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SEEDS
Beet Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976
.Made . . . . . . 5th October 1976
Coming into operation . . . 26th Ociober 1976

The Department of Agriculture(a) in exercise of the powers conferred on it
by sections 1, as amended by Article 3 of and Schedule 3 to the European
Communities (Agriculture) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(b), 4 and 9 of the
Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965(c) and of every other power enabling it in
that behalf and after consultation with representatives of such interests as
appear to it to be concerned hereby makes the following regulations:—

Citation and cominencement

1. These regulations may bé .cited as the Beet Seeds Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1976, and shall come into operation on 26th October 1976.

Revocation

2. The Beet Seeds Regulations (Northem Ireland) 1974(d) are hereby
revoked.

Interpretation : -
3—(1) In these Regulations,—
“The Act” means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965;
- “beet seeds” means seeds of the description specified in Schedule 1;

“Common Catalogue” means the Common Catalogie of varieties of kinds
of agricultural plants published in the Official Journal of the European
Communities;

“maintainer” means a person who is indicated in a National List or in the
Common Catalogue as responsible for the maintenance of the par-
ticular beet variety;

“marketing” includes, as the context shall permit, the offer for sale,
exposure for sale, sale and possession with a view to sale, of seeds and
any transaction in the course of business—

(a) under which the property in seeds is transferred from one
person to another, or

(b) under which the seeds are made over by one person to another
in pursuance of a contract under which the seeds will be used
for producing further seeds or for producing plants or parts of
plants for human or animal consumption;

“Member State” means a member state of the European Community;

“the Department” means the Department of Agriculture;

(a) Formerly Ministry: see 1973 c. 36 Sch. 5 para 8
(b) SR. & O {N.L) 1972 No. 351 (p. 1740)

(c) 1965 c. 22 (N.IL)

(d) S.R. 1974 No. 149 (1, p. 597)
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“monogerm seeds” means genetically monogerm seeds with the percentage
of the germinated clusters producing single seedlings being not less
than the minimum specified in Part 1I of Schedule 2;

“National List” means a list ‘of varieties of kinds of beet published in
accordance with the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) Regulations
1973(e) or any Regulations superseding those Regulations;

“official examination” as respects seeds harvested in the United Kingdom
means in relation to Northern Ireland an examination carried out by
or on behalf of the Department, subject to the payment of any fee
imposed by Regulations made under the Act, or in relation to England
and Wales by or on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture Fisheries and
Food or, in relation to Scotland, the Secretary of State and as respects
seeds harvested elsewhere than in the United Kingdom, an examina-
tion approved by the Department; : :

“official label” and “official notice” mean respectively a label and a notice
preparéed by or on behalf of the Department;

“precision seeds” means seeds intended for use in precision drills with the
percentage of seeds producing single seedlings being not less than the
minimum specified in Part IT of Schedule 2;

“seeds” means seeds to which these Regulations apply by virtue of
Regulation 4; :

“small package” means a package of seeds containing no more than a net
weight of 2.5 kilograms of seeds other than pelleted seeds or of 12.5
kilograms. of pelleted seeds; )

“small EEC package” means a package of certified seeds containing—

(a) in the case of monogerm or precision seeds, not more than
100,000 clusters or no more than a net weight of 2.5 kilograms,
and '

(b) in the case of seeds other than monogerm or precision seeds, no
more than a net weight of 10 kilograms,

excluding in each case the weight of any granulated pesticides,

pelleting substances or other solid additives;

(2) In these Regulations,—
“pre-basic seeds” means seeds of a generation earlier than that of basic
. seeds— :
(@) which have been produced by or under the responsibility of the
maintainer, :

(b) which are intended for the production of pre-basic seeds,
uncertified pre-basic seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds, and

(c) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in
Schedule 2 and which have on an official examination been
found to satisfy those requirements;

“uncertified pre-basic seeds™ means seeds of a generation earlier than that
of basic seeds— : .

(a) which have been produced in the United Kingdom by or under
the responsibility of the maintainer, and

(b) which are intended for the production of pre-basic seeds, un-
certified pr_e-basic seeds or basic seeds;

(e) S.I. 1973/994 (1973 11, p. 3024)
454
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“basic seeds’ means seeds——

. (@) which have been produced by or under the respons1b1l1ty of the
maintainer,

(b) which are intended for the prodiction of ceftified seeds, and

(c) which. satisfy the fequirements for. -basi¢ seeds set out in
Schedul¢ 2 and which have on an official examination been
found to satisfy those requirements;

“certified seeds” means seeds—
(@) which have béen prodiced directly from basic seeds, *

"(b) which are intended to be used mainly for the produotion of
plants or parts of plants for human or animal censumption, and

(¢) which satisfy the requirements for certified seeds set out in
Schedule 2 and which have on an official examination been
found to satisfy ‘those requirements.

