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‘ 1976 No. 297
SEEDS
Vegetable Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1976

Made . . . . . 5th October 1976
Coming into operation . . . 26th October 1976

The Department(a) of Agriculture in exercise of the powers conferred on
it by sections 1, as amended by Schedule 3 to the European Communities
(Agriculture) Order (Northern Ireland) 1972(b) 4 and 9 of the Seeds Act
(Northern Ireland) 1965(c) and of every other power enabling it in that behalf,
and after consultation with representatives of such interests as appear to it to
be concerned, -hereby makes the following regulations:

Citation and commencement

1. These regulations may be cited as the Vegetable Seeds Regulations
(Northern Ireland) 1976 and shall come. into operation on the 26th October
1976.

Revocation

2. The Vegetable Seeds Regulations (Northern Ireland) 1973(d) are hereby
revoked

Interpretatz'on
3.—(1) In these Regulations,—
“the Act” means the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965;
“Common Catalogue” means the Common Catalogue of varieties of

vegetables published in the Official Journal of the European Com-
munijties;

“the Department” means the Department of Agriculture;

“maintainer” means a person who is indicated in a National List or in the
Common Catalogue as responsible for the maintenance of the par-
ticular vegetable variety;

“marketing” includes, as the context shall permit, the offer for sale,
exposure for sale, sale and possession with a view to sale, of seeds and
any transaction in the course of business—

(@) under which the property in seeds is transferred from one person
to another; or

(b) under which the seeds are made over by one person to another
in pursuance of a contract under which the seeds will be used for
producing further seeds or for producing plants or parts of plants
for human or animal consumption;

“Member State” means a member state of the European Communities;

(a) Formerly Mlmstry see 1973 ¢. 36 Sch. 5 para, 8
SR. & 1) 1972 No. 351 (p. 1740)
(© 1965 ¢

g
(d SR. & .1.) 1973 No. 232 (I, p. 1165)
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“National List” means the list of varieties of vegetables published in
accordance with the Seeds (National List of Var1et1es) Regulations
1973(e);

“official examination™ as respects seeds harvested in the United Kingdom

. means in relation to Northern Ireland an examination carried out by or
on behalf of the Department, subject to the payment of any fee
imposed by regulations made under the Act, or in relation to England
and Wales by or on behalf of the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries
and Food or in relation to Scotland the Secretary of State, and ‘as

- respects seeds harvested elsewhere. than in the United Kingdom an
examination approved by the Department;

“Official label” and “official notice™ mean respectively a label and a notice
prepared by or on behalf of the Department;

“seeds” means seeds to which these Regulations apply by virtue of Regu-
lation 4;

“small package” means a package containing no more than a net weight
of seeds of 5 kilograms as regards pulses, S00 grams as regards onion,
asparagus, spinach beet or leaf beet or chard, red beet or beetroot,

. turnip, marrow, carrot and radlsh and 100 grams as regards other kinds
of vegetables. .

(2) In these Regulations,—
“pre-basic seeds” means seeds of a generation earlier than that of basic
seeds—

(a) which have been produced by or under the respons1b1l1ty of the
maintainer,

(b) which are intended for the production of pre-basic seeds, uncerti-
fied pre-basic seeds, basic seeds.or certified seeds,

(c) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in Schedule 2
and which have on an official examination been found to satisfy
these requirements; ’

“uncertified pre-basic seeds” means seeds of a generation earlier than that

of basic seeds— ) .

(@) which have been produced in the United Kingdom by or under the
responsibility of the maintainer, and

(b) which are intended for the production of pre-basic seeds, uncerti-
fied pre-basic seeds or basic seeds;

" "“basic seeds’ means seeds— ,

(@) which have been produced by or under the responsibility of the
maintainer, . o ‘

" (b) which are intended for the production of certified seeds, and

(c) which satisfy the requirements for basic seeds set out in Schedule 2
and which have on an oﬁimal examination been found to satisfy
these requirements;

“certified seeds™ means seeds—

(@) which have been produced directly from basic seeds or, with the

approval .of the maintainer, from pre-basic seeds,

(b) which are intended to be used mainly for the production of plants
or parts of plants for human or animal consumption, and

() S.L 1973/994 (1973 1L, p. 3024)
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(¢) which satisfy thé requirements.for certified seeds set out in Schedule
. '2.and which have on an official examination been. found to ‘satisfy
these requirements;

“standard -seeds™ means seeds which are intended to be used mamly for
the production of plants or parts of plants for human or animal -con-
sumption and which satisfy the requirements- for’ standard seeds set
out in Schedule 2.

Seeds to which the regulations apply .

4. —(1) Subject. to -paragraphs (2) and (3) these regulatlons apply to
vegetable seeds of the kinds set out-in Schedule I being seeds mtended to be
used only for the production of agricultural or hort1cultural crops E

(2) These regulations shall not apply to—

(a) seeds which are marketed for delivery elsewhers than in a Member
State,

(b) seeds used or to be used for réasearch or expenment
() seeds used or to be used in the course of a process of selecuon, and
(d) seeds which are marketed with a view to processmg, treatment or

cleaning, provided that the identity of the seeds-is stated by the
person by whom they are marketed.

