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1976 No. 186
FISHERIES
Foyle ‘Area (Conérbi of Fishing) Regulstions 1976

Made e 1st June 1976
Coining into operation . . . 30th June 1976

The Foyle Fisheries Comm1ss10n in exercise of its powe1s under Section
13 of the Foyle Fisheries Act 1952(a) and Section 13 of the Foyle Fisheries
Act’(Notthern Ireland) 1952(b) with the approval of the Minister for Agri-
culture and Fisheries in the Republic of Ireland and of the Department(c) of
Agriculture for Northern Ireland hereby makes the following regulations:

Citation and commencement

1. These Regulations may be cited as the Foyle Area (Control of Fishing)
Regulations 1976 and shall come into operation on 30th June 1976.

Interpretation
2. In these regulations:— -

“angling” means the use of rod and line for the purpose of taking salmon,
sea trout or brown trout;
“netting” means the use of any net for the purpose of taking salmon or
sea trouf;
“period of suspensién” ‘means any period during which netting is sus-
pended under these regulations;
“the River Faughan Fish Counter” means the automatic fish counter
situated in the townland of Campsie in the County of Londonderry;
. “the Roe Bridge River Gauge” means the river gauge situated alongside
‘ the Roe Bridge in the townland of Limavady;
“salmon” includes all fish of the salmon species and the spawn and fry
thereof but does not include sea trout or the spawn and fry thereof;
“Sion Mills Fish Counter” means the automatic fish counter sxtuated at
Sion Mills. Weir in the County of Tyrone; -
“the Sion Mills River Gauge” means the Commission’s river gauge situ-
ated immediately upstream of Sion Mills Weir in the County of
Tyrone.

Suspension of netting in the River Foyle, Lough Foyle and the sea

3.—(1) Netting shall be suspended in accordance with the provisions of
regulation 9 -on the River Foyle, Lough Foyle and waters seaward of Lough
Foyle for a period of 48 hours outside the weekly close time if:~—

{a) No. 5 of 1952 (Repubhc of Ireland)
(b) 1952'¢c. 5 (N.L)
(¢) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 ¢ 36 s. 40 and Sch, 5 para. 8(1)
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) during the period 1st July to 10th July, both dates inclusive, the
water level on the River Mourne rises above a reading of 20 inches on
the Sion Mills River Gauge and the (Commission has not counted at
least 2,600 salmon by means of the Sion Mills Fish Counter during the
period 1st May to 30th June, both dates inclusive;

(b) during the period 11th July to 31st July, both -dates inclusive, the
water level of the River Mourne rises above a reading of 20 inches on
the Sion Mills River Gauge and the Commission has not counted at
least 4,200 salmon by means of the Sion Mills Fish Counter during
the period 1st May to 10th July, both dates inclusive.

(2) Netting shall be suspended in accordance with the provisions of regu-
lation 9 on the River Foyle, Lough Foyle and the waters seaward of Lough
Foyle from. 0600 hours on 6ty August in any calendar year until the beginning
of the next annual close season if by 31st July of that year the Commission
has not counted at least 6,000 salmon by means of the Sion Mills Fish
Counter.

Suspension of netting in the River Roe

4—(1) If in any calendar year the Commission has not counted, by means
of the River Faughan Fish Counter, at least 400 salmon during the period 1st
June to 31st July, both dates inclusive, netting shall be suspended in accord-
ance with the provisions of regulation 9 on the River Roe for a period of 48
hours outside the weekly close time on the first -occasion after 31st July in
that year when the water level on the River Roe rises above a reading of
30 inches on the Roe Bridge River Gauge.

(2) Neiting shall be suspended in accordance with the provisions of regu-
lation 9 on the River Roe after 20th August in any calendar year until the
beginning of the next annual close season if during the period 1st June to
15th August, both dates inclusive, in that year the Commission has not count-
ed at least 750 salmon by means of the River Faughan Fish Counter.

Prohibition of Netting during Periods of Suspensior

5. Netting shall be prohibited in any waters in the Foyle Area during any
period when netting is suspended on those waters under these regulations.