Seeds to which the.Regulations apply

(1) Subject to paragraphs (2) and (3), these Regulations apply to seeds
mtended to be used only for the producuon of agricultural of horticultural
crops.

(2) These Regulatlons shall not apply to—

. (@) seeds which are marketed for delivery. elsewhere than in a Member
State,

(b) seeds used or to be used. for research or expenment
(¢c) seeds used or to be used in the course of a process of selection, and

(d) seéds which are marketed with a view to processing, treatment or
cleaning, provided that the identity of the seeds is stated by the person
by whom they are marketed.

(3) Where a person makes arrangements under which: some other person
uses seeds under the control of the ﬁrst-mentloned person for the purpose of
increasing the first-mentioned person’s stock of seeds for sowing or of ¢arry-
ing out tests or trials and under which the whole of the material produced,
directly or indirectly, from the seeds, and any unused seeds, becomé of
remain the property of the first-mentioned person theése Regulations shall not
apply to thé marketing of the seeds by the first-mentioned person to the other
perfson as part of the arrangements or to the marketing by that other person
to the first:mentioned pérson of seeds produced, dlrectly or indirectly, from
those seeds.

Marketing of seeds
5.—(1) Subject to the provisions of th1s regulatlon no person shall market
any seeds unless they are seeds of plant varieties which may be marketed in
accordance with Régulation 31 of The Seeds (National Lists of Variefies)
Regulations 1973 or any Regulations supersedmg those Regulations. and
unless they are—
.. (@) pre-basic seeds, unceruﬁed pre-bas1c seedss. bas1c seéds or certified
seeds; or
{(b) seeds -which- have been produced, packaged and. officially sealed in a
Member State other than the United Kingdom and labelled appro-
priately in accordance with the requirements of regulatlon 9(1).. (2, (3),
(5), (8) and (10); or
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(¢) seeds which have been produced elsewhere than in a Member State and
which are marketed in accordance with and subject to the conditions
imposed by a general licence granted by the Department under the
authofity of this paragraph. -

(2) Paragraph (1) shall not prevent the marketing of kinds or varieties of
beet seeds -included in mixtures of seeds permitted by the Fodder Plant Seeds
Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1974(f) or any Regulations superseding those
Regulations, where each of the constituents to which these Regulations apply.
consists of either basic seeds or certified seeds marketed in accordance with

paragraph (1). :

" (3) The ,Dei)aﬁment Ihay, by a‘>g'enera1 licence téking effect during a period
specified in the licence and subject to any -conditions imposed by the licence,
(a) authorise any person to market as pre-basic seeds, basic seeds or certi-
fied seeds,. seeds which fail in some respect to satisfy the requirements

for such seeds set out in Schedule 2,

(b) modify in relation to those séeds the labelling requirements set out in
Schedule 5, ' )

(¢) authorise any person to market seeds which, notwithstanding the
requirements of The Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) Regulations
1973 or any regulations superseding those Regulations, are of a variety
not entered in a National List or in the Common Catalogue, provided
that in all other respects, unless expressly otherwise provided, the pro-
visions of these Regulations shall apply in relation to the marketing
of the seeds. -

(4) Any person may market in relation to a sale or proposed sale to a
person engaged in the business of trading in seeds other than by way of retail

" sale seeds which have been imported from a country other than a Member

State notwithstanding that such marketing would otherwise be prohibited by
virtue of paragraph 1(c). '

(5) Notwithstanding the requirements in Part II of Schedule 2 that basic
seeds. shall attain the minimum standards of germination specified in the said
Schedule any person may, subject to the requirements of regulation 9(2)(b)
and (6), market as pre-basic seeds or basic seeds, seeds which in other respects
satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set ouf in the said Schedule but which
attain a lower percentage of germination than that specified in the said
Schedule in relation to seeds of that kind.

(6) In a case where the official examination in respect of the germination
of a proposed consignment of seeds has not been completed, but a preliminary
test of germination has shown that the seeds attain the appropriate minimum
standard of germination specified in Schedule 2 and the seeds in other respécts
satisfy the appropriate requirements of the said Schedule, the seeds may, sub-
ject to the requirements of regulation 9(6) and 10, be sold. In the event of any’
such sale the seller of the seeds shall, upon or before delivering them to the
purchaser, provide himr with a statement that the seeds are marketed before
the completion of the official germination test together with the result of .the
preliminary test of germination, and shall provide him with the result of the
completed official test as soon as practicable, and in any case not later than
sevén days after being informed of the result. :

(® S.R. 1974 No. 147
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(7) Paragraphs (5) and (6) shall not apply to seeds which have been
imported from a country other than a Member State unless they were pro-
duced directly from pre-basic seeds or basic seeds certified in a Member
State.

