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1975, No~294 

'. ANIMALS . 

No. 294 

Made· 

Coming into operation 

17th October 1975' 

1st December 1975 : 
'!.:. ~ . ": .. ' • w • • 

: The' Department(a) of Agriculture, :in exercise of the powers co~etred' on 
it by sections 5, 13, 15 a,nd 53 of the Diseases of Animal~ Aef'(Northern 
~re1and) 1958Cb} and of every .other power ?nabling it in that .beha~f, hereby 
makes"tbe' foUowii;lg .. Order ;'. ,'. '. ,.,.' ' . , '.' '" :, 

Citation and commencement 
1. This Order may be cited as the Sales, Markets and Lairs Order 

(NPrthern Ireland) 1975 and shall come into operation on 1st December 
1975. 

Revocation ~ .~.--.. ~ .. -........... -. 

2. 'the Public Sales (Cattle) Order (Northern Ireland) 1962(c) and Articles 
6 and 7 of the Anhnals Disinfection (Northern Ireland) Order 1927(d) are 
hereby revoked. 

Interpretation . -. " 

3 .. ( ~ thi~ Qr4~t:-:-, ,.: .. ',' :" .',',.:.. , 
"animals" me'ans bovilie ·animalsand' swine and in Part IV is extended 

to include sheep and goats; 
;: ::';"appr'oved'as.sembly point"'means an assembly point in respect of which 
:, ~ ,: :a: notice, 'of approv.al :is for the time being in operation under.-Article" 

17; .. ': 

,.:: .. "apPfov~d,.m~rk~t" m.rfll:l~ a.;.m¥ketmft:~spect:·of whi~ha llotice .of ap
(~, " .' .p:~Qv:alls for, the 9-in~,bell,1g yl0pera~1On, '!Inder Artipl~ 13;: :: " 

"calf" means a bovine animal not older than'3 months;' 
"Community instrument" has the meaning given to it in Schedule 1 of the 

European Communities :Act 1972(e); 
"Department" means the Department of Agriculture; 
"draft sale" means a sale held on private premises of surplus stock from 

not more than 3 herds of bovine animals or of swine; 
"EEC approved market" means 8j market in respect of which a notice 

of approvalis for the time being in operation under .A1;ticle 16; 
"herd" means one or more bovine animals or swine in the same ownership; 
"lair" means a building, erection, pen, yard or other enclosure used for 

the reception or temporary detention' of animals brought to a market 
for sale or to a port or airport for shipment but does not include a 
grass enclosure; , 

(a) Fonnerly Ministry: see 1973- c. 36 Sch. 5 para. 8 
(b) 1958 c. 13 (N.I.) 
(c) S.R. & O. (N.!.) 1962 No. 102, (p. 429) 
(d) S.R. & 0; (N.I.) 1927 No. 52(p. 30) 

(e) 1972 c. 68 
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. '''lairag~ authority" means a district council or person in' ch~ge of. the 
premises of a: lair; 

"madet" means a market place, sale yard or other premises or place' 
m or upon which ,animals are exhibited for the purpose of public -sale; 

"niarket authority" means a district council or person ..in· charge of ·the ! premiseil of a market; , . 
"public place" means a place to which the pubHc 4avea right of access 

I' or which the public is permitted to enter for the time being b~t does 
not include an approved market or premises where a draft sale is held; 

~ ·".public sale" means a sale to which 3:uimals the property of different 
owners are brought for sale by auction or otherwise. 

PART I 

PUBLIC SALES 

,4. A per~on shall not offer, or expose for. sale any animal in a public place. 

5. A person shaH not hold or organise or advertise or permit to be held 
a public sale other than in an approved market, provided that this Article 
shall not apply to draft sales where not more than one such sale of either 
bovirie animals or swine is held in any period of 6 months on tl;le same 
premises, 

PARTII 

6. This Part shall apply to approve'd markets, to lairs' used ill connection 
with 8uch ~markets and to lairs used for animals at a port or airport. 

Standards of planning and construction of markets and lairs 
" '7.~(1) All :r;narkets and lairs shall be planned', constructed and operated 

so ~s to satisfy the Department that-' " ' 
(a) they do not constitute a hazard to the health or welfare of the aniinals 

therein; . . 
(b) they can be effectively cleansed and disinfected; 
Cc) accommodation is adequate to allow for proper segregatio:O: and' 
. ~fficient management of the numbers and classes of animals normally 
,handled.,' . 