Suspension of Angling in Rivers Mourne and Strule

6. Angling shall be suspended in accordance with the provisions of regu-
lation 9 in the Rivers Mourne and Strule and their fributaries from 11th
October in any calendar year until the beginning of the next annual close
season for angling in those waters if during the period 1st May to 15th
September, both dates inclusive, in that year the Commission has not counted
at least 7,000 salmon by means of the Sion Mills Fish Counter.

Suspension of Angling in Rivers Faughan and Roe

7. Angling shall be suspended in accordance with the provisions of regu-
lation 9 in the Rivers Faughan and Roe and their tributaries from I11th
October in any calendar year until the beginning of the next annual close
season for angling in those waters if during the period 1st May to 30th Sep-
tember, both dates inclusive, in that year the Commission has not counted at
least 1,800 salmon by means of the River Faughan Fish Counter.

Prohibition of angling

8.—(1) Angling shall be prohibited in the River Foyle, during any period
when netting in those waters is suspended in accordance with these regulations.
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(2) Angling shall be prohibited in the Rivers Mourne, Strule, Faughan
and Roe during any period when angling in those waters is suspended in
accordance with these regulations.

Notification of commencing suspension

9.—(1) If the Commission is satisfied that the conditions spec1ﬁed in
regulations 3(1) and, or 4(1) for a period of suspension have been met it shall
publish under the hand of the Secretary to the Commission, or of such other
person as the Commission may appoint for that purpose, a certificate to that
effect and this certificate shall state the number of salmon which have been
counted, the reading on the appropriate river gauge, the time that the reading
was taken and the time that the period of suspension shall commence.

(2) The Commission shall introduce any period of suspension under regu-
lation 3(1) or 4(1) as soon as is reasonably possible if the conditions for intro-
ducing the period of suspension have been met, provided that the period of
suspension shall not commence less than 24 hours after the publication of the
certificate.

(3) If the Commission is satisfied that the conditions specified in regu-
lations 3(2), 4(2), 6 or 7 for a period of suspension have been met it shall
publish under the hand of the Secretary to the Commission, or of such other
person as the Commission may appoint for that purpose, a certificate to that
effect and this certificate shall state the number of salmon which have been
counted and the ‘date that the period of suspension shall commence.

* Revocation

18. The Foyle Area (Suspension of F1sh1ng) Regulations 1975(d) are
hereby revokéd.

GIVEN under the Common Seal of the Foyle Flshenes Commission on
the 1st day of June 1976.

K. Vickers

Member of the Commission
nominated by the Department.

{L.s.) James Power

Member of the Commission
nominated by the Minister.

The Minister for Agriculture The Department of Agricult-

and Fisheries hereby approves of
the foregoing regulations..

Sealed with the Official Seal
of the Minister for Agri-
culture and Fisheries on
3rd day of June 1976. .

(r.s.) C. D. Ryan

A person authorised by the
Minister for Agriculture and
Fisheries to authenticate the
Official Seal of the Minister.

ure for Northern Ireland hereby
approves of the foregomg regu-
lations.

Sealed with the Official Seal
of the Department of
Agriculture on the 22nd
day of June 1976.

L.s) E. G. Sherrard

Assistant Secretary, Depart-
ment of Agriculture for North-
ern Ireland.

(d) S.R. 1975 No, 131
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EXPLANATORY NOTE- '

(Tiiis note is not part of the Regulations but is intended to indicate
their general purport.)

These regulations replace the Foyle Area (Suspension of F1shmg) Regu-
lations 1975. They provide for periods during which netting is suspended
.on the waters of the Foyle Area for the Purpose of providing a greater escape-
ment of fish into freshwater during times of floods. The regulations also
stipulate the conditions under which netting in the Foyle Area shall be
terminated prior to the normal closing of the netting season on 31st August -
each year. They also prohibit angling in the tidal waters of the River Foyle
during any period when netting is suspended on those waters. In addition
the regulations provide for the angling season on the Rivers Faughan,
Mourne, Roe and Strule and their tributaries to be terminated on 10th
October if the numbers of salmon counted going upstream is below predeter-
mined numbers.
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