.(3) Where a person makes arrangements under whlch some other person
usés seeds under the control of the first-mentioned person for the purpose of
increasing the first-mentioned person’s stock of seeds for sowing or of carry-
ing out tests of trials and under which the whole of the material produced,
directly or indirectly, from the seeds, and any unused seeds, becoms: or remain
the property-of the first-mentioned person these regulations shall not apply to
the marketing of the seeds by the first-mentiohed person to the other person
as part of the arrangements or to the marketing by that other person;to the
first-mentioned person of seeds produced, dlrectly or mduectly from these
seeds.

Marketmg of Seeds

.5—(1) Subject to the -provisions of this regulation no person shall market
any seeds which have been produced in a Member State unless _they-are pre-
basic seeds, uncertlﬁed pre-basrc seeds, basic seeds cert1ﬁed seeds of standard
seeds.

(2) No person shall market any seeds whmh have been produced elsewhere
than in a Member State unless they are— . . .

(a) standard seeds, or ' .

(b) pre-basic seeds, basic. seeds of certified seeds. marketed m -accord-

. ‘ance with and subject to the conditions Jmposed by a general
hcence granted by the Department

(3)a) Except as provided in paragraph (b) 1o person shall market any
seeds comprising a mixture of varieties of seeds of the same kind,:. “

. -(b) Subject to-compliance. with the additional requirement: as to Iabelhng
in Part I of Schedule. 5, mixtures of varieties of standard seeds of lettuce or
of radish may be marketed in packages contammg 1o more than 50 grams of
seeds. . .

(4) The Department may, by a general hcence takmg eﬁect durmg a period
specified in the licence and subject to any conditions imposed ‘by the -ficence.:
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(@) authorise any person to market as pre-basic seeds, basic seeds;
certified seeds or standard seeds, seeds which fail in some respect
‘ to satisfy the requirements for such seeds set out in Schedule 2,
() modify in relation to those seeds the labelling requlrements set out
in Schedule 5, or
.-(¢) authorise any person to market seeds which, notwithstanding the
requirements of the Seeds (National Lists of Varieties) Regulations
1973 or any regulations superseding those Regulations, are of. a.
variety not entered in a National List or in the Common Catalogue,

prov1ded that in all other respects unless expressly otherw18e provided the
provisions of these regulat1ons shall -apply in relaﬁon to the marketing of
seeds. ’

(5) Any person may market in relation to a sale or proposed sale to a
person. engaged in the business of trading in seeds. otherwise:than by way of
retail sale seeds which have been ‘imported from' a country other than a
Member State notwithstanding that such marketing would otherw15e be pro-
hibited by virtue of paragraph (2).

(6) Not\mthstandmg the requirement in Schedule 2 that basm seeds shall
attain the minimum standards -6f germination specified in“the said Schedule
any- person may, subject to the requirements of- paragraph (6):of Regulation 9,
market, as pre-basic seeds or basic seéds, seeds which in othér respects satisfy
the requirernents for basic seeds set out in the said Schedule but which attain
a lower percentage of germination than that spe01ﬁed in the said-Schedule:im
relatlon to seeds of that kind. _ o o

" (7) In a case where the official examination in respect of the germmat1on-_
of a proposed comsignment- of pre-basic seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds
has not been completed but a provisional germination test has-shown that the

-seeds attain the appropnate minimum’ standard of germination spec1ﬁed in
Schedule 2 and the seeds in other respects satisfy the appropriate requirerneiits
of Schedule 2 the seeds may, subject to the. reqmrements of Regulat1ons 9(6)
and 10(3), be sold to the first consignee.

(8 Paragraph (6) and (7) of this regulation shall apply to" seeds wh.'lch
have been imported from a country other than a Member State if they were
produced directly from pre-basm seeds or bas1c seeds certlﬁed in a Member
State ’

(9) Notw1thstandmg the requirements of Regulatlon 31(1) and (2) of the
Seeds (National Lists of Varicties) Regulations 1973 certified seeds and.stan-.
dard seeds of asparagus and of chicory may be marketed which are not of a
variety which is entered in a National List or the Common Catalogue or: ‘which
are marketed otherwxse than under a varietal name. R "

Samplmg

6.—(1) A sample of seeds taken for the purposes of an ofﬁc1al examma’aon
Or,,. sub]ect to paragraph (3), for the enforcement of these regulatlons shall be
taken in accordance with the procedure.set out in Schedule.3. . - -

~ (@) A sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of  these- regulauons sha“il-
be divided into three parts of which one part -shall be’ dehvered or sent to the:
owner of the seeds or his Teprésentative, one part shall be’ dehvered or sent’
to-the Chief Officer of dn Official Seed Testing Station and the remaining part’
sha]l be retamed and be avaijlable for product1on to.a Court in accordance

Loy
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with section 9(7) of the Act: Provided that where it appedrs to the person
taking the sample that the seeds from which the sample has been taken were
purchased for use and not for resale, the first part of the sample shall be
delivered or sent to the last seller of the seeds or to his representative in place
of the owner of the seeds or his representative.