(2) Witb<;mt prejudiGe to paragraph '(i)~ all markets .and lairs shall~opi~rm' 
to th~ standards: of planning and construction set out· in. Schedule 1.', . ": 

Provision for cleansing and disinfection of markets .and lairs , ,. '. " ' l 

'. 8~-(1) ¥llrkets. an,d Jairs, c;onp.ected thereto shall be maintained 'm, a. good 
state 'of. repair and shall be cleansed wnd disinfected as provided in Schedule 
2a:s soonasp,ossiblefollowjng the completion of a sale of any livestock and 
not 'later than 48 hours after the complejtion of the said sale .. If tw.o. 'sales 
are to be held within a period of 48 hours the premises shall be so cleansed 
and disinfected after the completion of the first sale and before the commence
went of the second sale. 
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(2) Lairs at a port or airport shall be cle:;msed and disinfected as provided 
in Schedule 2 after 'any consignment of livestock has been evacuated, from the 
lajr and before a fqrther consignment i~ admitted. \ 

\ 

Pl·~vision of covered accommodation for calves, dairy cows in milk and\swine 
9.-(1) Subject to the provisions of Article 11 no person shall,keci1\ or 

permit to be kept a calf. dairy cow in milk or swine in a market or lair otli,\r-
'Yise than in a~coD?-m,odatioJi approved under this Article. ~. 

, (2) Subject to the provisions of Article 11 the market authority of every 
market in which calves. dairy cows in milk or swine are exposed for sale, and 
the lairage authority. of every lair at a port or airport shaH, for the purpose of 
protecting such animals from unnecessary suffering by exposure to' adverse 
weather including excessive exposure to direct suulight, provide or cause to 
be provided for them in the market or lair adequate covered accomlllodation, 
with adjustable ventilation. approved by the Department in accordance with 
the provisions of this Article. 

(3) Before giving approval the Department .shall be satisfied that. the 
accommod,ation is adequate in design, construction, and extent for the purpose 
referred to in paragraph 2' 'and for the number of calves. dairy cows in milk 
an4 swine presented for sale in the market or held in the lair at anyone time. 

Provision of vehicle washing facilities 
10. Subject to the provisions of Article 11, a market authority or lairage 

authority shall, in the interest of disease control, provide in or adjacent to, 
the market or lair facilities in accordance with the standards defined in 
Schedule 1, and approved by the Department, for the washing and disinfection 
of vehicles and containers used in transporting animals to and from the market 
or lair. 

Exemption from the provisions of Articles 9 and 10 
11. The Department may. where it considers there are exceptional cir

cumstances in the case of a particular market or lair. grant a certificate 
exempting the market authority or the lairage authority from the requirements 
of Article 9 or Article 10 or both of those Articles insofar as' they relate to 
that market or lair. for whatever period. not extending beyond 1st December 
19,77, and subject to such conditions. if any. as may be specified in the certifi
cate, and the Department may revoke such certificate at any time bya notice 
in writing served on the authority concerned. 

Facilities for cleansing footwear 
12. Sufficient hydrants with hoses attached, or other suitable facilities 

approved by the Department. shall be provided by a market authority to (!n~ 
able persons attending the, market to, cleanse their footwear before leaving 
the premises. Such facilities shall be situated adjacent, to the ,exit from the 
market, and adequate drainage for the disposal of water shall be provided. 

Notice of ,approval of mar.kets 
:' i3,.~(1) ':TIie'Department may issue to a market authority a notice: ,of 

approval in writing approving the holding of pllblic sales in, the market speci
fied in the said notice and such market shall be then deemed to be an, approved 
market in accordance with the provisions of this Order. ' 
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(2) The Department may by letter served on the 1.1older of. a notice of 
approval, cancel the said .notice in respect of any market if the said market 
ce~es to be of the standard required. by this . Order, or if the requirements ·of 
this. Order rel~ting to . the holding of public sales in the market are. in the 

. opinion of the Department, not being fulfilled, and ill. such event the notice 

.~ o~ approval .sh~ll 'cease to be in force from< the date specified in the . letter 
" of cancellation. . 

J (3) The Department may by. ~etter served on the holder of a notice of 
;' approval can~el the :said notiye if the holder is convicted of any offen~e under 

the Mo:vements of Animals (Records). Order (Northern Ireland) 1962(£) or the 
Movement of Animals (Records) Order {Northern Ireland) 1969(g) and .in 
such event the notice of approval shall cease to be in force .from the date, 
specified in the letter of cancellation. 

Transitiona' provision 
14. My notice of approval issued by the Department under Article 6 of 

the :public Sales (Cattle) Order (Northern Ireland) 1962, and 41 force im
mediately before the coming into operation of this Order, shall, notwithstand
ing the revocat,ion of the aforesaid Order, be deemed to. be a valid notice of 
approval fot the purposes of Article 13 of this Order until 1st June 1976. 

General conditions 
15.-(1) During a sale the animals shall at all times be confined to the 

market. . 