Sampling
6.—(1) A sample of seeds taken for the purposes of an official examina-
tion or, subject to paragraph (3) for the enforcement of these Regulations

shall be taken in accordance with the procedure set out in Part I of
Schedule 3.

(2) A sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of these regulations shall
be divided into three parts of which one part shall be delivered or sent to the
owner of the seeds or his representative, one part shall be delivered or sent
to the Chief Officer of an Official Seed Testing Station and the remaining
part shall be retained and-be available for production to a court in accord-
ance with section 9(7) of the Act: provided that where it appears to the person
taking the sample that the seeds from which the sample has been taken were
-purchased for use and not for resale, the first part of the sample shall be
delivered or sent to the last seller of the seeds or his representative in place
of the owner of the seeds or his representative.

(3) The size of a sample taken for the enforcement of these Regulations
shall be such as to ensure that each of the parts into which it is divided is of
not less than the minimum size indicated in Part II of Schedule 3 and the
sample shall be divided accordingly.

Certificates of taking and testing of a sample

7—~—(1) A certificate in the form set out in Part I of Schedule 4 of the
taking of a sample of seeds, is hereby prescribed for the purpose of section
9(3) of the Act.

(2) A certificate in the form set out in Part II of Schedule 4 of the result
of a test of a sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of these Regulations,
is hereby prescribed for the purpose of Section 7(3) of the Act.

Sealing of packages

8.—(1) No person shall market in accordance with regulation 5(1)(a) a
package of seeds (other than a package of uncertified pre-basic seeds, a small
package or a small EEC package) unless it has been, not later than at the
time of sampling, sealed by a person authorised by the Department in that
behalf, with a sealing device (which may be an adhesive label) in such a
manner that when the package is opened the sealing device will be broken
and cannot be re-used.

(2) It a package of seeds which has been sealed in accordance with para-
graph (1) or imported in accordance with regulation 5(1)}() or 5(1)(c) shall
have been opened it may not be re-sealed or further re-sealed except by a
person authorised by the Department in that behalf.

(3) No person shall market a package of uncertified pre-basic seeds, a
small package or a small EEC package in accordance with regulation 5(1)(e)
unless it has been sealed with a sealing device approved by the Department in
such a manner that when the package is opened the sealing device is broken
and cannot be re-used.
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4 If a small EEC package which has been sealed in accordance with
paragraph (3) or imported in accordance with regulation 5(1)(b) shall have
been opened it may not be re-sealed or further re-sealed except by or under
the supervision of a person authorised by the Department in that behalf,

" Labelling of packages

9.—(1) Subject to paragraph (9) no person shall market any seeds in
accordance with Regulation 5(1)(a) except in a package which is labelled,
inscribed or otherwise dealt with in accordance with this Regulation.

2)a) A package of pre-basic seeds, a package other than a small package
of basic seeds and a package other than a small EEC package of certified
seeds shall have affixed. on the outside -an official label containing, as appro-
priate to the seeds, partlculars of the matters specified, and being of the size
and colour also specified, in Part I of Schedule 5, which shall be either an
adhesive label or a label secufed to the package by an alterhative sealing
device and shall be affixed in either case by a person authorised by the
Department in that behalf.

(b) If in accordance with: regulation 5(5) a person shall market basic seeds
of a lower percentage of germination than that specified in Schedule 2 the fact
shall be stated on the official label.

3) A package of pre-basic seeds, a package other than a small package
of basic seeds and a package other than a small EEC package of certified
seeds shall contain an official notice which shall be-of the same colour as the.
official 1abel and shall contain particulars of the matters specified in the items
numbered 3, 4, 5, 10 and 11 in Part IA of Schedule 5: provided that if such
particulars are printed indelibly on the outside of the package or if the official
label is an adhesive label the official notice referred to in this paragraph shall
not be reqmred

(4) A package of uncert1ﬁed pre-bas1c seeds shall have affixed on the out-
side a label containing, as appropriate to the seeds, particulars of the matters
specified and being of the colour also specified in Part II of Schedule 5: pro-
vided that if such particiilars are printed indelibly on the outside of the pack-
age the said label shall not be required.

(5)(@) Sub-paragraph (c) of this paragraph shall have effect until the 30th
June 1977.