(3) Subject to paragraph (4) of this regulation the weight of a sample
taken for the enforcement of these regulations shall be such as to ensure that
each of the parts into which it is divided is of not less than the minimum
weight indicated in Schedule 3 and the sample shall be divided accordingly.

(4) Where the seeds of which a sample is to be taken are coniained in
small packages the sample may consist of the contents of fifteen of such
packages.

Certificates of taking and testing of a sample

T—(1) A Certificate in the form set out in Part I of Schedule 4 of the
taking of a sample of seeds, is hereby prescribed for the purpose of section
9(3) of the Act.

(2) A certificate in the form set out in Part II of Schedule 4 of the result
of a test of a sample of seeds taken for the enforcement of these regulations,
is hereby prescribed for the purpose of section 7(3) of the Act.

Sealing of packages

8.—(1) No person shall market a package of pre-basic seeds or of basic
seeds or a package, other than a small package, of certified seeds unless it has
been, not later than at the time of sampling, sealed by a person authorised by
the Department in that behalf with a sealing device (which may be an
adhesive label) in such a manner that when the package is opened the sealing
device will be broken and cannot be replaced.

(2) If a package of seeds which has been sealed in accordance with para-
graph (1) of this regulation shall have been opened it may only be re-sealed
or further re-sealed by a person authorised by the Department in that behalf.

(3) No person shall market a package of uncertified pre-basic seeds or of
standard seeds or a small package of certified seeds unless it has been sealed
with a sealing device approved by the Department and in such a manner that
when the package is opened the sealing device will be broken and cannof be
replaced. -

Labelling of packages

9.—(1) Subject to paragraph (10) no person shall market any seeds except
in a package, which is labelled, inscribed or otherwise dealt with in accord-
ance with this regulation. .

(2)(@) Subject to the exception in sub-paragraph (b) a package of pre-basic
seeds or of basic seeds or a package, other than a small package of certified
seeds, shall have affixed on the outside an official label, as appropriate to the
seeds, which shall be of the minimum size and of the colour specified in Part I
of Schedule 5, and shall contain particulars of the matters also specified in
the said Part I, such label being either an adhesive label or a label secured.to
the package by an alternative sealing device, the label being affixed in either
case by a person authorised by the Department in that behalf.
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(b) The official label referred to in sub-paragraph (a) shall not be required
when. all of the particulars to be included therein are included in the official
" notice placed in the package in accordance with paragraph (3) and the packagé
is sufficiently transparent to. enable such paruculars to be readily legible
through it. .

{3) A package of pre-bas1c seeds or of basic seeds or a package, other
than a small package, of certified seeds shall contain an official notice, which
shall be of the same colour ‘as the official label and shall contain particulats
of the reference number of the lot, the kind and the variety of the seeds:
Provided that if such particulars are printed indelibly on the outside of the
package or on an adhesive label affixed on the outside of the package the
official notice referred to in this paragraph shall not be required.

(4) A package of uncertified pre-basic seeds or a package, other than a
small package, of standard seeds shall have affixed on the outside a label, as
-appropriate to the seeds, which shall be of the minimum size and of the colour
specified in Part I of Schedule ‘5 and shall contain particulars of the matters
also specified in the said: Part II: Provided that if all such particulars are
indelibly printed on the outside of the package the said label shall not be
réquired and if some of such part1clars are so printed they may be omitted
from the said label.

5) A small package of certified seeds or a small package of standard
seeds shall have affixed on the outside a label, as appropriate to the seeds,
which shall be of the minimum -sizé and of the colour specified in Part III
of Schedule 5 and shall contain particulars of the matters also specified in the
said Part TI1: Provided-that if all such particulars are-indelibly printed on
the outside of the package the said label shall not be required and if some of
such particulars are so printed they may be omitted from the said label.

(6) If a person shall market pre-basic seeds or basic seeds in accordance
with Regulations 5(6) or 5(7) a supplier’s label affixed to the outside of the
package shall, where the seeds are marketed in accorfdance with Regulation
5(6), contain a statement of the germination of the seeds and, where the seeds
are ‘marketed in accordance with -Regulation 5(7), contain a statement of the
germmatron of the seeds as ascertained on-the provisional gerinination test,
together in either case with the name and address of the seller and the refer:
ence number of the lot..

(7). If a_package of pre-basic seeds, or. basic seeds or -of . certified seeds
shall have been officially re-sealed the fact shall be stated together with the
date of re-sealing eithér on the official label referred to in- paragraph (2) of
this regulation or on the ofﬁc1a1 notlce in the cucumstances referred to in the
said paragraph (2). - S

' (8) I any seeds have been sub]ected to any chemical treatment the fact
that they have been so subjected and the nature of the treatment or the pro-
prietary name of the chemical employed shall be stated either— :

(@) on the label referred.to in paragraphs 2), (4) or (5) of this. regula-»
tion or, where such a label is not required, with the particulars
otherwise given in accordance w1th those paragraphs, or

* i(b) on’a.separate supplier’s label
and also (except where the label referred to in the said paragraphs ), @) or
(5) is not required or where the- information prescribed by this paragraph is
given -on an- adhes1ve label) either on the outside of the package or in a state-
ment enclosed in the package.