Ci) Swine shall not be admitted toa market on any day on which a sale 
of cattle is being held in that market. 

(3) The Department may require a nuiFket authority to ensure that no 
animal is admitted to the market unless. it jsaccompanied by, a movement 
permit issued under the Brucellosis Control Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(h), 
and unless the ear number recorded on the movement permit corresponds 
with the number on the animal's ear tag. 

PART III 
APPROVAL OF MARKETS AND ASSEMBLY POINTS FOR INrRA-COMMUNITY TRADE 

F;EC 'approved :mC;lrkets . 
16. The Department may, in respect of an approved market, ,issue to the 

holder of the notice of approval an .additional notice in writing approving 
the said market for the purpose of holding public sales of animals intended 
for intra-Community trade, and such market shall be designated an EEC 
approved market. 

Approved 'assembly. points' 
. 17.'i'heDepartment 'may issue to the appropriate authority a notice of 

approval in writing approving any assembly point specified in the 'said 
notiCe for the purpose of collecting animals i~ the manner and subject to the 
conditions sp~cified in the appropriate C01;n:rnunity instrumentgoverningintra-. 
CommUnity trage in live animals, and such assembly point shallb~ desiw,ated 
an' approved assembly. point. .. 

(f) S.R .. & O. (N.I.) 1962 No. 100 (p. 424) 
(g) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1969 No. 304 (p. 1367) 
(h) S.R. & O. (N.I.) 1972 No. 94 (p. 360) 
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Conditions. for approval 
" '18.-(1) A notice of approval under Article 16 or Article 17 shall be 
issued, only where the Department is satisfied that the approved market or the 
as~embly point, and the manner in which it is operated, meet the requirements 
of the appropriate Community instrument, and the notice of approval shall i 

contain such conditions as the Department deems necessary' to comply with 
the appropriate Community instrument. \ 

(2) The Department may by letter served on the holder of a notice of 
approval under Article 16 or Article 17 revoke the said notice where the 
Department !is satisfied ,that the EEC approved market or the approved 
assembly point as the case may be, has ceased to satisfy the requirements of 
the appropriate Commuliity instrument. 

Sales in EEC approved markets 
19. A per~on shall not hold or organise or advertise or permit to be' held 

in ,any approved market, other than an EEC approved market, a' sale of 
animals intended for intra-Community trade: 
Provided that this Article shall only apply where the animals are to be moved 
direct from, the market to an embarkation point for. shipment by sea or air 
to a receiving member State or to an approved assembly point prior to being 
moved to an embarkation point for shipment by sea or air to a receiving 
~ember State. 

Collection of animals at assembly points 
20. : A person shall not collect or permit to be collected' at any, aS$einbly' 

point, other than an approved assembly point, any animals acquired at an 
EEC approved market, or at a farm·, under the conditions set out in theap
propriate Community instrument, if sUyh animals are intended to be mowd 
direct to. an' embarkation point for shipment by sea or air to a memher State. 

PART IV 

PROTECTION OF ANIMALS IN MARKETS AND LAIRS 

Treatment and removal of unfit animals 
21.-(1) Where in the opinion of a veterinary inspector' an animal in a 

market ,or lair is' being or is likely to be caused unnecessary suffering by reason 
of sickness, injury, over-stocking of the udder, lack of food or water, ~expoS'i.lre, 
to adverse weather, defective accommodation, unsuitable tethering 0:1.' any 
otlle;r cause, he m~y treat the animal or cause it ,to be treated and take, 'or 
cause to be taken, such other steps as he considers necessary, to proteQt it 
from such suffering, and he may for any such purpose remov:e the animal or 
cause it to be removed to a suitable place in the vicinity ;and keep it there 
for as long as he considers necessary. for the purpose of treatment or otherwise 
protecting it from such suffering. ' 

, (2) 1l1e reasonable cost of treating, removing or keeping an animal, or 
Qf taking any , steps to protect it from sufferingjnJ accordance with this Article, 
may be recovered by the Department as a civil debt from the owner of the 
animal, the market authority or the lairage authority according to whichever 
is deemed by th~ Department to be responsible for payment of such cost. ' 
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JJeed~ng\an4 .. waterzng 'of a.nzmals .: .. ..('.';1,'\ ' •. ,:,.I:~, 

22. The mal'ket authority and the lairage authority shall in respect of 
markets or laift's for which they are responsible provide-

(alan.adequate supply of potable water to'animals ~~ .. often,as is nece~sary 
to p.l'event them . sJdIerh~g from tWrst. and.. " , -

(b) .~ adequate quantity of suitable food'. water and'beddirig for animals 
'which are kept in a market or lair overnigl1t. ....,. 