(b) A small package of basic seeds shall have affixed on the outside a
label containing, as appropriate to the seeds, particulars of the matters speci- -
fied and being of the colour also specified in Part IT of Schedule 5: provided
that if such particulars are printed 1nde11bly on the ontside of the package the
said label shall not be required.

(¢) A small package of certified seeds shall have affixed on the outside a
label containing, as appropriate to the seeds, particulars of the matters speci-
fied and being of the colour ‘also specified in Part-II of Schedule 5: provided
that if-such particulars are indelibly printed on the outs1de of the package the
said label shall not be required.

(d) A small EEC package shall bear on the outside a supplier’s label, blue
in colour, or a printed notice or a stamp containing, as appropriate to the
seeds, particulars of the matters specified in Part III of Schedule 5: provided
that if the packaging material is transparent a label of the said colour and
containing the said particulars may be placed inside the package in such a
manner as to be readable from the outside. .
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(6) If a person shall market seeds in accordance with regulation 5(5) or
5(6) a supplier’s label affixed to the outside of the package shall, where the
seeds are marketed in accordance with regulation 5(5), contain a statement of
the germination of the seeds and, where the seeds are marketed in accordance
with regulation 5(6), contain a statement of the germination of the seeds as
ascertained on the preliminary germination test, together in either case with
the name and address of the seller and the reference number of the lot.

(7) If a package of seeds shall have been re-sealed in accordance with
regulation 8(2) the fact shall be stated, together with the date of the re-sealing
and the name of the authority responsible for it, on the official label.

(8) If any seceds have been subjected to any chemical treatment the fact
that they have been so subjected and the nature of the treatment or the pro-
prietary name of the chemical employed shall be stated either—

(@) on the label referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) or, where such a
label is not required, with the particulars otherwise given in accord-
ance with those paragraphs, or

* (b) on a separate supplier’s label,

and also, except where the label referred to in paragraphs (2), (4) or (5) is not
required or where the information prescribed by this paragraph is given on
an adhesive label, either on the outside of the package or in a statement
enclosed in the package.

(9 A person may sell any seeds otherwise than in a package which is
labelled, inscribed or otherwise dealt with in accordance with this regulation,
provided that they are sold by way of retail sale, in a quantity not exceeding
2.5 kilograms, and are taken in the presence of the purchaser from a con-
tainer on or in the proximity of which there is clearly and visibly marked or
displayed a statement containing the particulars of the matters specified in
Part IV of Schedule 5.

(10) The particulars and information given in accordance with this regu-
lation shall be given in one of the official languages of the European
Economic Community.

(11) Subject to the provisions of the Act and of these Regulations no
person shall, in the course of the marketing or the preparation for the market-
ing of any seeds by himself or by any other person, wilfully reproduce,
remove, alter, deface, conceal or misuse in any way any label or notice affixed
to, contained in or marked on any package of seeds or to be so affixed, con-
tained or marked.

Records or transactions

10. A person who sells any pre-basic seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds
in accordance with regulation 5(6) shall make and, during a period of twelve
months following the delivery of the seeds, keep available for inspection by
an officer duly authorised by the Department a record of the date of such
delivery, the reference number of the lot of seeds delivered, the name and
address of the purchaser and the date on which he was provided with the
result of the completed official germination test.
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Civil liabilities of sellers of seeds

11.—(1) The particulars given to a purchaser by the seller of pre-basic
seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds whether given in pursuance of these Regu-
lations expressly or by implication arising from the description under which
the seeds are sold, shall constitute a statutory warranty for the purpose of
section 4 of the Act in so far as they relate to the percentage of germination
of the seeds, the percentage of analytical purity of the seeds, the content of
seeds of other plant species and the varietal purity of the seeds.

(2) Section 4(2) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a pir-
chaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given or implied as in para-
graph (1) of this regulation, in so far as they relate to the percentage of
germination, the percentage of analytical purity, or of the content of seeds of
other plant species and there are hereby prescribed in respect of such matters
the limits of variation set out in Schedule 6.

(3) Section 4(3) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a pur-
chaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given or implied as in
paragraph (1) of this regulation, in so far as they relate to the percentage of
germination, the percentage of analytical purity or of the content of seeds of
other plant species.

(4) A purchaser who intends to obtain a test of seeds for the purposes of
section 4(3) of the Act shall, not more than ten days after delivery to him of
the seeds, give to the seller written notice of his intention and thereupon the
seller may indicate a day, not being more than 21 days after delivery of the
seeds to the purchaser, and a reasonable time on that day at which a sample
of the seeds may be taken in the presence of himself or of his representative
and the purchaser shall afford to the seller reasonable facilities for that

purpose.