46




1410 Seeds No. 297

(9) The particulars and information given in accordance with this regula-
tion may be accompanied by further particulars and information relating to -
the seeds except that a reference to a particular selection may only be made
in respect of an approved selection and, in respect of standard seeds of a
variety which was entered on the 1st January 1973 either in a list of a Member
State other than the United Kingdom corresponding to a National List or in
the Common Catalogue or in the National List when it was first published,
without any reference to any particular properties of that selection, the selec-
tion name in such a case being made to appear after the name of the variety
of the seeds and with no greater prominéence, than that of the name of the
variety. - ‘ :

(10) A person may sell any seeds otherwise than in a package which is
labelled, inscribéd or otherwise dealt with in accordance with this regulation
provided that they are sold by way of retail sale, in a quantity not exceeding
the appropriate maximum weight indicated in Schedule 6, and are taken in
the presence of the purchaser from a container on or in the proximity of
which there is clearly and visibly marked or displayed a statement containing
the particulars of the matters specified in Part IV of Schedule 5.

(11) The particulars and information given in accordance with this regu-
Iation shall be given in one of the official languages of the European Economic
Community.

(12) Subject to the provisions of the Act and of these regulations no
person shall, in the course of the marketing or the preparation for the market-
ing of any seeds by himself or by some other person, wilfully reproduce,
remove, alter, deface, conceal or misuse in any way any label or notice affixed
to, contained in or marked on any package of seeds or to be so affixed, con-
tained or marked. .

Records -of transactions

10.—(1) A person who in the course of marketing any standard seeds
affixes or causes to be affixed, in accordance with Regulation 9(4), a label on
the outside of a package of standard seeds or prints or stamps or causes to be
printed or stamped on the outside of such a package the particulars referred
to in the said Regulation 9(4) shall maintain and keep available for inspection
by an officer duly authorised by the Department a record of the dates on
which and of the packages on which such labels were affixed or particulars
printed or stamped and shall, if so required by the Department, furnish him
from time to time with a copy of such record.

(2) A person referred to in paragraph (1) shall keep and retain for a
period of at least three years a record of the lots of standard seeds marketed
by him, and shall take and retain for a period of at least two years a sample
of each such Iot of at least the appropriate minimum weight. specified in Part
IT of Schedule 3 and, if so required by the Department, or by an officer duly
authorised by the Department, shall produce such record or deliver any such
sample to him. . »

(® A person who sells any pre-basic seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds
in accordance with Regulation 5(7) shall make and, during a period of six
months following the delivery of the seeds, keep available-for inspection by
an officer duly authorised by the Department a record of the date of such
delivery and of the name and address of the first consignee:
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Civil liabilities of sellers of seeds

11.—(1) The particulars given to a purchaser by the-seller of pre-basic
seeds, basic seeds or certified seeds, whether given in pursuance of these regu-
lations expressly or by implication arising from the description under which
the seeds are sold, shall constitute a statutory warranty for the purpose of
section 4 of the Act in so far as they relate to the percentage of germination
of the seeds, the percentage of analytical purity of the seeds, the content of
seeds of other plant species or the varietal purity of the seeds.

(2) Section 4(2) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a pur-
chaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars- given or implied as in para-
graph (1) of this regulation, in so far as they relate to the percentage of germi-
nation, of analytical purity, or of the content of seeds of other plant species
and there are prescribed in respect of such matters the limits of variation set
out in Schedule 7.

(3) Section 4(3) of the Act shall apply to any particulars given to a pur-
chaser by the seller of seeds, being particulars given or implied as in para-
graph (1), in so far as they relate to the percentages of germination, of analyti-
cal purity or of the content of seeds of other plant species.

(4) A purchaser who intends to obtain a test of seeds for the purposes of
section 4(3) of the Act, shall, not more than 10 days after delivery to him of
‘the seeds and statutory statement, give to the seller written notice of his inten-
tion and thereupon the seller may indicate a day (not being more than 21 days
after delivery to the purchaser of the seeds and statutory statement) and a
reasonable time on that day at which a sample of the seeds may be taken in
the presence of himself or of his representative and the purchaser shall afford
to the seller reasonable facilities for that purpose..

(5) On the day and at the time appointed by the seller in accordance with
paragraph (4) or, if the seller shall have failed to appoint such a day and time,
on a day not more than 28 days after delivery to the purchaser of the seeds
and statutory statement the purchaser may, and if the seller or his representa-
tive is present shall, take a sample of the seeds in accordance with the pro-
cedure set out in Part I of Schedule 3 and shall divide the sample so taken
into two parts, each being of at least the appropriate minimum weight speci-
fied in Part II of Schedule 3, of which one part shall be sent to the Chief
Officer of an Official Testing Station for the purpose of being tested and the
other part delivered or tendered to the seller or his representative or, if he or
his representative was not present when the sample was taken, sent to him by
post.

