

of .............................. ;....................................... 'being the owner of the 
·under-mentioned ·bull, HEREBY APPEAL against 

(a) .the refusal of the Department to grant a licence in respect of the 
said. bull; . . 

(b) .the re:vocation, suspension or cancellation by the Department of a licence 
granted in respect of the said bull, 

and AP.PLY to .have the bull aforesaid inspected by a referee or referees selected 
by the Department in accordance with the provisions of the Live Stock Breeding 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1922 (as .amended). 

I attach hereto Cheque/Postal Order/Money Order for £5.25 being the 
prescribed fee. 

DESCRIPTION OF BULL 

Name .of Bull .. ".................................................. Date of .Birth ................. . 

Breed ........................................... Colour.................. Earmarks ............ . 

Identification Marks ••••• '0' •••••••• 0" ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• " ••••• ~ •••••••• ' ....... . 

. The Secretary 
Department ·of Agriculture 
Dundonald House 
Upper Newtownards Road 
BELFAST 
BT43SB 

. Signature of Owner .............................. , .........•....... 

. Date ................................ " .... 19 ...... .. 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

(This note is not part at the Rules, but is intended to 
indicate their general purport.) 

These Rules replace the previous Rules. The changes are:-

1. The prescribed licensing age of a bull has been increased from 11 
months to 12 months. 

2. Provision is made for the licensing of vasectomised bulls for the 
purpose of detecting breeding females in oestrus, 
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