(5) On the day and at the time appointed by the seller in accordance with
paragraph (4) or, if the seller shall have failed to appoint such a day and time,
on a day not more than 28 days after delivery of the seeds to the purchaser,
the purchaser may, and if the seller or his representative is present shall, take
a sample of the seeds, such sample being taken in accordance with the pro-
cedure set out in Part I of Schedule 3, and shall divide the sample so taken
into two parts, each being of at least the appropriate minimum size specified
in Part II of Schedule 3 of which one part shall be sent to the Chief Officer
of an Official Seed Testing Station for the purpose of .being tested and the
other part delivered or tendered to the seller or his representative or, if he
or his representative was not present when the sample was taken, sent to him
by post.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for
Northern Ireland on 5th October 1976.

(x.s.) D. J. Alexander
Assistant Secretary
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SCHEDULE 1t Regulation 4(1)
Kinds of seeds to winch the regulations apply

1. Seeds of sugar beet and fodder beet (including mangel) of the species Beta
vulgaris L.
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Regulations 3(1) and (2), 5(1) and (5)
SCHEDULE 2

Requirements for basic seeds and certified seeds
ParT I
Conditions relating to the crop from which the seeds are obtained

1. So far as it can be ascertained at crop inspection, supplemented where
appropriate by examination of a plot sown by the Department with a sample
from the seed lot sown in the field, the plants shall conform to the characteristics
of the variety established when the variety was included in the National List or
Common Catalogue. .

Crop inspections
2. There shall be at least one official field inspection and for basic seeds two
such inspections, one in the year of sowing and the other in the year of harvesting.

3. In the case of hybrid and synthetic varieties, in so far as required by the
Department, seed producers shall submit seed for exarmnatmn at all stages of
productlon of a variety.

Crop condition

4. The cultural condition of the field and the stage of development and the
condition of the crop shall be such as to permit a sufﬁc1ent check of identity,
varietal purity and state of health.

Previous cropping

S. The  crop may be grown only on land which has not previously been
cropped in a manner that might adversely affect the nature or quahty of the seeds
to be produced, and which complies with the Department’s requirements in that
tespect. .

Isolation distances
6. There shall be a physical barrier or at least 2 metres of fallow between the
seed crop and any crop likely to cause contamination in the seed.

7. Minimum distances from nelghbourmg seed crops -shall be:—

Basic Certified
seeds seeds
(metres) (metres)
"Until 30th June 1978:
(a) Sugar beet in relation to:
~other varieties of sugar beet 500 300
—fodder beet (including mangel) and
other varieties of Beta vulgaris 1,000 600
(b) Fodder beet (including mangel) in relation to: :
—other varieties of fodder beet 500 300

——sugar beet and other varieties of
Beta vulgaris 1,000 600
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Basic Certified
seeds seeds
) (metres) (metres)
From 1st July 1978: .
(a) Sugar beet:
~—monogerm varieties in relation to
other monogerm or other varieties. 1,000 600
—varieties,. other than monogerm, in :
relation to other varieties 600 300
—in relation to fodder beet and other varieties :
of Beta vulgaris 1,000 1,000
(b) Fodder beet:
—monogerm varieties in relation to other
monogerm or other varieties 1,000 600
—varieties, other than monogerm, in relation
to other varieties 600 300
—in relation to sugar beet and other varieties
of Beta vulgaris 1,000 1,000

The above distances shall apply also to isolation from plants or fields of beet
grown for root production and flowering at the same time as the plants in the
seed producing field. .

- 8. Wlﬂl the approval of the Department these distances need not be observed
‘lf there is adequate protection against any undesirable foreign pollination.

Varietal purity
9. The crop shall possess adequate identity and varietal purity.

Part II
Conditions relating to the seeds
1. The seeds are to possess adequate identity and varietal purity.

2. The seeéds shall be of a satisfactory state of health so far as seed-borne
dieases and organisms affecting the seeds are concerned.

3. The seeds, excluding where appropriate granulated pesticides, pelleting sub-
stances or other solid additives, shall have been shown on an official examination
to comply with the following conditions—

(a) maximum moisture content 15 per cent by weight
(b) minimum analytical purity 97 per cent by weight
and

(¢) minimum germination—
per cent by number of clusters
Sugar beet Fodder beet
(including mangels)

(i) monogerm seeds 73* 73

(ii) precision seeds 73%* 73
(iii) natural seeds of varieties with a diploid

percentage exceeding 85 73 i 73

(iv) other seeds 68 68

*Ag from 1st July 1977 the minimum germination shall be—
monogerm seeds 80%
precision seeds 75%

4. The percentage by weight of seeds of other plants shall not exceed 0.3.
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_. 5. Additional requirements—