Sealed with the Official Seal of the Department of Agriculture for Northern
Ireland on 5th October 1976.

ws) D. J. Alexander
, Assistant Secretary
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SCHEDULE 1

No: 297.
Regulation 4(1)
Kinds of seeds to which the regulations apply

Latin name

Allium cepa L.

Allium porrum L.
Apium graveolens L.
Asparagus Officinalis L.

Beta vulgaris L. var. cicla (L.). Ulrich’
Beta vulgaris L. var. esculenta L.

Brassica oleracéa L. var. acephala DC. subvar.

laciniata L.

Brassica oleracea 1.. convar. botrytis (L.)
Alef, var. botrytis

Brassica oleracea L. convar. Botrytis (L.)
Alef, var. Italica Plenck

Brassica olerdcea L. var. bullata subvar.

. gemmifera DC.

Brassica oleracea L. var. bullata DC. et var.
sabauda L.

Brassica oleracea L. var. capitata L.f. alaba

Brassica oleracea L. var. capitata L.f.
rubra (L..) Thell

Brassica oleracea L. var. gongylodes L.

Brassica rapa L. var. rapa (L) Thell

Cichorium endivia L.

Cichorium intybus L. var. folzosum Bisch.
Cucumis melo L.

Cucumis sativus -L.

Cucurbita pepo L.

Daucus carota L. ssp. satzvus (Hoﬁm) Hayek
Lactuca sativa L.

Petroselinum: hortense Hoﬁm

Phaséolus coccineus L.

Phaseolus vulgaris L.

Pisum sativuin L. (excluding P. arvense 1.)

Raphanus sativus L.

Solanum lycoperszcum L (Lycoperszcum
esculentum Mill.)
Spinacia oleracea L.

Vicia faba L. var. major

Common name.

‘Onion

Leek
Celery, celeriac

~ Asparagus

Spinach beet, Teaf beet or chard
Red beet or beetroot ‘

Curly kale or borecole
Cauliflower

Sprouting broccoli, calabrese
Brussels sprout

Savoy cabbage
Cabbage

Red cabbage

Kohl rabi

Turnip .

Endive

Chicory

Melon

Cucumber, gherkin
Marrow

Carrot

Lettuce
Parsley .
Runner bean

.French bean

Pea
Radish

Tomato
Spinach

Broad bean
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‘Regulations- 3(2); '5(4)(6) and (7)
SCHEDULE 2 _
Requirements for basic seeds, certified seeds and standard seeds

Part 1
* Basic SEEDS AND CERTIFIED SEEDS '
Conditions relating to the crop from. which the seeds are obtained

So far as it can be ascertained at crop inspection, allowing for the variation
expected in the particular kind of vegetable, supplemented where appropriate
by examination of a plot sown by the Department with a sample from the
seed lot sown in the field, the plants shall conform to the characteristics of the
variety established- when the variety was included in the National List or the
Common Catalogue. For hybrids the- plants shall conform to the known
characteristics of the parental lines.

For crops to produce basic seeds, at least one official field mspectlon shall be
carried out. For crops to produce certified seeds, at least one field mspectmn
shall be carried out at which at least 20% of the area of each spec1es shall
be officially check inspected.

The cultural condition of the field and the stage of development of the crop
shall be such as to permit a sufficient check of varietal identity, varietal punty
and state of health.

.- The minimum distances from neighbouring pldnts whlch mxght cause

undesirable foreign pollination shall be:~—

Al Beta and Brassica species.
Distance from other sources of forelgn pollen likely to cross-fertilise w1th
varieties of Beta or Brassica species:
(a) for basic seeds e . . N . : . 1000 metres
(b) for certified seeds = . . . . . 600 metres

B..Other species ,
- Distances from other sources of foreign pollen likely to cross-fertlhse
" with varieties of these species:
(o) for basic seeds . . . .. .. 500 metres
. () for certified seeds . . . . 300 metres
.. These distances need not be observed 1f there is 'adequate protection
: ,_agamst any undesirable foreign pollination.

The crop shall be of a satisfactory state of health insofar as seed-borne
diseases and organisms affecting the seeds are concerned.

Part 11
Basic seeds, certified seeds and standard seeds
Conditions relating to the seeds

The seeds and the plants produced from them shall conform to the character-
istics of the variety established when the variety was included in the National
List of Varieties or the Common Catalogue: of Varieties.