Penning of animcus ' , 
23.-(1) No person shall permit animals in a market ot lair to be penned 

otherwise than in, accordance with the follow:mg provisions: , ,: 
(a) the animals shall pe so coliUiined and distributed within the peru;" a$ 

to avoid injury, overcrowding or other cause of unneces~aIjrSU,fferip.g; 
regard being had. where necessary. to unfitness and to differenceS 'of 
age, size .a:p:d sex; " 

(b) bulls and 'boars which are cap'able of. being ~sed ,for breedirtg 'purposes', 
shall be kept separate from other animals or, in the case of a bull. 
secured by .the head or neck. 

(2) Nothing'in the preceding paragr~ph shall r~q~ire)l:p:,'aniwaiw~tl1, 1,1~~ 
weaned young to be kept separate from her young if both the animal and het 
young. arek.ept ·separate from . all otl;1er an,inmls. , ." ' 

Offences .. ! 

. 24~ A person who, <?onttav~nes ap.yof' th~ . pr.o.visiqn,s' or' n:q~relnerits' C)f 
this Otder. or' who permits or causes' 'any perso11 tb cbIitrave'lie such prd'Visjotis 
or requirements, shall be guilty of an offence against the Diseases of Animals 
Act (Northern Ireland) 1958. 

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for Northern 
Ireland on 17th October 1975. 

(L.S.) . J. C. Chalmers 
Assistant Secretary 
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SCHEDULE 1 

No. 294 

" Articles 7 and 10 

Planning and construction of markets ~nd lairs: 

1, The floors of all pens, passage ways, 10ading and unloading areas shall 
consist of concrefe or other hard material impervious to water and nnished in a 
mat~ner to reduce the risk of animals slipping. "'. 

2. All walls with which animals may come in contact shall be.hard, impehrious 
and smooth-finished to a height of 1.8 metres (approximately 6 feet) with all 
corners coved or chamfered. 

3. All gates and railings shall be constructed of iron or other metal or alloy 
and, in the case of new erections or replacements after this Order comes into 
operation, the rails and posts shall be tubular and of adequate strength for the 
purpose requ4-ed. 

4. Pens and passagew~ys. shall be so constructed as to permit penning and 
driving of animals withotltcausing abuse or injury. . 

5. A supply of water under pressure which is. in the opinion of the Depart
ment adequate for the purpose of cleansing and disinfection of the market or 
lair ~hall be provided. 

6. Adequate drainage and manure disposal facilities shall be provided. 

7, Adequate vehicle washing facilities shall be provided to deal with the 
number .of vehicles using the premises. Such facilities shall include a 'concrete 
base, suitable drainage and an adequate supply of water un,de.t: pressure together' 
with hoses. 
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SCHEDULE 2 Article 8 

Cleansing ,and disinfection of marl{ets and lairs 

1. All manure and other debris shall be collected and removed to a place 
set aside for the purpose. 

2. All parts of the premises with which animals may come in contact shall be 
thoroughly washed and scrubbed to remove any remaining particles of manure 
or other debris. ' , 

3. Thereafter all parts of the premises with which. animals may come in con
tact shall be adequately sprayed with a disinfectant approved by the Department 
under the piseases of Animals. (Approval of Disinfectants) Order (Northern 
Ireland) 1972(i)~ " , 

4. A market' authoiityor lairage authority shall comply with such further 
reqUirements in respect of cleansing and disinfection as may in the opinion of 
the Qeparttnent be necessary to prevent the spread of disease. ' 

EXPLANATORY NOTE 

. (This note is not part of the Order but is intended to indicate . 
, ' . its general purport.) , 

This Order revokes the Public Sales (Cattle) Order (Northern Ireland) 
1962 and re-enacts the provisions of that Order in relation to' public sales 
of c~ttle and swine. 

The offering or exposure, for $ale 6f cattle or swine in ,a public place is 
prohibited' and public sales of those animals may only be held in markets 
approved by the Department. Exception is made for certain draft sales 
held on private premises. 

Standards are presc#bed for the plailning an\l construction of approved 
markets,~airs connected with such markets and lairs at a port or airport. 
Requirements inclqd,e the provision of covered accommodation for the pro
tection of calve~" d~iry cows in. milk and swine, and faci1jties for the washing 
of vehicles used in tiansporting animals. , 

Approved markets may be further approved for the holding of sales of 
cattle and swine intended for EEC trade, and assembly points may be ap
proved for the collection of such animals prior to shipment to a member 
State. 

The Order includes provisions for the protection of animals (cattle, sheep 
goats and swine) while in markets and lairs, and covers such matters as treat: 
m~nt arid removal"orurifit amma1s and the feedfug, watering and -penning of 
ammals. ' .,' 

(i) S.R. '&. O. (N.I.) 19n No. 16 (p. 55) 
46A 
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