. Minimum Maximum
percentage of  percentage of
single germinated
clusters . clusters giving
-. 3 or more seedlings
(a) monogerm seeds 90 no standard ¢
.- (b) precision seeds with a diploid percentage K ‘
exceeding 85 58% - 5
(¢) other precision seed 63* 5

NotE: For seed harvested after 1st July 1977
(i) items marked * shall read 70%
(ii) items marked ¢ shall read 5%
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Regulations 6(1) and (3), 11(5)
SCHEDULE 3

Part 1
Procedure for the taking of samples

1. Prior to sampling a seed lot shall be well mixed so as to be as uniform
among its parts as is practicable.

"2. Wheén the seed lot is in sacks or other similar sized containers, the number
of containers to be sampled shall be in accordance with the following table:—

Number of containers in the lot Minimum number. of containers to be
‘ sampled
1— 5 (inclusive) Each container, portions being taken
from at least five positions
6—14 o Not less than 5 containers
15—30 »» At least 1 container in 3
31—49 » Not less than 10 containers
50 or more At last 1 container in 5

When there are more than five containers in the lot the containers to be
sampled must be selécted at random.

3. For sampling seed lots in containers weighing less than 50 kg a 100 kg
weight of seed is taken as the basic urnit. Containers shall be combined to form
sampling units weighing a maximum of 100 kg (e.g. 5 containers each of 20 kg
form one unit). For sampling purposes each unit shall be regarded as one con-
tainer and the sampling intensity prescribed above shall be used.

4. The samples shall be taken in the following manner:
(@) Seeds in full sacks or other containers

The sacks or containers shall be sampled at random and samples taken
from the top, middle or bottom, but not necessarily from more than one position,
of each selected sack or container. The position from which the seed is taken
shall be varied from container to container and seed shall be taken from different
horizontal positions. Wherever practicable, seed in sacks shall be sampled with
a metal spear, trier or probe with a solid point which shall be of sufficient length
to reach beyond the middle of the sack when inserted from the side and shall
have an oval aperture so placed that the instrument removes portions of seed of
equal volume from each part of the sack through which it travels. The instru-
ment shall be inserted into the sack in an upward direction at an angle of approxi-
mately 30° to the horizontal, with its aperture downwards until the aperture
reaches the centre of the sack. It shall then be rotated so as to bring the aperture
uppermost and withdrawn at once at a decreasing speed so that the quantity of
seeds obtained from successive locations increases progressively from the centre
to the side of the sack.

Alternatively, a longer instrument may be inserted until the aperture reaches
the farther side of the sack, rotated in the manner describéd above and then with-
drawn at a uniform speed.

A stick sampler may be used in place of the instrument mentioned above. It
may be used horizontally or vertically. If there is more than one aperture it
must have transverse partitions so that each aperture opens into a separate com-
partment; it shall be inserted diagonally into the sack in the closed position, then
opened, gently agitated to allow it to fill completely, closed again, withdrawn and
emptied.

Seeds in contdiners other than sacks shall wherever practicable be sampled
with an instrument as aforesaid, which shall be used as already described.



No. 296 - : Seeds ' 1397

Where it is not practicable to sample seeds in sacks or other containers in the
manner already described, portions may be taken by hand, care being taken to
keep the fingers tightly closed about the seeds so that none may escape as the
hand is withdrawn. If necessary, in order to réach the lower levels, part of the
contents shall be emptied into another sack or other container.

(b) Seeds in a partly filled container

The seeds shall be thoroughly mixed by hand and small portions then taken
from at least five different positions.

(¢) Seeds in bulk

Portions of seed shall be taken with a stick sampler from at least the number
of positions indicated in the table below:—

Size of bulk Number of positions to be sampled
Not exceeding 50 kg Not less than 3
Exceeding Not exceeding
50 kg 1,500 kg Not less than 5§
1,500 kg : 3,000 kg At least 1 for each 300 kg
3,000 kg 5,000 kg .Not less than 10
5,000 kg 20,000 kg At least 1 for each 500 kg

Sampling positions must be selected at random in both vertical and horizontal
planes.

If the sampler has more than one aperture it shall have transverse partitions
$0 that each aperture opens into a separate compartment.