The seeds shall be of a satisfactory state of health insofar as seed-borne
diseases and organisms affecting the seeds are concerned. ' In particular all
basic seeds of Brassica and of Beta vegetables must be subject to a test.for
Phoma lingam and Phoma betae respectively and -infected seeds ‘must be
appropriately treated before they can be used to-prodiice certified seeds.” For
basic seeds and -certified seeds- of lettuce the number of seeds infected with
lettuce mosaic virus must not exceed 0.1%.
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The seeds shall comply with the following conditions:
@ STANDARDS
Maximum
‘ content. Minimum
Minimum of seeds | germination
Kind analytical of other (% of pure
purity plant seeds,
(% by species clusters
weight) (% by or pellets)
weight) L
Asparagus 96 0.5 i 70
Beet (except Cheltenham) 97 0.5 70 {clusters)
Beet (Chéltenham) 97 0.5 | 50 (clusters)
Broad bean 98 0.1 80
Brussels sprout 97 1 75
Cabbage 97 1 75
Calabrese 97 1 70
Carrot 95 1 65
Cauliflower 97 1 70
Celeriac 97 1 70
Celery 97 1 70
Chicory 95 1.5 65
Cucumber 98 0.1 80
Curly kale or borecole 97 1 75
Endive 95 1 65.
French bean 98 . 0.1 75
Gherkin 98 01 80
Kohl rabi 97 1 75
Leek 97 0.5 65
Lettuce 95 0.5 75
Marrow 98 0.1 75
Melon 98 0.1 75
Onion 97 0.5 70
Parsley 97 1 65
Pea 98 0.1 80
Radish 97 1 70
Red cabbage 97 1 75
Runner bean 98 0.1 80
Savoy cabbage 97 1 75
Spinach 97 1 75
Sprouting broccoli 97 1 70
Tomato 97 0.5 75
Turnip 97 1 80
) ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS

(i) Seeds of pulses must not be contaminated by the following live pea -and

bean seed beetles:

Acanthoscelides obtectus Say.

Bruchus affinis Fro.

Bruchus atomarius L.

Bruchus pisorum L.

Bruchus rufimanus Boh.

(ii) Seeds must not be ¢contaminated with live mite (4 carina).
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Regulations 6(1) and (3), 10(2) and 11(5)
SCHEDULE 3

Pari 1
Procedure for the taking of samples

1. The following paragraphs numbered 2-5 inclusive shall not apply where the
se;cgls to be sampled are in small packages as defined in Regulation 3(2) of these
regulations..

2. Prior to sampling a seed lot shall be well mixed so as to be as uniform among
its parts as is practicable.

3. When the seed lot is in sacks or other similar sized containers, the number of
sacks or containers to be sampled shall be in accordarce with the following
table : —

Number of sacks or other containers Minimum number of sacks or other
in the bulk containers to be sampled
1— 5 (inclusive) : Each sack or other container, portions
being taken from at least five
positions )
6—14 » Not less than 5 sacks or other
containers
15—30 » Atleast 1 sack in 3
31—49 v Not less than 10 sacks
50 or more At least 1 sack in 5

When there are more than 5 sacks or other containers in the lot the sacks tc
be sampled must be selected at random.

For samplmg seed lots in containers weighing less than 50 kg, a 100 kg weight
of seed is taken as the basic unit. Containers are combined to form sampling
units weighing a maximum of 100 kg (e.g. 5 containers of 20 kg each form 1 unit).

For sampling purposes each unit is regarded as one container and the sampling
intensity prescribed above is used.

4. The samples shall be taken in the following manner:

Seeds in full sacks or other containers

The sacks or containers shall be sampled at random and samples taken from
the top, middle or bottom, but not necessarily from more than one position, of
each selected sack or container. The position from which the seed is taken shall
be varied from sack to sack and seed shall be taken from different horizontal
positions. Wherever practicable, seed in sacks shall be sampled with a metal
spear, trier or probe with a solid point which shall be of sufficient length to reach
beyond the middle of the sack when inserted from the side and shall have an
oval aperture so placed that the instrument removes portions of seed of equal
volume from each part of the container through which it travels. The instrument
shall be inserted into the container in an upward direction at an angle of approxi-
mately 30° to the horizontal, with its aperture downwards until the aperture
reaches the centre of the container. It shall then be rotated so as to bring the
aperture uppermost and withdrawn at once at a decreasing speed so that the
quantity of seed obtained from successive locations increases progressively from:
the centre to the side of the container.

Alternatively, a longer instrument may be inserted until the aperture reaches
the farther side of the container, rotated in the manner described above and then
withdrawn at a uniform speed.
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"A stick sampler may be used in place of the instrument mentmned above. 1t
may be used horizontally or vertically. If there is more than one aperture it must
have transverse partitions so that each aperture opens into a separate compart-
.ment; it shall be inserted diagonally into the container in the closed position, then
opened gently agitated to allow to fill completely, closed again, withdrawn and
emptied. .

Seeds in containers other than sacks shall wherever practicable be sampled
with an instrument as aforesaid, which shall bé used as already described. Where .
it:is-not practicable to sample seeds in sacks or other- containers in the manner
already described, portions may be taken by hand, care being taken to keep the
fingers tightly closed about the seeds so that nione may escape as the hand is with-
dirawn. If necessary, in ofder to reach the lower levels, part of the contents shall
be emptied into another sack or other container. .

Seeds in a partly filled sack

The seeds shall be thoroughly mixed by hand and small portions then taken
from at Ieast ﬁve d1f1°erent posltlons

Seeds in bulk

Portions of seed shall be taken with .a stick sampler. from at least the number
of positions indicated in the table below:—

Size of bulk g Number of positions to be sampled
Up to 50 kg ~ n " . Not less than 3 .
51 to 1,500 kg . | ] Not less than 5
1,501 to 3,000 kg - . : At least 1 for each. 300 kg
3,001 to 5,000 kg - : Not less than 10
5 001 to 20 000 kg At least 1 for each 500 kg

Sampling posmons must. be selected at random in both vert1cal -and horizontal
planes

If the:sampler has more than one aperture it shall have transverse partmons
so that each aperture opens into a. separate compartment,

Seéds in a cleaning, mixing or dressing machine

Portions-of seed shall be drawn during the cleaning, mixing or dressing pro-
cess so that the entire cross section of the seed stream is umniformly sampled at
regular intervals throughout the whole of the process. ‘The frequency shall be
at least as indicated in the table below: '

.Size of lot . . Number of times to be sampled
Up to 50 kg e . Not less than 3
51 to 1,500 kg Not less than 5
1,501 to 3,000 kg - At least 1 for each 300 kg
3 001 to 5 000 kg Not less than 10 -
5 001 to 20 000 kg : At least 1 for each 500 kg

5. When the 1nd1v1dual port1ons taken from the lot already exceed the amount
required they shall be.put together in a cléan receptacle and well mixed. The
composite sample 50 obtamed shall be reduced by using an eﬂic1ent seed divider.
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Minimum weights of samples and. mdaximum’ weights of lots sampled

Mini-

Maxi-

Mini- | Maxi-

.| mum mum | muym | mum
> - | Sample | Lot C " Sample Lot

"Kind .. | Weight | Weight Kind .. | Weight | Weight

| grams tonries grams tonnes
Asparagus Y .100-7 - 10 -Gherkin 150 20
Beet (all kinds) 100 20 Leek 25 10
*Brassica . 50 10. - |*Lettuce 30 10
(all kinds) - Marrow 150 20
Broad bean 1000 20 Melon 100 20
Carrot 25 10 Onion 25 10
Celeriac - 25 10" | Parsley 25 10
Celery 25 .10 Pea 500 20
Radish 50 10
Chicoiry 25 10 Runner bean. 1000 20
Cucumber 25 20 Spinach 75 10
‘Endive 25 10 Tomato 25° 10
French bean 700 20 *Turnip 50 10

*For samples of the standard category of these kinds the mlmmum sample weight
will be 25 grams only ‘

In the case Fl hybrid vanetles of the above kKinds and thelr inbred parent lines,
the minimum weight of ‘the sample may be reduced to a quarter of the weight
specified for the variety subject to the sample consisting of at least 400 seeds.

46x
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Regulation 7(1) and (2)
SCHEDULE 4 -.

Part I
Cettificate of the taking of a sample of seeds
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR' NORTHERN IRELAND
SEEDS ACT (NORTHERN IRELAND)_: 1965 '
VEGETABLE SEEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1976

Certificate of the taking of a sample of seeds taken under Section 8(3) of
the Act

on the premises of

Name ....ccvevvinnn. e e teen ettt e ey

AdAress . ov i e e .........

e I R R R R

.................................................................

Variety ...... PO e e e
Cafegory ..ttt et e, e e i

Certificate or
reference number

D A T T T S S

Date of sampling .............. s

.........................................

Department’s reference number

..........................................

I certify that in taking the sample referred to above I used the method of
sar?plidl;g pr%scribed in Schedule 3 to the Vegetable Seeds Regulations (Northern
Ireland) 1976.

(Signed) ............ il

Authorised by the Department of
Agriculture,
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE FOR NORTHERN IRELAND

SEEDs AcCr (NORTHERN IRELAND) 1965

vE'GETABLE SeeEDS REGULATIONS (NORTHEkN IRELAND) 1976

Official Station Sample No. ........

Control Sample No. ...... e

Final report of the Official Seed Testing Station for Northern Ireland on

on the premises of (Name and Address)

r

L

Date received at Station

Quantity sampled

.................

-J

Date of sampling

a sample taken under Section 8(3) of the Act

Quantity represented ..... e

Description
Kind Variety
Category Ref. No.
% Pure 9% Inert % Other | % Weed
crop seeds seeds

Re_sglt of test

RN

o

Inert matter

Other crop seeds

Weeds Seeds

seeds

matter
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Germination %

REMARKS

Date

Seeds

Fresh seeds %

No. 297

CHIEF OFFICER
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Regulations 5(3) gndi‘9(2), (3), (4)_, (5) and (10)

. SCﬂEbULE 5 | |

- Parr I \

A. Official label for a package of basic seeds or for a package (other than a
small package) of certified seeds

(a) Prescribed contents

1.“BEC rules and standards” ..

. Certification Authority and Member State or their .mark
. Month and year when ‘pfficially sealed or re-sealed

. Reference number of the 1ot

Kind

. Variety

. Category ’

Country of production

. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds

(b) Minimum size of the label
110mm x 67 mm
(c) The label shall be white for basic seeds and blue for certtﬁed seeds

B. Oﬁ‘iczal label for a package of pre-basic seeds

(a) Prescribed contents

. Certification Authority and Member State or their mark

. Reference number of the lot"

. Kind

. Variety

. “Pre-basic seed”

. Number of generations preceding seeds of the ceruﬁed seeds category.