(d) Seeds in a cleaning, mixing or dressing machine

Portions of seed shall be drawn during the cleaning, mixing or dressing pro-
cess so that the entire cross section of the seed stream is uniformly sampled at
regular intervals throughout the whole of the process. The frequency shall be
at least as indicated in the table below:— : :

Size of lot Number of times to be sampled
Not exceeding 50 kg ~ Not less than 3
Exceeding Not exceeding :
50 kg 1,500 kg Not less than 5
1,500 kg 3,000 kg At least 1 for each 300 kg
3,000 kg 5,000 kg : Not less than 10
5,000 kg - 20,000 kg At least 1 for each 500 kg

5, When the individual portions taken from the lot exceed the amount
tequired they shall be put together in a clean receptacle and well mixed. The
composite sample so obtained shall be reduced by using an efficient seed divider.

6. Portions of seeds for moisture fests shall be drawn in such a way as to
prevent exposure to the atmosphere. Samples shall be packed in air-tight con-
tainers. Seeds for moisture tests shall be kept separate from seeds on which other
determinations are to be made.

Part 1I
Maximem weight of a lot and minimum size of a sample
1. The maximum weight of a lot to be sampled shall be 20 tonnes.
2. The minimum size of a sample shall be 500 grams or 7,500 pelleted seeds.

3. "The 'minimum size of a sample for a moisture test shall be 50 grams.
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SCHEDULE 4 -, Regulation 7(1) and (2)
Part 1 ' ‘
Certificate of the taking of a sample of seeds
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR NORTHERN I_RELAND '
" Smeps ACT (NoxTHERN IRELAND) 1965—SecrioN 9(3)
BeET SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976

CERTIFICATE OF THE TAKING OF A SAMPLE OF SEEDS TAKEN
UNDER SECTION 8(3) OF THE ACT

-on the premises of

B £ 5+ 1= 2P

P T T S T S T T T I I T A I e

......................................................................

Category ....covvvvvevnnnnns Cerieens ettt e e et et

Certificate or
R ()82 11130 11130 01 o1 = o AP

Dateof sampling .........cvvvviiininiinineinn, e e e
Department’s reference number .................. ..., et \
1 certify that in taking the sample referred to above I used the method of

sampling prescribed in Schedule 3 to the Beet Seeds Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1976.

(Signed)' ........................
Authorised by the Departrnent of Agriculture
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Parr I
Certificate of the result of a test of seeds
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND
SeEDS Act (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965
Beer SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976

FINAL REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL SEED TESTING STATION FOR
'NORTHERN IRELAND ON A SAMPLE TAKEN UNDER SECTION 8(3) OF
THE ACT

on the premises of (Name and Address)  Official Station sample No. ........
~ ] Control sample No. e
’ ' " Date received at Station ..........
‘ Date of‘ sampling ................
_ Quantity sampled ................
[:' 1 Quantity represented ............
Description h
Kind 1. A Variety
Category | ' Reference No.
Result of Test
% Pure % Inert 9% Other % Weed ‘
seed matter crop seeds  seeds

Inert matter

Other crop seeds

Weed seeds

Germination : %

Germinated clusers with 1
One seedling %
Two seedlings : %
Three or more seedlings %
Moistare content ' T %
Remarks

) D 7:Y /- YU Chief Officer.
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Regulations 5(3), 9(2), (3), (4), (5) and (9)
SCHEDULE 5
Part I

A. Official Iabel for a package of basic seeds or certified seeds

(@) Prescribed contents

“BEC rules and standards”

Certifying Authority and Member State or their mark

Reference number of the lot

“Sugar beet” or “fodder beet”

Variety

Category

Country of production

Declared net or gross weight, or declared number -of clusters

Where weight of pelleted seed is given (or other solid additives have been
mixed with the seed) the nature of the additive and the approximate ratio
between the weight of clusters and the total weight

10. For monogerm seeds “monogerm”

11. For precision seeds “precision”

(b) Minimum size of the label
110 mm x 67 mm
(¢) The label shall be coloured white for basic seeds and blue for certified seeds

WONA DW=

B. Official label for a package of pre-basic seeds

(a) Prescribed contents

Certifying Authority and Member State or their mark

Referericé number of the lot

Kind

Variety

“pre-basic seeds”

Declared net or gross weight or declared number of clusters

. Number of generations preceding seeds of the category “certified seeds”
(b) Mmzmum size of the label

110 mm x 67 mm

(¢) The label shall be coloured white with a diagonal violet line

NP BB

Part 11
A. Supplier’s label for a package of uncertified pre-basic seeds

(a) Prescribed contents

1. Name and address of the supplier responsible for fixing the labels or his
identification mark

Reference number of the lot

Kind

Variety

“Uncertified pre-basic seeds”

. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds

() The label shall be coloured buff

Qs wP
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PART III
Small packages

A, Supplier-’s Izbel for ,é’snlall package of basic seeds or certified seeds

(@) Prescribed contents

ot

OP%ﬁ?MPP Sl

“BEC rules and standards”

Name and address of theé supplier respons1b1e fof aﬁixmg the labels or his
identification mark

Reference number of the lot

Kind

Variety

Category ~
Declared net weight or declared number of seeds
“Passed for marketmg in United Kingdom only”
For monogerm seeds monogerm”‘

For precision seeds “precision”

()} The label shall be coloured white for basic seeds and blue for certified seeds

'B. Pamculars to be given with a small EEC package

(@) Prescribed contents

10.
1.