(b) The label 'shall bé white with a dzagonal vzolet lme

\Q?&.\]O\}h-hmto

O\U\-PU)NH

PART I
A.  Supplier's label for a package of standard seeds, other thdn é~smdl.l package

(@) Prescribed contents

. “EEC rules and standards”

. Name and address of the supplier responsible for affixing the labels or
his identification mark

Month and year when sealed or.re-sealed

Kind

Variety

. “Standard seeds™ '

. chl))tlreference number given by the suppher respons1ble for afﬁxmg the
abels

. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds

(b) Minimum size of the labél
110mm x 67 mm
(¢) The label shall be dark yellow

B. Supplier's label for a pdckage of uncertified pre-basic seeds

{a) Prescribed contents
1. Name and address of supplier responsible for aﬁixmg the labels or his
identification mark
2. Kind
3. Variety or identification number

@ NAUMAEW N
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5
6.

Seeds : No. 297

“Uncertified pre-basic seeds”

Lot referencé number glven by the supplier responsible for affixing the
labels

"Number of generations preceding seeds of the certified seeds catégory.

'(b) The label shall be buff

' Part 111

Small packages‘

A. Supplier's label for a small pdackage of certzﬁed seeds
(a) Prescribed contents

. “EEC rules and standards” , )
. Name and address of the supplier responsible for affixing the labels or his

identification mark

. Year of sealing
. Kind

. Variety

. “Certified seeds”

Reference number enabling the certified lot to be identified
Declared. net or gross weight or declared number of seeds, except in the
case of packages not exceeding 500 grams

(b) The label shall be blue

B. Supplier's label for a small package of standard seeds
(a) Prescribed contents

N AW

“EEC rules and standards”

. Kind
. Varijety

Name and address of packeter -or his. identifying reference number

. Declared net or gross weight or declared number of seeds, except in the

case of packages not exceeding 500 grams

. “Standard seeds”
. Year of sealing (packeting)

(b) Where the seeds comprise a ‘mixture of seeds of varieties of lettuce or of
radish glze label shall also state the names of the constituent varieties
(c) The label shail be dark yellow.

Parr 1V

Particulars to be marked or displayed on the sale of unpacketed seeds

1.
2.
3.

“Complies with legal standards”
Kind
Variety
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‘ SCHEDULE. 6 Regulation 9(10)
Maximum weights: for retail sales of unpacketed seeds

Asparagus

Beet (alll kinds)
Brassica (all kinds)
Carrot.

Celeriac

Celery

Chicory
Cucumber

Endive

Gherkin .
Leek . 1 kg
Lettuce .

Marrow
Melon
Onion
Parsley
Radish
Spinach
Tomato
Turnip

Broad bean

French bean Lo
Pea ) 3 kg
Runner bean
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SCHEDULE 7 Regulation 11(2)

Limits of variation

Part 1
Purity
Minimum Percentage of Analytical Limit of Var;'ation
Purity '
Per cent ‘ Per cent
99.9—100 0.2
99.8 0.3
99.6—99.7 04
99.3—99.5 0.5
99.0—99.2 0.6
98.5—98.9 0.7
98.3—98.4 0.8
97.5—98.2 0.9
97.0—97.4 1.0
96.5—96.9 1.1
95.5—96.4 1.2
95.0—95.4 1.3

Part 11
Content of seeds of other plant species-

Maximum Content of Seeds of Limit of Vatiation

Other Plant Species
Per cent Per cent
0.0 0.1
0.1—0.2 0.3
03—04 0.4
0.5—0.6 0.5
0.7—0.9 0.6
1.0—1.4 0.7
1.5 0.8
ParT I
' Germination
Minimum Percentage of Germination Ili;nit of variation

Per cent Per cent
99—100 2
97— 98 3
94— 96 4
91— 93 5
87— 90 6
82— 86 7
76— 81 8
69— 75 9
60— 68 10
50— 59 11
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" EXPLANATORY NOTE

(This. note is not part of the regulations but is intended to indicate
, their general purport.)

These fegulaﬁons re-enact, with modlﬁcauons‘ the Vegetable Séeds Regu-
lations (Northern Ireland) 1973 S.R. & O. (N.1)-1973 No 232 which are
revoked.

The regulatmns are made under Part I of the Seeds Act (Northem‘ Ireland) .
1965, as amended by the European Communities (Agriculture) Order
(Northern Ireland) 1972. They restrict the marketing of vegetable seeds to
specified grades as defined in the regulations and require them to be sold in
sealed packages which are to be labelled or marked with prescribed
particulars.. -

Provision is made for the taking of samples for the enforcement of the
obligations imposed by the. regulations and of the civil rights of a purchaser.
A contravention of any of the provisions of the regulations is an offence under. |
the Seeds Act (Northern Ireland) 1965

Provision is also made for an add1t10na1 grade of seeds, “uncertiﬁed pre-
‘basic seeds”, and for the labelling of packages of these and of basic seeds.

The Regulations give effect to D1rect1ve 70/458/EEC of the Council of
the European Economic Community (OJ No. L225, 12. 10 1970, p. 7) on the
marketing of vegetable seeds.
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