VRINANPW N

“Small EEC package” :

Narie and address of supplier responsible for sealing, or his identification
mar]

Officially assigned serial number

Reference number of the lot

“Sugar beet” or “fodder beet”

Variety :

“Certified seed”

Net or gross weight or number of clusters

Where the weight of pelleted seed is given (or other solid addltlves have
been mixed with seed) the nature of the additive and the approximate.

© ratio between the welght of clusters and the total welght

-For monogerm seeds * monogerm
For precision seeds “precision”

(b) The label shall be coloured blue

nH W=

ParT IV
Paxticulars o be marked or displayed on the sale of umpacketed seeds

“Complies with legal standards”
Kind .

Variety

For monogerm seeds “monogerm”
For precision seeds “precision” -
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SCHEDULE 6 Regulation 11(2)
Limits of variation
. . GERMINATION .

Minimum percentage ’
of germination . Limit of variation

or single seedlings . '

Per cent . Per cent

99—100 o - C
9798
94—96
91—93
8§7—90
8286
76—81
69—75
60—68
50—59

-0\ 00~ UL h W

Jumd Juad

ANALYTICAL PURITY

Minimum percentage Limit of variation
of ,analytical purity . : :
" Per cent N Per cen

99.9—100 T
99.8
99.6—99.7
99.3—99.5
99.0—-99.2
98.5—98.9
98.3—98.4
97.5—98.2
97.0—974
96.5—96.9
95.5—96.4
95.0—-954

o
o

OO0 0000
WINROOVROXIANA AW

CONTENT OF SEEDS OF OTHER SPECIES

Maximum seeds .. Limit of variation
Per cent ' : Per cent
- 0.0 - . 0.1
0.1—0.2 0.3
0.3—04 0.4
0.5 : 0.5

CrLusTERS WITH THREE OR MORE SEEDLINGS

Maximum clusters ) ) T

with three or more Limit of variation
seedlings
Per cent Per cent
0—2
33—
5—6
7—9
10

b wi
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This note is not part‘ of the Regulations but is intended to indicate
their general purport.)

These Regulations are made under the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965
as amended by the European Communities (Agriculture) Order (Northern
Treland) 1972. They re-enact with modifications, the Beet Seeds Regulations
(Northern Ireland) S R. 1974 No. 149 which are revoked .

They regulate the marketmg in Northern Ireland of sugar beet and fodder
beet seeds (including mangel) but exclude seeds used for research, experi-
ment or selection processés, and uncleaned seeds marketed with -a view to
processing or other treatment. '

. Seeds may be marketed only if they are of specified categories as defined
in the Regulations dnd sold in sealed packages labelled with prescribed par-
ticulars. The particulars stated or implied on a package of seeds are deemed
to constitute a warranty by the seller for the protection of the purchaser under
provisions of the Regulations. There is provision for the taking of samples
for verification of standards attained and for ‘the enforcement of the. ‘obliga-
tions.imposed by the Regulations. Tampering with labels prescribed by the
Regulations will constitute an offence.

These Regulations modify the procedure for the movement of seed prior
to the completion of the official examination subject to certain provisions for
the: protection - of the purchaser.. -New -provision is made for-the introduction
of Small EEC packages of seeds which will permit additional unrestricted
intra-community trade. The transitional marketing arrangements prior to 1st
July 1976 for which provisions existed in the Beet Seeds Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1974 bave been omitted.

Schedules to the  Regulations mclude detalls of the standards to be
attained by the different categories of seeds. and the crops from which they
are derived. Some of these standards are varied as from dates in 1977 and
1978. Theére are also procedures for the taking of samples and of the par-
ticulars to appear on labels on packages of seeds.

.. The Regulations give effect to Directive 66/400/EEC of the Counc11 of
the European Economic Community (0.J. No. 125—11.7.66—0.J./S.E. 1976)
on ‘the marketing of bect seed, as amended by Directive 75/438/EEC
(0.J. No. L356, 27.12.73, p.. 79), Directive 75/444/EEC (Q.J. No. L196,
26.7.75, p. 6) and Directive 76 [331/EEC (0.J: No. L83, 30.3.76, p. 34)."
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